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Maitdtb wants U.N. poac^eepm in S. Africa 

UNITED NATIONS (AF) — African National CongreB, (ANC) leader 

"Nelson Mandela on Wednesday recommended Bcwfing U.N. pcacteqA * 
troops to Sooth Africa, saying bloodshed there has been worse t han b 
- Yugoslavia. He -said he expected the South ’African gove rn ment go block 
the proposal. Mr. Mandela, who was in New York for a Security Council 
meeting on die world body’s rote in ending fighting in Sooth Africa, 
repeatedly expressed scepticism about Pretoria’s intentions- At a news 
conference, the ANC president dismissed President F.W. de Klerk’s 
annouacemcnt that he would disband security writs baked to Mack 
township violence (see page 8). “ Wc would not be surprise if this was just a 
smokescreen to smooth op, to convince the Security Council," Mr. 
Mandela said. Mr. Mandela’s comments set the stage for a confrontational 
meeting in the Security Council — its first cm South Africa since June 
1988. He was to address the eouncfl later Wednesday, followed by South 
African Foreign Minister RJ? u P0t H Botha and other South African and 
African leaden. 
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11th Jerash Festival opened 

JERASH (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor opened Wednesday 
evening the 11th Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts. Queen Noor, who 
lit the festival torch, attended a reception hosted by the festival director 
general, Akrflra Masarweh. The 11 -day festival will include shows by 
Jordanian and Arab folk, troupes, concerts, theatrical shows and poetry 
recitals. Renowned Syrian actor and playmaker Durekl Labam will 
present two plays at the festival — “The Rain Maker" and “The Happy 
Bird." The festival will be also include several performances by Lebanese 
singers M3bem Barakai and Julia Butros. Jordanian troupes will 
presenting national dances and songs as well as children's plays. For the 
first time since it was launched in the beginning of the 1980s the festival 
will not include non-Arab folldoric groups. This was attributed by Mr. 
Masarweh to financial reasons. Another disadvantage of this year’s 
festival is that the main road between Amman and Jerash is still under 
construction. But people can still travel to Jerash through alternative 
roads which would only add few minutes to their trip. 
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New ambassadors 
present credentials 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Five newly- 
-appointed ambassadors to Jordan 
Wednesday presented their 
credentials to His Majesty King 
Hussein at separate ceremonies 
-held at Ragharian Palace in Am- 
man. They were Anton Fascale of 
Romania, Romualdo Be trim of 
Italy Nguyen tri-Quang of Viet- 
nam, Aubscieh Bob Abdullah of 
Djibouti and Omr Jawarh of Bur- 
kina Faso. The five ambassadors 
were accorded official welcome 
ceremonies, with the band play- 
ing theiT country’s national 
anthems. Attending the presenta- 
tion ceremonies were Royal 
4£fourt Chief Khaled KTaraki, 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
Jber. 

Malaysian sultan 
Invited to Jordan 

KUALA LUMPUR (Petra) — 
Saltan Ghuzlan Shah of Malaysia 
received Wednesday a message 
from His Majesty King Hussein. 
The message, which was deli- 
vered by Higher Education 
Minister Awad khleifat who is 
.leading a Jordanian delegation on 
a- visit to Malaysia, deals with 
■enhancing Jordanian-Malaysian 
relations and carries an invitation 
ibr die Malaysian saltan to visit 
Jordan. The sultan asked Dr. 

' Khleifat to convey hm greetings 
.and best wishes to King Hussein. 

^House studies draft 
:1aw on development 

■AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
.House of Parliament held a meet- 
'ing Wednesday under the chair- 
•inanship of its Speaker Abdnl 
Ladf Aiabiyat and in the pre- 
sence of Pnme Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and cablet 
members. The House resumed its 
discussion of die 1992 develop- 
ment and employment draft la??. 
At the conclusion of the meeting. 
Dr. Arabiyat announced that the 
Palestine Committee of the 
House had elected Deputy Bas- 
sam Haddadin as its rapporteur. 
>Mr. Haddadin succeeds Deputy 
Nayef A1 Hadid, who passed 
away recendy. 

Israel holds 2 boys 
for ‘illegal’ crossing 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
troops captured two Palestinian 
teenagers who crossed from Jor- 
dan “Illegally," apparently on 
their way home, the army 
announced Wednesday. The 
army spokesman’s office said in a 
statement that the two boys, age 
. 17 and 18, left the West Bank 
town of Jericho for Jordan in 
October 1991 after a family quar- 
rel. They were detected Monday 
night crossing into the West Bank 
from Jordan near a Jewish settle- 
ment 35 kilometres' nonTi of 
Tfericho. A search, which included 
helicopters, located them Tues- 
day night, the statement said. 
Army officials, who cannot be 
identified by name under military 
rale, said the teenagers were not 
carrying weapons. They did not 
know if the boys were related. 

4 tourists Injured 
In attack In Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Font tourists 
were slightly injured in an attack 
by three Egyptians near Luxor, 
site of some of Egypt’s most 
famous pharaonic temples and 
tombs, an Interior Ministry state- 
meat said on Wednesday. Police 
investigating Tuesday’s incident 
arrested two of the alleged 
assailants on Wednesday and 
seized weapons which they be- 
lieved the men were planning to 
use in an attack on a bus. They, 
were seeking a third suspect, the 
statement added. A ministry 
spokesman said earlier a sus- 
pected Muslim militant threw a 
petrol bomb at a tourist bos in 
Luxor os Wednesday but it failed 
ttexpkxte and nobody was hurt. 
The statement released later 
appeared to be. describing the 
same sequence of events but did 
not identify the aspects- 
* 

Iran assails British 
MPs’ statement 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran on 
Wednesday issued a protest 
^ p g a i naf a call by 230 British par- 
ribtinentarians to support an Ira- 
nian opposition group whose aim 
if-to overthrow Iran’s clerical 
government, the Islamic Repub- 
lic; News Agency (IRNA) re- 
pented. 


No U.N. team to 
visit Jordan on Iraq 
sanctions — officials 


By Nenbeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan categorically 
denied Wednesday reports that it 
wDl allow a team of U.N. officials 
to visit the border with Iraq and 
reiterated its firm position against 
“any measure which will infringe 
on its credibility or sovereignty.” 

“We totally deny this report," 
a senior Jordanian official told 
the Jordan Times adieu asked to 
confirm a press report claiming 
that Jordan will allow a 14- 
member U.N. team to conduct a 
fact-finding mission to the 
Jordan-Iraq border by the end of 
July. 

"We have not been 
approached by anyone on this 
issue and we will not accept any 
presence of U.N. inspectors on 
oar territories," the official said. 

Minister of Information 
Mahmoud Sharif Wednesday 
issued a statement echoeing this 
position. “These reports are un- 
founded and are fabricated. Jor- 
dan has not and will not accept 
visits by U.N. inspectors to moni- 
tor its borders with Iraq,” Mr. 
Sharif told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The Associated Press in Am- 
man had quoted an unidentified 
Jordanian official as saying that 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Gbali “told the government that 


be plans to dispatch a team of 
experts for fact-finding mission to 
the Jordanian-Iraqi border.” 

“We accepted the request and 
told the secretary-general that the 
team Is welcome in Jordan so 
long as its mission will be tempor- 
ary,” the American news agency- 
quoted the official as saying. 

“We want to close this chapter 
once and for all. We will not 
accept any measure which wQl 
put our credibility in doubt or 
infringe on our sovereignty," said 
the senior Jordanian official, who 
spoke to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity. 

The AP report came out one 
day after Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker made an un- 
announced visit to the Reweished 
crossing post at foe kingdom’s 
border with Iraq. 

The prime minister, who was 
accompanied on the trip by a 
top-level delegation including the 
interior minister, was to inspect 
new facilities being built to im- 
prove efficiency at the border 
post, which was moved closer to 
the Iraqi frontier last year to 
increase control. 

Sharif Zeid’s visit also seemed 
to signify a top-level interest in 
the inspection process carried out 
on trucks entering and leaving 
Iraq for goods banned under the 
U.N. sanctions programme 
against Iraq. Officials, however. 


withheld comment on this aspect 
of the visit. 

The Kingdom has been coming 
under increasing pressure from 
the United States for reports 
securing it of being the scene of 
alleged sanctions-busting which 
last month culminated in a U.N. 
proposal to deploy U.N. obser- 
vers at the Red Sea port of Aqaba 
and alkw them free access to the 
borders with Iraq. 

The proposal, which came to 
be known as the Aqaba Plus 
proposal, was rejected by the 
Kingdom which saw in it an 
attempt to undermine Jordan’s 
credibility which had repeatedly 
underlined its commitment to ap- 
plying tile provisions of the reg- 
ime of sanctions as prescribed by 
the international community. 

Measures to control and' moni- 
tor the flow of goods into Iraq 
have become tighter almost cut- 
ting off all trade with Iraq, espe- 
cially from duty-free zones where 
importers bring their goods be- 
fore ferrying them by treuks to 
Iraq. 

According to traders and 
businessmen interviewed by the 
Jordan Times, the Ministry of 
Finance has recently appointed a 
committee entrusted with check- 
ing and recfaeclring goods in these 
zones. They said that new mea- 

(CouttuKd on page 5) 



massive 


sanction- busting from Turkey 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iraqi 
Shiite Muslim opposition group 
said Wednesday that thousands 
of trucks carrying sanctions- 
busting goods cross the Turkish 
bolder into Iraq daily. 

“We are surprised tins process 
is going on under the noses of tbe 
international forces and U.N. 
officials in the region," said the 
Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SQRI). 

The Iranian-backed group, in 
statement tekfaxed to the AP 
from its office in Tehran, said 
3,500 to 4,000 trucks loaded with 
’’unidentified cargo” entered Iraq 
daily at tbe Ibrahim A1 Khalil 
crossing point. 

The group did not identify the 
trucks’ contents. It said most of 
them were tightly covered with 
tarpaulins or otherwise sealed, 
and affirmed most of the cargo 
was in violation of die sanctions. 

The statement quoted opposi- 


tion sources in the area as saying 
the tracks Liter return to Turkey 
with wool and oil products. 

Reporters visiting the border 
over the past few months have 
reported that convoys of tracks 
do enter Iraq through Turkey, 
although they estimate tbe daily 
number at no more than 500. 

They return with cheap Iraqi 
fuel, sold in Turkey at a huge 
profit 

The Ankara government 
allows each truck to bring back 
IV 4 tonnes of fuel on each trip 
into Iraq. 

There was no immediate Tur- 
kish government reaction to the 
accusation by tbe Iraqi opposition 
group. 

United Nations sanctions im- 
posed since August 1990 allow 
Iraq to import food and huma- 
nitarian supplies but ban all other 
goods. 

Iraq receives most of the huma- 


nitarian supplies through Jordan, 
but Western intelligence officials 
in the area are convinced signifi- 
cant amounts of strategic goods 
reach Iraq via Turkey, Iran and 
Syria. 

Before Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait nearly two years ago 
Iraq’s purchases of goods from 
Turkey amounted- to more than 
SI billion annually. 

Iraq meanwhile demanded the 
U.N. Security Council anno] all 
resolutions adopted against Iraq 
since its invasion of Kuwait, the 
official Iraqi News agency (INA) 
reported. 

The agency said the call was 
made by Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein Khndayer in a 
letter to U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. 

Iraq’s move was the latest in an 
accelerating series of confronta- 
tions with the Security Council. 


Military court sentences two 
top FIS leaders to 12 years 


— A 
y seot- 


BILDA, 

military court W 
ended two Muslim leaders to 12 
years in prison for their roles in 
anti-government violence by tbe 
Islamic fundamentalist move- 
ment that nearly captured control 
of parliament last December. 

Abbasri Madam, 61, president 
of tbe Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), and his deputy Ali 
Belhadj, 36, were bonded the 
sentences by tbe military tribunal 
in Bhda, 50 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

Mr. Madam was convicted of 
fomenting rebellion against the 
state, while Mr. Bclahadj was 
convicted of kidnapping, deten- 
tion and torture. 

Of the remaining five FIS lead- 
ers on trial, one was sentenced to 
six years' and four others received 
prison terms of four years each. 

Under law, the two chieftains 
could have faced death. But pro- 
secutor Bdkacem Boukhari de- 
manded life sentences instead. 
He had sought 10-20 year prison 
terms for the other ‘five. 

Tbe prosecution demanded life 
sentences, saying “normally, tbe 
FIS was not alone responsible for 
the events of Jnne," last year 
when 85 people were killed in 
street violence. More that 400 
were wounded. 

The defence contended that 
government forces struck at pro- 
testers just as tbey were prepar- 


ing to halt tbe demonstrations 
under an agreement reached with 
the government 

The government said the fun- 
damentalist leadership was re- 
sponsible for the violence. 

The position of the defence was 
supported in testimony Tuesday 
by former Premier Sidahmad. 
Ghozali who acknowledged an 
agreement had been reacted with 
the fundamentalists. Mr. Ghoza- 
li, who resigned last week, said he 
did not know who ordered the 
attack. 

Algerian journalists admitted 
to the tribunal sad the court 
president took into account“ex- 
tent n atmg circumstances." 

The trial, boycotted by defence 
lawyers who siad they would 
appeal to the supreme court 
whatever the sentence, was 
dosed to foreign journalists and 
observers. 

Id Algiers, a clandestine areo- 
lar from the FIS warned the court 
it alone would be responsible for 
whatever happened after its judge- 
ment. 

“In trying to ’ride alone’,” the 
tribunal may be tempted... to 
condemn tbe “sheikhs.’ The insti- 
gators of this possible decision 
will assume umfividedly, the re- 
sponsibility for what happens 
afterwards,” tbe circular raid. 

The court sentences were Iighr- 
er than expected in a country 


where die government has been 
conducting a harsh campaign to 
crash the fundamentalist move- 
ment. 

Algerian newspaper said 
Wednesday the decision to seek 
life sentences instead of the death 
penalty was a lad to calm passing 
and restore stability. 

The independent newspaper 
Liberte said the decision Illus- 
trated “die wish of authorities to 
calm passions and not tom the 
back on an eventual unfreezing" 
of political tensions. 

Extremists of the outlawed FIS 
has been widely blamed for loll- 
ing some 80 members of the 
security forces in the past five 
months. 

“The FIS and Muslims proud 
of Algeria hive warned item 
sufficiently” the bulletin said. 

The official news agency APS 
said another FIS official, former 
Mayor of Algiers Kamel Guema- 
2 i, was jailed for six years. ■ 

Four others, including Ali 
Djeddi, received four years each. 

Mr. Djeddi reputedly taught 
security force Second Lieutenant 
Lembarek Boumaraf who is ac- 
cused of assassinating head of 
state Mohammad Boodiaf test 
month. 

Tbe assassination culminated 
13 mouths of violence and politic- 
al turmoil, sparked by aFIS strike 
in tiie country of 25 million peo- 
ple- 


Israel should agree to framework for 
withdrawal, Abu Jaber replies to Rabin 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Jordan 
said on Wednesday that Israel 
would have to agree to the 
framework of a withdrawal from 
the occupied territories before 
direct talks with Arab leaders 
could take place. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Aba 
Jaber told reporters King Hussein 
was not cons dering a visit to 
occupied Jerusalem in response 
to Monday's invitation to Arab 
leaders from Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 

Asked what progress would be 
needed for him personally to go 
to occupied Jerusalem, Dr. Abu 
Jaber said: “If there is an agree- 
ment on the framework." 

“Mr. Rabin made a speech — 
he never mentioned (U.N. re- 
solutions) 242 and 338 — these 


are the principles,'' he said. 

Dr. Abu Jaber was speaking at 
a briefing for U.S. reporters. 

Mr. Rabin took office on Mon- 
day calling for an exchange of 
visits between Arab and Israeli 
leaders to seek a breakthrough in 
the stalled peace process. 

In the first official comment to 
the media late Wednesday Dr. 
Abu Jaber dismissed Mr. Rabin’s 
proposals as a political ploy 
aimed at impressing the West. 

He told reporters on Wednes- 
day he was not concerned that 
warmer relations between 
Washington and tbe new Israeli 
government would pose a danger 
to Jordan and erode sympathy for 
the Arabs. 

He said be hoped a planned 
visit by U.S. Secretary of State 


James Baker to the Middle East 
next week would help give Israel 
the “moral support" it needed to 
work towards peace. 

“They tbemsleves are in a 
period of transition ... so they 
need a push," Dr. Abu Jaber 
said. 

But be called on Washington to 
continue to withhold loan guaran- 
tees worth S10 billion that it 
suspended after Israel's previous 
hardline government refused to 
halt settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

Washington should “withhold 
momentarily the guarantees for 
loans for Israel. If Israel still 
refuses to abide by international 
law we should start thinking ab- 
out aid and how to use aid," he 
said. 


Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bweiz on Wednesday re- 
jected a meeting with Mr. Baker 
outside Lebanon to discuss the 
peace process. 

The Lebanese were upset that 
Mr. Baker's official itinerary did 
not include a stop in Lebanon, 
although it did state that he plan- 
ned to meet with Lebanese lead- 
ers. U.S. officials left Beirut out 
of the trip, apparently because of 
fears for Mr. Baker’s security. 

“For considerations related to 
our national dignity, we cannot 
accept henceforth to meet any 
official outside Lebanese terri- 
tory,” Mr. Bweiz told reporters 
in Beirut. 

“I have informed the U.S. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 
hope for 
U.S. loan 
guarantees 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Officials said Wednesday they ex- 
pect the United States to approve 
billions of dollars in loan guaran- 
tees because the new govern- 
ments is willing to be flexible on 
Jewish settlements. 

The guarantees are likely to be 
a focus of talks between U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and Israel’s new prime minister, 
‘Yitzhak Rabin, next week. 

- 1 Israel will' be the first stop on 
Mr. Baker’s tour, which also is to 
take him to Jordan, Syria, Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia. His trip is 
designed to give a fresh push to 
the U.S.-backed Middle East 
peace process. 

U.S. Ambassador William 
Harrop said that the Bush admi- 
nistration had a “very great" 
interest in approving loan guaran- 
tees to help Israel absorb Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

He told reporters after a meet- 
ing with Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres that he expected the 
guarantees would be a major 
topic in Mr. Baker’s talks here. 

The United States considers 
the settlements an obstacle to the 
Middle East peace process. 

• Mr. Harrop, paying his first 
official visit since the Rabin gov- 
ernment was installed last Mon- 
day, told reporters be expected 
Mr. Baker “will certainly want to 
discuss tbe policies of the Rabin 
government with respect to set- 
tlements." 

He said the United States was 
interested in helping with the 
absorption of the Soviet immig- 
rants. 

“I think our interest in doing 
that is very great and, if the policy 
of the new government in this key 
area (settlements) is in accord- 
ance with our policy, then I’m 
sure we’ll want to go ahead," he 
said. 

Mr. Harrop also predicted that 
Mr. Baker would urge Arab and 
Israeli leaders to agree to 
“confidence-building measures" 
in advance of the next round of 
peace talks, but gave no details. 

Israeli newspapers reported 
Wednesday that Mr. Baker was 
likely to ask Mr. Rabin to commit 
to election^ soon for Palestinians 
m the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Palestinians, in torn, would be 
asked to stop anti-Israeli vio- 
lence. 

Arab states might be asked to 
end their boycott of Israeli goods, 
and the possibility of a joint 
Israeli -Syrian pullback in the 
occupied Golan Heights also was 
mentioned in the reports. 

Israel’s request for $10 billion 
in loan guarantees was held up by 
the Busn administration last year 
when tbe hardline government of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
refused to freeze Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territories. 

Members of the Rabin govern- 
ment expressed confidence that 
Washington would now provide 
the loan guarantees. 

“I am sure we will reach a 
formula with the Americans 
under which we can get the loan 

g iarantees,” said Mordechai 
or, named to be deputy defence 
minister under Mr. Rabin, who is 

. (Continued on page 5) 


Stand-off at A1 Najah seen as 
test for Labour government 


TAPUAH JUNCTION, occu- 
pied West Bank (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops besieged a Palesti- 
nian university for the second day 
Wednesday in a standoff over 
army allegations that armed Arab 
activists were on the campus. 

Palestinian leaders said women 
and children were among an esti- 
mated 3,000 students and faculty 
members holed up at the Al 
Najah University in the West 
Bank tity of Nablus. 

Both sides saw the standoff as 
an indicator of relations under 
the new government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

The siege began on Tuesday 
after the army said it believed 
there were armed men on the 
campus. Students refused to sub- 
mit to searches and hundreds of 
troops then sealed off the cam- 
pus. 

Major General Dani Roth- 
schild, in charge of policy in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, said army actions were 
taken in coordination with Mr. 
Rabin, who is also defence minis- 


ter. 

“We have held consultations 
the whole day and yesterday," he 
told a news conference held 32 
kilometres south of Nablus, a city 
of 130,000 people. 

Tbe army barred reporters 
from entering the city — the 
largest Palestinian centre outside 
of Arab East Jerusalem — and all 
residents of the Nablus region 
were ordered to stay indoors. 

Gen. Rothschild said he had 
listened to local appeals for 
troops to withdraw and allow all 
students to leave, but said the 
army would not negotiate 
whether Israeli soldiers could 
stop anyone they judged suspi- 
cious. 

"We are making a very, very 
dear distinction between our 
wish to continue the peace talks 
as soon as possible... and on the 
other hand will not tolerate any 
act of violence by any side,” he 
said. 

Major General Dani Yaton, 
army commander in the West 
Bank, bluntly told Israel Radio: 


“I don’t think the local residents 
of Nablus have the right to dictate 
to the army.” 

The standoff developed on Mr. 
Rabin's first foil day as prime 
minister. While warning be would 
not tolerate unrest, he had prom- 
ised this week to strongly pursue 
peace with the Palestinians. 

“We feel their actions speak 
louder than their words," Sari 
Nusseibeh, an adviser to the 
Palestinian peace talks team, said 
in East Jerusalem after meeting 
with European consuls-general 
about the Nablus situation. 

“These are not the actions of a 
dovish government.” 

Saed Erekat, a member of the 
Palestinian negotiating team, told 
Reuters by telephone from a Red 
Cross office opposite the uni- 
versity that soldiers had sur- 
rounded about 3,000 students, 
workers and children in a day- 
care centre. 

“All I’m saying to Mr. Rabin is 
the situation must be defused. 
We want to avoid any clashes, we 
want to avoid any bloodshed." 


Seminar urges returnee 
investments in Jordan 


By Maba Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A conference on a 
national strategy to deal with tbe 
situation faced by Jordanian ex- 
patriates returning from the Gulf 
states Wednesday recommended 
that funds held outside Jordan by 
the wealthy among the returnees 
be invested in employment- 
oriented projects in the King- 
dom. 

The three-day conference, en- 
titled “Immigrant Returnees and 
Their Impact on- Jordan," studied 
various aspects of the situation in 
the Kingdom following the return 
home of about 300,000 expatri- 
ates in tbe wake of the Golf crisis. 

The call for investments was 
the foremost among eight definite 
recommendations that the con- 
ference issued in a final com- 


munique. It emphasised the need 
for setting up a data bank provid- 
ing all details related to employ- 
ment of Jordanians inside and 
outside tbe country. 

The conference called on the 
development and employment 
fund and other authorities loans 
to small entrepreneurs at reason- 
able interest rates to help them 
set up self-employment schemes, 
particularly outside the Amman 
area, and for greater incentives 
such as tax rebates and better 
infrastructure facilities such as 
water, electricity and transporta- 
tion. 

The conference, organised by 
the Ministry of Labour, the 
Queen Alia Jordan Welfare Fnnd 
and the International Labour 
Organisation, called on host 

(Continued on page 5) 


5 doctors held In connection 
with Zarqa woman’s death 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Five Jordanian doc- 
tors have been detained in con- 
nection with the death of a pre- 
gnant woman in Zarqa seven 
months ago and could face 
charges of medical malpractice in 
one of the rare cases in Jordan. 

The detention of the five doc- 
ton, who all worked at the Zarqa 
government hospital, came after 
the family of the deceased woman 
filed a case against diem, legal 
sources said. 

According to the sources and 
doctors in Zarqa familiar, with the 
case, the woman died in the 
hospital two hours after under- 
going a caesarean surgery in De- 
cember last year. 

Circumstances leading to the 
death remained unclear, but 
some doctors said the woman was 
suffering from an ailment medi- 
cally known as eedampsia, which 
induces very high Mood pressure 
and has a record of high mortality 
raze. 

Official in Zarqa, including the 
district attorney and the director 


of the health department there, 
declined ali comment on the case 
and referred all questions to the 
Ministry of Health. 

The minister of health, Dr. 
Arcf Batayneh, was not available 
for immediate comment. But tbe 
minister said last week that the 
authorities were pursuing a firm 
policy against “negligent" doc- 
tors. 

A special panel appointed by 
the Ministry of Health 
was known to have investigated 
die Zarqa case and filed a report, 
bnt the details of die findings of 
the inquiry were not immediately 
available. 

Informed sources said that 
some of the gynaecologists at the 
Zarqa hospital were transferred 
recently, but it could not be 
ascertained whether the so-called 
punishment transfers were re- 
lated to the case of the woman's 
death or other similar instances. 

At hast two of the doctors 
detained have already quit their 
jobs , at the hospital. 

Mohammad Ishaq Maraqa, 
head of the Jordan Medical Asso- 
(Continued on page 5) 


58 killed 
in Yemeni 
air crash 

SANAA (Agencies) — A Soviet- 
built military transport plane 
crashed in bad weather near 
Aden, killing all 58 people on 
board, an official announcement 
said Wednesday . 

Tbe plane, an Antonov, 
crashed Tuesday while on a flight 
to Aden from tbe Yemeni island 
of Socotra, a former Soviet milit- 
ary base 800 kilometres off Aden. 

The first report came from tbe 
state radio which quoted a gov- 
ernment announcement as saying 
68 people perished in the acci- 
dent. But a second announce- 
ment carried by the official news 
agency SABA said 57 people 
died, and that they were all 
Yemenis. 

Yemeni officials said the pas- 
sengers included cilivians and 
military personnel, but could not 
provide a breakdown. 

The Yemeni air force’s AN-12, 
AN-24, and AN-26 transport 
planes often are put into commer- 
cial use during the stormy mon- 
soon season in the Indian Ocean. 

Witnesses said the plane, car- 
rying civilian and military person- 
nel, exploded in a ball of fire as it 
hit the ground about 10 
kilometres from the airport. 

The plane circled the airport 
for some time, unable to land 
because of the sandstorm, a wit- 
ness said. 

He then saw it diving towards 
the ground and heard a huge 
bang followed by a foe that lit up 
tiie area. 

People rushed to the scene and 
several ambulances arrived bnt it 
was too late as there were no 
survivors. 

The control tower to Aden 
airport lost contact with the pilot 
shortly after he asked to fly on 
and land in Sanaa, administrative 
capital of the country, reunited in 
1990. 

The Yemeni News Agency said 
a committee, consisting of the 
defence and transport ministers 
and the air force chief, was inves- 
tigating the crash. 
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Sudan conflict enters new 
phase after rebel HQ taken 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — The 
Sudan government’s capture of 
the southern rebel headquarters 
at Torit has propelled the nine- 
year bush war into a new phase 
and may wipe oat progress made 
at peace talks between the two 
sides barely a month ago. 

Government troops overran 
the Sudan People’s Liberation' 
Army (SPLA) base near the bor- 
der with Uganda on Monday, 
Khartoum Radio reported on 
Tuesday. 

The attack, which had been 
expected by the rebels for weeks, 
was a climax to the Khartoum 
army's biggest dry season offen- 
sive of the war. It has captured 14 
towns since March. 

The rebels said they had with- 
drawn from Torit and were now 
besieging the town. 

But its fall is the latest in a list 
of dry season offensives by the 
government which have opened 
up for the first time in years rail 
and barge routes along the River 
Nile to southern towns, including 
the southern capital Juba. 

The SPLA, while conceding it 
has given ground, says it has 
returned to classic guerrilla tac- 
tics which proved so successful 
against the Sudanese army in the 
early 1980s when the lack of 
major rebel bases in southern 
Sudan made the guerrillas diffi- 
cult to find or bomb. 

> 

“Bravo, it will not affect the 
war situation in any way,” SPLA 
spokesman Garang Deng in the 
rebels' Nairobi office told Reu- 
ters defiantly. 

He vowed that SPLA forces 
would keep up the pressure on 
government troops defending re- 
mote garrisons in the south that 
were hard to resupply. 

The southern rebels still con- 
trol large areas of eastern and 
western Equatoria states and say 
they will regain lost ground with 


the onset of next rainy season. 

The war has caused untold 
suffering to civilians, thousands 
of whom died of famine or have 
been driven from their homes and 
divided from char families. 

United Nations officials said 
they feared 150,000 southern 
-Sudanese refugees would flood 
into Uganda as a result of Torit’s 
capture. Some 22,500 Sudanese 
fled to Kenya last month. 

The SPLA has been weakened 
by tide loss of crucial Ethiopian 
support and an internal split cre- 
ated when several officers last 
August called for the removal of 
John Garang, their chief since the 
rebellion was launched in 1983. 

Last month the factions said 
they were about to rejoin forces 
to fight for self-determination 
rather than seek a better deal for 
the mainly Christian and ammist 
south from the Muslim, Arabised 
north. 

This followed the government’s 
refusal at peace talks in the Nige- 
rian capital Abnja to yield a key 
rebel demand that Islam should 
no ionger be imposed as the state 
religion. 

Dissatisfaction in the south has 
caused unrest in one form or 
another ever since Sudan became 
independent in 1955. 

Government and rebel delega- 
tions in the Nigerian-brokered 
talks said they would meet for 
another round of negotiations 
soon, but no date has been given 
for these — if they are to go 
ahead at all. 

Omar Hassan AJ Bashir, leader 
of the military government which 
took power in Khartoum in a 
1989 coup, said last month the 
army offensive would go on “un- 
til peace is achieved throughout 
the country.” 

Reporters are banned from the 
war zones, and there is no way to 
evaluate the rebels’ strength m 
the south where they have con- 


trolled most of the countryside, 
with the government in power in 
large cities. 

And, despite a series of gov- 
ernment victories since- March, 
that helped bring the rebels and. 
government officials to the nego- 
tiating table, the talks have been 
inconclusive so far. 

In its statement from Nairobi, 
the SPLA said the government 
lost more than 1,500 troops and 
sustained “great material loss," 
on their way to Torit, indicating 
the rebels put up a fight. 

The nine-year war has claimed 
the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of Sudanese, mostly 
southerners, many of whom died 
from famine caused by the fight- 
ing. 

A recent escalation in the fight- 
ing has created refugees from the 
south fleeing to the north at a rate 
of 500 a day, adding to earlier 
waves of escapees and leading to 
epidemics and malnutrition. 

The capture of Torit deals a 
severe blow to the rebels and 
considerably boosts the govern- 
ment’s string of battlefold victor- 
ies. 

Since the start of the dvfl war, 
neither the government nor the 
rebels were able to win a decisive 
military victory. Last year, the 
SPLA was dealt a double blow 
with the loss of its major backer 
in neighbouring Ethiopia, ousted 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, and an 
internal power struggle that 
weakened it further. 

SPLA headquarters were 
moved from Ethiopia to Torit 
after Colonel Mengistu’s fall. 
Since February, the government 
has taken over about a dozen 
strategic towns and villages from 
the rebels. 

The victories gave Khartoum 
the upper hand during p25ce talks 
mediated by Nigeria in May. But 
the talks ended inconclusively. 


New Israeli 
ministers take 
unfamiliar roles 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s new 
transportation minister, one of a 
host of novices to government, 
freed his first vehicular problem 
on Tuesday even before formally 
assuming office — finding his 
own car. 

“It must be around here some- 
where,” said Yisrael Kessar, sur- 
veying a snarl of official vehicles 
piloted by new chauffeurs in the 
driveway of Israel President, 
Chaim Herzog's official resi- 
dence. ( 

As Labour Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s new government 
assembled to receive Mr. -Her- 
zog’s official blessing and a cham- 
pagne toast, veterans of past 
Labour governments chided new- 
comers for whom the formalities 
— and chauffeurs — marked a 
radical change of lifestyle. 

Ten of the 17 ministers in Mr. 
Rabin’s new government have 
never held cabinet posts be- 
fore. 

An elegantly-tailored Com- 
munications and Police Minister 
Moshe Sbahal laughed as he hug- 
ged Housing Minister Binyamin 
Ben Eliezer, who made a rare 
bow to convention by donning a 
jacket and tie for die ceremony. 

“What did you expect me to 
wear, a bathing suit?” first-tune 
minister Ben-Eliezer said. 

Health Minister Haim Ramon, 
who guided the centrist Labour. 
Party to a stunning victory over 
former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s hardline Likud, said his 
own health was good. 

“It had better be,” Mr. Ramon 
added, "because I understand the 
ambulance crews are about to go 
on strike.” 

Outspoken Shulamit Aloni of 
the far-left Meretz bloc, examin- 
ing the sparkling wine during the 
president's ceremony, exercised . 
her perogative as culture minister: 
“These are not the correct glas- 
ses for champagne." 


Iraq steps up campaign 
against U.N. inspectors 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s press 
went on the offensive on Wednes- 
day against U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors keeping a vigil outside its 
agriculture ministry calling them 
“rats, scoundrels and stray dogs.” 

The attacks coincided with a 
fresh demonstration against die 
inspectors who have kept a con- 
stant watch on the ministry since 
July 5 when Iraq refused to let 
them inside to search for alleged 
evidence related to its weapons 
programmes. 

“Stray dogs are still at the 
threshold of the Agriculture and 
Irrigation Ministry, the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Jumbouriyah 
proclaimed in a front-page ban- 
ner headline. 

“They are staying there despite 
the mounting hatred and despite 
what they face from the Iraqi 
street,” it said. 

Demonstrators gathered out- 
side the building on Wednesday 
morning shouting anti U.S. ana 
anti -Security Council slogans. 

A man. carrying his small 
daughter on his shoulders yelled: 
“You mercenaries, owners of cal- 
toas hearts. Leave us alone.” 

Two inspectors, protected by 
Iraqi police and guards, sat in an 
air-conditioned U.N. car a short 
distance away from the man. 

The press campaign reflects the 
tough line adopted by Iraq in the 
free of a Security Council de- 
mand that the international arms 
experts be given immediate ac- 
cess to the building under the 
terms of the Gulf war ceasefire. 

The U.N. inspectors claim 
Baghdad stores information there 
on ballistic missiles and data on 
companies and individuals who 
helped Iraq with its nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Iraqi officials are ruling out any 
compromise, saying that the 
build mg is a civilian installation 
and any U.N. attempt to enter it 
infringes Iraq's sovereignty. ' 

Husain . Mohammad Ameen, 


head of the Iraqi team that 
accompanies U.N. inspectors, 
said: "Our attitude is firm, not 
liable to change. We shall not let 
them check the building.” 

Tension between the inspectors 
and individual Iraqis has grown 
daily. 

Passers-by curse the inspectors, 
blaming them for the continua- 
tion of U.N. trade sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq’s August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

An Iraqi artist stood metres 
away from the U.N. car on 
Wednesday and drew a picture of 
the original team leader. U.S. 
Army Major Karen Jansen, de- 
picting her as a rat devouring 
Iraqi wheat and barely. 

Tne official press has accused 
Major Jansen of being an agent of 
the U.S. Central Intelligence 
. Agency (CIA). 

One newspaper on Wednesday 
described mu* as a “flirtatious 
woman ... wfao led a comic 
. team.” 

The inspectors themselves say 
they will maintain their vigil as 
long as the Security Council 
wants them to. 

“There has been no change in 
my instructions. I am here to 
inspect the building,” Douglas 
Englund, bead of field opera- 
tions, said. 

Iraqi officials said on Wednes- 
day that representatives of huma- 
nitarian organisations had en- 
tered the building. 

On Monday, Agriculture 
Minister Abdul Wahab 
Mahmoud AJ Sabbagh offered to 
defuse the row by inviting inde- 
pendent observers to visit his 
ministry to show be had nothing 
to hade. 

But the U.N. special commis- 
sion charged with eliminating 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 
tion under terms of Gulf war 
ceasefire spurned the offer, 
saying only ’its experts were cap- 
able of evaluating documents. 


Afghan factions hold Kabul food and fuel hostage 


By Kurt Scbork 

Reuter 

TAPE SURKH, Afghanistan 
— Nearly half of all govern- 
ment food and fuel shipments 
to Afghanistan’s capital from 
j the north have been inter- 
cepted by rival armed groups 
in the 10 weeks since the coun- 
try’s new Islamic rulers took 
power, according to an army 
general. 

Only four government con- 
voys have completed the trip 
from Kheyratan to Kabul since 
April, with 900 of 2,100 lorries 
hijacked by armed groups for 
their own use. 

Food prices in the capital. 


however, remain moderate be- 
cause of plentiful summer 
vegetables and shipments of 
wheat, meat and sugar from 
P akis tan. 

But Kabul’s 550 public buses 
have been idle for nine days 
because there is no diesel fhel 
for them. 

“The * problem between 
Tape Surfch and Kabul is two 
Hezb-e-Islami commanders,” 
said Major-General Moham- 
mad Akram, the army official 
in charge of transportation in 
the north. 

“We could clean the area in 
one day, but we don’t want to 
use force." 


Tape Snrkb is a government 
transport depot 75 kilometres 
north of Kabul. 

Hezb-e-Islami, a hardline 
fundamentalist group beaded 
by Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, fre- 
quently finds itself at violent 
odds with the coalition govern- 
ment of which it is a member. 

Afghan Prime Minister 
Ustad Farced is a senior Hezb- 
e-Islami'' official. 

A Hezb spokesman acknow- 
ledged some of their local com- 
manders north of Kabul have 
been creating transport prob- 
lems, but said other Afghan 
factions were guilty of the 
same conduct. 


Afghan rebels captured 
Kabul and overthrew the com- 
munist government on April 25 
after 14 years of civil war. 

Since then the capital and 
the countryside have been 
ruled by a a patchwork of rival 
guerrilla bands and former 
communist troops. 

All the groups pledge 
theoretical allegiance to 
Afghanistan’s new Islamic gov- 
ernment, but deep regional, 
religious, and ethnic divisions 
have made cooperation among 
them nearly impossible. 

Gen. Akram said both guer- 
rilla forces and government 
troops are confiscating diesel 


fuel shipments all along the 
route from Kheyratan, on the 
Uzbek border, to K& al. 

Fears of a severe winter fuel 
shortage are believed to be 
prompting the diversions. 

Some of the 139 lorries 
queued up at Tape Surkh have 
been waiting three’ weeks' for 
permission to enter the capital. 

When 34-year-old govern- 
ment lorry driver Mohammad 
Qasira left Kabul for Kheyra- 
tan more than two months ago, 
the capital was still under com- 
munist control. 

Now Mr. Qasim is stuck at 
Tape Surkh,- waiting for the 
government to open the main 
highway so he can deliver his 


load of wheat and sugar to 
Kabul. 

“We want to work as drivers 
for the Islamic government and 
do our duty transporting 
goods,” he said, “but some of 
-. onr brothers along the road are 
t> not letting us pass."-. >. 

i The last government cbn- 
- f voy, consisting of 258 lorries, 
arrived in Kabul on July 12. 

Gen. Akram said “four to 
six" lorry-loads of fuel were 
hijacked by Hezb-e-Islami 
forces along the way even after 
a safe passage agreement was 
negotiated between the de- 
fence ministry and the prime 
minister’s office. 


/ASHINGTON (USIA) — 
alestinians and Israelis have 
igitimate rights and legitimate 
•ars, and each side must team to 
nderstand the other’s position 
nd concerns if they are to negoti- 
te successfully, says an Amer- 
an negotiating expert. 

"The legitimacy of your case is 
a strong. Don’t throw it away," 
Loger Fisher, director of 
lamegie-Meilon University’s 
larvard Negotiating Project, 
rged Cairo-based Arab joumal- 
;ts participating in a July 14 
Vorld Net “Symposium" satellite 
Revision programme. 

Mr. Fisher, the author of 
Negotiating: How to Get from * 
lere to There,” said Palestinians 
lust instead “win oyer the 
sraelis based on the legitimacy of 
our case, not on the illegitimacy 
f theirs.” 

Mr. Fis her said he is convinced 


Palestinians and Israelis have to 
address each other’s concerns, expert says 


that by working together on joint 
projects, by demonstrating re- 
liability, the power of ideas and 
abilities, the Palestinians will 
eventually be able to convince the 
'Israelis that they are not a threat 
bat wish to five in peace with 
their neighbours. 

He warned that if the Palesti- 
nians and Israelis continue to 
repeat the same old arguments, 
instead of putting themselves in 
the shoes of the other side and 
attempting to understand that 
tide's fears and feelings, instead 
of proposing new solutions, they 
will continue to fail to reach a 
lasting solution to their problems. 

“So far, neither tide has come 
up with a proposal that makes 
sense for the future,” Mr. Fisher 
noted. “I find the negotiators that 
are successful are the ones who 
don’t play the same old records.", 


Mr. Fisher" said that by de- 
veloping joint projects of serious 
value to society. Alestinians and 
Israelis can begin to develop 
friendships on a one-on-one 
basis, rather than each continuing 
to see only an adversary. Once 
dealing on the human level, they 
begin to develop trust for each 
other, he added. 

Palestinian physicians could 
collaborate with Israeli doctors 
on such diseases and AIDS or 
typhoid; likewise, engineers 
could collaborate with.engmeers, 
teachers with teachers, and 
lawyers with lawyers. 

Mr. Fisher reminded interlocu- 
tors that by working jointly with 
them, “you’re not giving the 
Israelis something: You’re gain- 
ing the power to influence them.” 

Through such collaboration, 
Mr. Fisher said. Palestinians win 
begin to understand tile emotions. 


of the Israelis, their fear that the 
next Arab, for example, “may be 
an assassin.” 

“It is not your fault,” be said, 
but it is a legitimate Israeli fear 
based upon a history that includes 
the Holocaust. 

As an example of putting your- 
self in the otfaerfs shoes, Mr. 
Fisher illustrated how at one 
point be bad enabled the. late 
Egyptian President Jamal Abdul 
Nasser to understand the nego- 
tiating plight of Israeli leader 
Golda Meir. He asked Nasser to 
imagine her, as a leader, simply 
acquiescing to all Arab demands 
arid giving up everything to the 
Arab "World. Mr. Nasser did, and 
chuckled. “She would have a very 
hard time” justifying her actions 
to those Israelis who had en- 
trusted her with their lives, Mr. 
Fisher said. 


Were the Palestinians to come 
up with some new proposals, 
possibly giving op something they 
don’t need, such as recognition of 
the Israeli right to a homeland, 
they might gain something in 
return, Mr. Fisher said. 

Indicate to the Israelis during 
negotiations that, for example, 
the Arabs will not want a nufitaiy 
state, but simply a home, Mr. 
Fisher suggested. 

He added that he knows that 
not only Israelis, but Palestinians 
have suffered: “Being domin- 
ated, overwhelmed. That's 
rough. But ask yourself, “What’s 
that Israeli (negotiator) being 
asked to do?’ Israelis feel very 
threatened,” he noted. 

“It is very important that the 
[sraelis feel accepted" as they 
negotiate with the Palestinians, 
Mr. Fisher said. To achieve this. 


be added, each side must suspend 
the burden of a legacy of mistrust 
and emotional animosity, and 
above all, they must separate 
their substantive differences from 
tiie respect and acceptance of the 
.negotiators as human beings. 

That respect for the other 
negotiator, Mr. Fisher empha- 
sised. may be even more impor- 
tant during tiie negotiations than 
any political or economic prob- 
lems they are attempting to work 
out. 

Mr. Fisher also stressed the 
value of third-party negotiators 
taking part in the peace talks, 
indicating that they can be invalu- 
able in contributing new ideas for 
consideration. He suggested not 
only, involving the United States, 
but possibly inviting Jo rdanians , 
Egyptians, or Scandinavians to 
contribute their ideas to the pro- 
cess. . • 


MUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRJEF 


Iraq to boycott U.N. borders mooting 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq told the United Nations on Tuesday 
would boycott meetings of a U.N. boondaiy commission en- 
trusted with tiie demarcation of its borders with Kuwait in protest 
at a previous recommendation. The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
cniH Foreign Minister Ahmad Hussein Al Khudayes told U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gfaali in a message that Iraq would 
boycott the meetings “because tiie commission will not listen to 
Iraq’s opinion. "The commission recommended in April that the 
border Iraq-Kuwait border should be moved northwards, 
Kuwait most of Iraq’s mam naval base at Union Qasr and a _ w __ 
share in the Rumaflah ©afield. Iraq rejected the move and asked 
the Security Council not to ratify it because it was “a mere 
political decision imposed by powers exerting authority in the 
Security Council, especially tiie United States and Britain." The 
commission was due to meet in New York from Wednesday until 
July 24. 

Guerrilla killed in attack in S. Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — One guerrilla was killed in an 
attack on an Israeli-backed militia position in south Lebanon on 
Wednesday, security sources said. They said guerrillas, using 
submachineguxis and anti-tank rockets, a tt a cke d the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia position in the Qantara area in 
Israel's “security zone” but were beaten back. No SLA casualties 
were reported. One guerrilla was killed and SLA tanks and 
artillery pounded the surrounding area after the assault, the 
sources added. The attack followed three consecutive days of. 
Israeli and §LA shelling from the “security zone” of areas largely 
under tiie control of HizboDah . A civilian was killed in shelling on 
Monday on villages north of tiie 15-kflomctres deep zone, set up 
in 1985 and held by 1,000 Israeli troops and the 3.000-strong SLA. 

Algeria-Egypt flights to resume 

ALGIERS fR) — Flights between Algeria and Egypt, broken off 
during the Gulf war in 1991, will resume at the end of Jnly, the 
official news agency APS said. Quoting an airline source, it said 
the national airlines. Air Algerie and Egyptair, recently revised a 
contract for freight and passenger services. It was not immediately 
possible to confirm the report but talks on resuming services were 
announced last March! Links were suspended during the war 
when pro-Iraqi demonstrators in Algiers attacked foreign airline 
offices, including those of Egypt which was part of the U.S.-led 
coalition against Baghdad. 

Saudi taken hostage, freed by Afghan faction 

KABUL (R) — A Saudi man mentioned as possibly his country’s 
next ambassador to Afghanistan was taken hostage and later 
freed by an Iranian-backed faction in Kabul, Afghan Defence 
Ministry sources said Tuesday. They said Wael Hamza Julaidan 
was taken into custody by Hezb-e- Wah dat, an alliance of eight 
Shiite Muslim parties, on Monday morning near the Continental 
Hotel and released later that evening. .Mr. Julaidan , also known 
as Abul Hassan, heads the Muslim World League, which 
funnelled millions of dollars in military and humanitarian aid to 
rebel groups during foe 14-year Afghan war. Hezb-ErWabdat 
spokesman Abdul Ali Mazari acknowledged Mr. Julaidan had 
been held by them on Monday, but said it was a case of mistaken 
identity which arose because the Saudi man was not carrying 
proper papers. Kabul fell to Afghan rebel forces on April 25 and 
has since been ruled by a patchwork of rival guerrilla forces and 
former government military units. Diplomats in Kabul say Mr. 
Jnlaidan’s name is mentioned for the vacant Saudi ambassador's 
post because of his long association with the Afghan resistance 
rather than on the basis of inside knowledge about the intentions 
of tire Sandi government. The Defence Ministry said Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani intervened on Monday and 
telephoned Hezb-^Wshdat to request Mr. Julaidan’s release. 
Tito £audi, who was reported -unharmed m the incident, is 
believed to have left Kabul for Peshawar, Pakistan. 

Iranian official warns against population growth 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran, which produces only half the food 
needed for its 60 million people, faces a Weak future if its 
population continues to grow at one of the fastest rates in tiie 
world, an Iranian official said Tuesday. Samad Assadpour, family 
planning director at tiie Ministry of Health, said that at the 
present growth rate, the population would double in 30 years. The 
Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) quoted him as saying at a 
news conference in Tehran that Iran had no “alternative other 
than to opt for a well-planned demographic scheme,” or face a 
Weak future. He did not elaborate on his proposal, but said 
600,000 new jobs were needed every year just to keep up present 
needs. Before tiie 1979 revolution, Iran was able to feed itself, but 
the' agricultural programmes of the previous government were 
eititer scrapped after the 1979 Islamic revolution, or were ignored 
durin g the 1 980-88 war with Iraq. During the war, Iran’s derical 
rulers offered couples fi nancial incentives and other perks to have 
more children. After tiie war, officials realised that the 3.7 per. 
c ent ann ual growth would doable the population in 20 years. A 
vigo rous f amfly planning programme, launched about two years 
ago, aims to Hunt families to two children by taking away tiie old 
government incentives to have more than two. The programme, 
and economic woes which have forced Iranians to have less 
cfafldiea, have cut tiie population growth rate to an annual 2.7 per 
cent. r 

Tunisia opens new airport in Tabarka 

TUNES (R) — Tunisia has 
northwestern resort 



the 

said on Wednesday. The airport will mainly serve charter flights 
to and from Tabarka where Italian and Saudi investors are 
financing the building of new tourist hostels. 

Kurds kill 3 Turkish police officers 

W — Separatist Kurds (tilled a police chief and 
tw other officers m a gun battle in southeast Turkey, a security 
offioal said on Wednesday. The official in the regional capital 
Dryarbatar saidthethree were killed on Tuesday night by Kurdish 
Labom- Itoty (PKK) guerrillas blocking a main raid outside the 
town of Baskale m Van province. The latest kffime raised to 101 
1116 d f a ^l to11 ™ PKFs e s c a l atin g rebellion in the southeast this 
month. More than 4,250 people have been killed since 1984 when 

fnft mn n n hfmn a -x • , . . _ . 


the gr oup began a violent campaign of independence for Turkey's 

*• Ankara ^re fuses to recognise the 


estimated 10 million Kurds. 
Kurds as a separate nation. 
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Eraagdfcal Lat h eras Chord: Tel: 
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Church at the Naareoe TeL 675691. 
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Normal summer weatbm will prevail 
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Amman 16 1‘. 

Aqaba 25/36 
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Jordan VaBsy 23/35 
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King confers Medal of the First Order 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein received Wednes- 
day the mufti of the Jordanian Armed Forces, Maj.-Gen. Noah 
Saimaa Al Qudah. King Hussein conferred upon Sheikh Qudah 
Al Istiklal Medal of the Fust Order in appreciation of his 
efficiency and dedication. 


Committee to study privatising 
Amman garbage collection 


French envoy — too early 
to judge Rabin policies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Faced with 
modndng pressures of municipal 
services because of the ever growing 
population of Amman, the muni- 
cipal council has given the green 
light to a special committee to 
study the prospect of entrusting 
garbage collecting to a tool firm. 

Collecting and disposing of gar- 
bage collected from Amman 
streets and districts has been esti- 
mated to cost the municipality 
JD5.2 milli on each year, with the 
possibility of an increase because 
of the expected -10 to 30 per cent 
increase in the amount of waste, 
according to municipality 
sources. 

Collecting transporting and dis- 
posing Amman garbage was the 
main item on the municipal coun- 
cil's agenda, reviewed Tuesday 
evening before the go-ahead in- 
structions were given to the muni- 
cipality’s technical committee. 

The committee is to examine 


the possibilities of allowing' a 
local firm take over the business 
of collecting the garbage, a pro- 
cess, which according to munici- 
pality so ur ce s , will reduce the 
council’s annual expenses by 10 
to 15 per cent. 

Not all council members were 
in agreement about plans to en- 
trust garbage collection to a local 
firm, noting rhar a contractor 
could not offer a good service. 

However, some of the mem- 
bers admitted that the municipal- 
ity has lost its control over its 
workers and garbage collectors 
who dedicate only one quarter of 
their time to their wont. 

The proponents of the idea of 
allowing a contractor to carry out 
the task of garbage collection 
cited the success of the process in 
Aqaba where a local firm has 
been in charge of the business 
Jbr several years. 


JPA pledges to fight to attain 
democratic Arab world 


AMMAN — The President and 
members of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) Wednesday 
sent a cable to his Majesty King 
Hussein pledging to follow in his 
footsteps to serve this country 
and the Arab nation. 

Your courageous national 
siands and your defence ofhgie£.- 
shrmes of {he.;Arab World, will - 
remain printed in die minds and 
memories of the coming gejpwf"'* 
tion as they are ideal and model 
stands that can be copied by all 
Arabs, said the cable. 

In the cable, the association 
board said that the current hostile 
campaigns against this country 
and the continued pressure being, 
exercised on the Jordanian peo- 
ple can' only make them more 
steadfast and determined to hold 


on to their national stand and 
uphold national principles and 
show pride in belonging to the 
Jo rdanian family serving under its 
leader. 

The cable said that the Jorda- 
nian joamalists were ready to 
sacrifice their souls and exert all 
efforts towards constructing mod- 
ern Jordan,' 'which carries ' the 
torch for the whole nation. 

The cable said that the journal- 
ists believe in and will fight to 
attain a new Arab World that 
values democracy and justice and 
respect for humanity and human 
rigfats. 

The cable said that the journal- 
ists commit themselves to be sol- 
diers and knights serving the 
leader of this country. 


Petra celebrates' 23rd year 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Thursday 
celebrates its 23rd anniversary 
with added confidence that it will 
puisne the process of develop- 
ment and progress achieved over 
the past few years, according to 
Petra Director General Ah Safa- 
di. 

Mr. Safadi said on the eve of 
the anniversary that the agency 
was looking forward to trans- 
forming its current cable trans- 
mission into satellite transmis- 
sion. 

Indeed, the agency, has 


already prepared studies for this 
transformation, which be ntoed 
will enable Petra to reach all parts 
of the world. 

Furthermore, Petra plans to 
re-open its offices abroad to en- 
sure fast relay of news materials 
from various Arab and foreign 
countries, and die main interna- 
tional news centres, Mr. Safadi 
added. 

He said that Petra which came 
into being in 1969 strives to re- 
flect Jordan's cultural, economic, 
social and other achievements to 
the rest of the world. 
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Arab labourers delegation leaves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of the International 
Federation of Arab Labourers Hassan Jammam concluded 
Wednesday a two-day visit to Jordan during which he held talks 
with the secretary general of the federation of Jordanian Labour 
Unions. The talks dealt with issues related die Jordanian and 
Arab labour movements and ways of enhancing relations between 
Arab Labour Federations. In another development, an Egyptian 
labour delegation also ended its two-day visit to Jordan. The 
delegation held talks on ways of enhancing Jordanian-Egyptian 
relations in labour-related fields. 

Sharif briefs Belgians on media 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif 
received Wednesday a delegation representing Belgian youth 
organisations. Mr. Sharif briefed the delegation on the role of the 
Jordanian maw media in enhancing the democratisatiou process 
in die Kingdom. The minister, who also answered questions by 
members rtf the delegation, outlined the duties of the Ministry of 
Information and its relationship with the media. He stressed that 
die minis try never interferes in the affairs of the mass media. 
Belgian ambassador Johan Ballegeer, who was present at the 
meeting expressed thanks for Jordan for hosting die delegation, 
which was also received by director of die Palestinian Affairs 
Department Adel Irsheid and Deputy I&sa Al Rimom. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


£ Field trip organised by the Friends of Archaeology to Wadi A! 
Yahfc. De partur e on Friday at 9 un. from Arara Hotel 
parking lot hi private cars* 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

& Two concerts by Lebanese artist Mahon Barakat at the 
southern theatre of Jera* «* Thursday mid Friday at 9 pjn. 
# Arable poetry recital at the Royal Cultural Centra onThiroday 
and Friday at &30 pjn 


AMMAN (J.T.)— France voiced 
hope Wednesday that the Israeli 
government will cease violat- 
ing the Geneva Conventions with 
regard to the rights .of Palesti- 
nians in the occupied' Arab terri- 
tories. 

French ambassador to Jordan 
Denis Bancbaxd said that die 
Arab-Israeti peace process should 
be based on U-N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions ' 242 and 338 and 
that these resolutions should be 


One can not accept any 
alternative solutions to the inter- 
national legiti mac y and in dealing 
with world issues. Only one 
criteria is accepted in the imple- 
mentation of U-N. resolutions, 
noted the ambassador in an inter- 
view with the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. 

Reiterating France’s stand on 
the peace process, the ambassa- 
dor said that Paris supports the 
right of the Palestinian people for 
self-determination. 

Indeed, the present circumst- 
ances offer the best opportunity 
for the achievement of a just and 
comprehensive peace, noted Mr. 
Bauchard. 

' Referring to the recent Israeli 
parliamentary elections, the 
ambassador said the elections 
proved that die Israeli people 
want to change the country’s poli- 
cies and achieve peace. The latest 
elections showed some positive 
elements exist that can help 
achieve that goal as new leaders 
and new ideas emerge. 

Bnt, he noted, it is too early to 


judge Rabin’s policies even 
though France looks forward to 
seeing serious negotiations as 
soon as possible. 

On Fran co-Jordanian relations, 
the ambassador noted that they 
have been strong and progres- 
sing, thanks to His Majesty King 
Hussein's personal relations with 
the successive presidents of 
France over the past 30 years. 

The Jordanian-French joint 
committee, which has been hold- 
ing regular meetings to promote 
ties with the two countries, has 
gone a long way towards bolster- 
ing cooperation in tourism, cul- 
ture, information, archaeology, 
health and science, noted Mr. 
Bauchard. 

He said a ten-year-old idea will 
soon take shape when a French 
radio channel wfl] start transmit- 
ting from Amman to 300,000 
French language speakers in the 
area in the first week of August. 

Radio Jordan is offering the 
facility and the programmes will 
be presented in cooperation with 
the French embassy in Amman, 
noted the ambassador. 

He said that France is soon 
gran ting* scholarships for Jorda- 
nian doctors to conduct post 
graduate studies in French in- 
stitutions. In addition, the 
French- Jordanian clubs and 
societies have bad their own 
share in further promoting ties 
between the French and Jorda- 
nian people, noted the ambassa- 
dor. 

The ambassador expressed 
hope that the question of recog- 



Denis Bauchard 

nising university degrees awarded 
by French universities will soon 
be solved in Jordan. He said that 
the question of equivalence of 
certificates has been under study 
Iatety and it is hoped that the two 
rides wfll reach a positive deci- 
sion. 

France is also helping to allevi- 
ate the financial burdens of Jor- 
dan through its role in the Paris 
Club. He said that France, which 
is a member of this dub, has been 
instrumental in formulating solu- 
tions favouring Jordan, which is 
facing difficult economic cir- 
cumstances. 

According to an agreement be- 
tween France and Jordan, Radio 
Jordan will be transmitting four 
hours every morning in French to 
300,000 French speakers in Jor- 
dan and the West Bank. Local 
French speaking Jordanians are 
currently being trained and re- 
cruited to work at the French 
radio channel. 


Moves accelerated towards 
privatising national carrier 


By P.Y. Vjveknnand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government has 
speeded up moves to privatise the 
natiohaf carrier. Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), with hopes that the fortunes 
of the debt-ridden airline could 
be turned around, informed 
sources said Wednesday. 

The government had made up 
its mm d to privatise the airline 
several years ago after turning 
down-proposals to^ inject treasury 
funds to bail out’ the company. 
But "a formaT laimbhing of the 
move was pending -studies and 
discussions to arrive at the best 
feasible means to effect the con- 
version. 

A special committee was 
formed a few days ago “to look 
into the affairs of the airline and 
study all possibilities,” said one 
source. “It could take months 
before the picture is fully dear.” 

According to the sources, the 
first step in the envisaged move 
mil be to set up a shareholding 
entity owned by govermnent and 
semi-government organisation as 
well as commercial banks before 
inviting private sector investors, 
inducting foreign parties, to buy 
into the airline. 


JDTC ’ 
to attend 
international 
Carpet fair 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre will 
participate next Saturday in the 
Atlanta International Carpet Fair 
whore two of the export sales 
staff members of JDTC will be 
showing a variety of traditional 
and new carpet lines produced in 
different Jordanian units, in addi- 
tion to its extensive embroidered 
pillow collection and other hand- 
crafted Jordanian prodnets,' 
according to a press release from 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation. 

The fair is sponsored by the 
largest carpet market in the Un- 
ited ;Ste83v the Atlanta Merchan- 
dise Mart, Atlanta, Georgia and 
will last for two days. About five 
thousand of the world’s top floor 
covering buyers are expected to 
attend. 

JDTC was established by the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation in 
1990 as part of the National 
Handicraft Development Project 

to revitalise handcraft’ produc- 
tion through a business-oriented 
approach that focuses on market 
expansion, creating new jobs, tt^ 
creasing income- . ~i 


The leading public sector 
shareholders in the venture in 
die interim will be some of the 
biggest creditors of the carrier, 
including the Jordan Petroleum 
Refineries and the Social Security 
Corporation, the sources told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Foreign parties will be invited 
to acquire shares in the airline, 
bnt the controlling interest win be 
retained by Jordanians — not 
necessarily the government but 
public and private sector institu- 
tions and individuals,” said one 
rource. 

‘No official 'comment was avail- 
able from " RJ, bnt company 
so u r ces said the airline manage- 
ment was not directly involved in 
the government moves, which in- 
dude spelling out the legal and 
constitutional framework for the 
transformation of the state- 
owned carrier to a private sector 
entity. 

“We are awaiting a formal 
notification of the government's 
decision and related plans,” said 
another source. “In any event, 
the change cannot be effected 
overnight since relevant legisla- 
tion and regulations have to be 
drawn up and enacted." 

International auditors Arthur 


Anderson have been studying 
the accounts of the airline and 
have submitted two reports — a 
preliminary assessment and then 
a closer review — recommending 
that farther capital be injected 
into RJ to raise its present JD 22 
milli on capital. It is expected that 
die new entity will have a capital 
of $100 million. 

The government-appointed 
panel will be able to recommend 
the details of the privatisation 
move only after receiving and 
studying the final report of the 
auditors, officials said. 

The main- problem of RJ, 
according to economic experts 
and banking circles, is its heavy 
debts, accmnmulated over the 
years. No definite figure is avail- 
able on the debts, bat informed 
sources estimated it around S300 
million. 

“As an airline, RJ is making a 
net operational profit, but the 
burden of having to service its 
debts is not only wiping out the 
gains but also pushing it constant- 
ly into the red,” said one official. 
He added that the net loss of the 
airline during 1991 was around 
JD 40 million despite having post- 
ed an operational profit. 


Queen to open annual meeting 
of young women living abroad 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Al Hus- 
sein on Saturday will inaugu- 
rate the annual national 
gathering at Ajloun of young 
women living abroad. 

The Ministry of Youth orga- 
nises the annual gathering of 
young men and women in Jor- 
dan with the aim of providing 
the participants with informa- 
tion about the Kingdom’s de- 
velopment, noted Jiryes Had- 
dad, director of the ministiy's 
cultural and national guidance 
department. 

Mr. Haddad noted that 80 
young women living abroad 
taking part in this year’s 
gathering will be able to mix 
with yonng women living in 
Jordan and win be informed on 
the country’s progress in cultu- 
ral, scientific and other fields. 

During their seven-day stay 
at a camp near the northern 
town of Ajloun, Mr. Haddad 
noted the participating women 
will be taken on tours of va- 
rious projects and archaeolo- 
gical sites as well as visit to 
Jordanian families with the aim 
of bolstering their ties with 
Jordan and the Jordanian peo- 
ple. 

In addition, he said, the par- 


ticipants will be requested to 
be involved in voluntary work 
in a show of their national 
belonging, they will also listen 
. to lectures, take part in semi- 
nars and meet with Jordanian 
officials as well as notable 
personalities, arranged for them 
by the Ministry of Youth. 

The ministry also distributes 
Jordanian daily newspapers, 
magazines and other printed 
materials, which reach the ex- 
patriates abroad on a regular 
bass. 

PSD destroys 
JD3.5 million 
worth of drugs 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Author- 
ities Wednesday destroyed 
drugs estimated to be worth 
JD3-5 million that were seized 
from drug traffickers over the 
past five months. 

A statement by the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
said that the drugs, which con- 
tained 2,186 kilos of hashish, 
21 kilos of heroin and 234,535 
captagon pflb were burned at 
one of the kilns of the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company. 



GRAPHITE TENNIS RACKETS 


| DUNLOP SHOES (**») 

JD 9.500 

| Available at: WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP 

^ Amman-Wadi Saqra St>Tel.633379 
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Three political parties form first 
merger since passing of parties law 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times staff Reporter 
AMMAN — In an unpre- 
cedented move three Jordanian 
political parties announced 
Wednesday that they were join- 
ing forces to form die Progressive 
Democratic Jordanian Party 
(PDJP). The move was the first 
merger of established political 
groupings in the Kingdom since 
die political parties law was pas- 
sed in the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment ten days ago. 

The Progressive Jordanian Par- 
ty (PJP) led by Fawaz Zoubi. the 
Democratic Jordanian Party 
(DJP) led by Ali Amer and the 
organisation for Communist 
Labourers is Jordan (OCLJ) led 
by Newsier Al Keyed all emerged 
in their present form after Jor- 
dan’s -.1988 decision to break all 
administrative and political finks 
with the West Bank. 

Known as the disengagement 
from the occupied territories, the 
1988 move set off a series of new 
formations of political groups and 
parties in the Kingdom. 

“In order to abide by the disen- 
gagement we also disengaged the 
parties that had been working on 
both sides of the River Jordan for 
the last 30 years," explained par- 
ty organiser, Mohammad Hamar- 
sheb of the DJP. 

The three parties in question 
are all leftist and one has been 
active on the political scene since 
the 1950’s. The PJP became a 


party in early 1991 after breaking 
with the Palestinian Communist 
Party. Like the PJP, the Demo- 
cratic Jordanian Party, which 
since August 1989 became inde- 
pendent from the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (Abed Rabbo faction), was a 
break off from the still existing 
Palestinian parties. 

The OCLJ, by far the oldest 
and possibly the most populous of 
the three parties, has been active, 
in one form or another, since the 
1950’s. The three parties are all 
based on m artist or socialist be- 
liefs. 

With the changes in left wing, 
parties all over the world, the 
Jordanian leftist parties have also 
undergone reform in their infras- 
tructure and have made the lead- 
ership less centralised and more 
democratic. 

“The union of the three parties 
in and of itself is an indiration of 
liberalisation and flexibility that 
may not have been their before," 
said Ali Amer. 

Thed PJP, the DJP and the 
OCLJ decided on the merger 
after it became evident that the 
Jordanian political scene would 
be flooded with political parties 
as soon as they were legalised. 

“We started hearing that there 
will be 60 parties at least — we 
know that with too many parties 
on the scene the votes will be split 
and we want the largest number 
of votes — so maybe we can get 


some people elected into the 
legislature and effect some gov- 
ernment programmes,” said Mr. 
Amer. 

While the organisers of the 
PDJP would only say that the 
following of the new party was 
“over a thousand” they would 
not say wether they are in the 
thousands. 

The organisers also said that 
they believed that they would 
meet all the requirements which 
would make them illegible for an 
official party status with the 
Ministry of interior. 

The ministry has set a quota 
system in which a party must have 
a minimum of 50 members, all 
over the age of 18, to officially 
register as a party. 

The three "old” parties will 
become “defunct” with time ex- 
plained Mr. Hamarsheh, “form- 
ing merely groups within the 
PDJP.” 

In the meantime, Mr. Zoubi 
will be the party's chairman with 
Mr. Amer acting as second in 
command. The former executive 
committees of the three parties 
have joined to become one ex- 
ecutive committee. 

“It will take time to totally 
merge — but the ground rules 
have been set and will exist,” 
concluded Mr. Amer. 

Many more parties are ex- 
pected to announce their forma- 
tion and mergers in the upcoming 
weeks. 


Jordan grants Hanbo Energy 
six-year prospecting concession 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan on 
Wednesday granted the South 
Korean Hanbo Energy Company 
a six-year concession to prospect 
for oil and natural gas in Jordan. 

The production-sharing agree- 
ment covers 21,762 square 
kilometres of land at the Risha 
and Sirfaan areas in the north 
east, close to the Iraqi border, 
according to the provisions of the 
agreement signed by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Ali Abul Ragbeb and Hanbo's 
managing Director Chung Ham- 
gevn. 

The agreement ^provides, for 
Hanbo to conduct geological, 
geophysical and geochemical stu- 
dies and surveys in addition to a 
deep drilling programme on five 
exploration wells over the coming 
six years. 

Hanbo wifi spend op to $17 
million during in the course of the 
exploration, according to the 
agreement signed at foe Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA), 
which is in charge of all oil and 
gas exploration and production in 
the country. 

The Jordanian government will 
not spend money on any part of 
the exploration programme and 
Hanbo can only be refunded for its 
expenses once the oil has been 
fonnd in commercial quantities. 



Aba Regheb 

according to the provision of the 
agreement. 

Speaking after the signing cere- 
mony, the minister expressed Jor- 
dan's delight and optimism over 
the prospects of finding oil in 
Jordan. He said that the agree- 
ment will be put into force within 
three months following its en- 
dorsements by parliament and its 
approval by a royal decree. 

Mr. Abul Ragbeb noted that 
several American and Spanish 
firms have already expressed in- 
terest in exploring for oil in the 
Kingdom after they had ex- 


amined reports made available by 
the NRA. 

Jordan currently exploits natu- 
ral gas at Al Risha, part of which 
is being used to generate electric- 
ity; it produces up to 400 barrels a 
day from its Hamzeh fields north 
east of Amman. 

A NRA statement said that the 
Hamzeh Oil Field has so far 
produced 667,980 barrels of 
crude oil which was refined at the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany near Zarqa. 

Last year, Al Risha Gas Helds 
produced 5.48 billion cubic 
metres of gas. 

One of the major firms that has 
been helping Jordan find oil and 
gas is Petro-Canada, which re- 
cently agreed to help increase the 
utilisation of natural gas in the 
power-generating process. 

Petro-Canada has spent more 
than $31 million on oil and gas 
exploration in Jordan. 

The agreement reached 
Wednesday with Hanbo came as 
a result of a series of meetings 
between NRA and the Korean 
company over a period of several 
months, according to a NRA state- 
ment. 

South Korea's ambassador to 
Jordan Hahn Choon Lee was 
among those attending the sign- 
ing ceremony. 
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When future is scary 


A WESTERN diplomat based In Cairo was recently 
quoted as saying that Egypt’s sectarian violence is 
scary. “It is hard for me to be as optimistic about the 
future of this country as 1 was a month ago,” the 
diplomat said. Indeed, Egypt had been an oasis of 
religions tolerance for centuries. Little, If any, of the 
violence witnessed these days had been recorded in 
Egypt’s modern history. Coptic Egyptians have always 
been at the forefront of national struggle for independ- 
ence and in defence of their country’s Arabian and its 
Islamic civilisation. The Christians of Egypt have 
invariably joined in the straggle against the Crusader 
mentality of the West and have consistently resisted 
Western attempts to recruit them as agents of colonial- 
ism. The Copts have furthermore stayed away from 
the power struggle between the regime and Islamic 
groups. So what explanation could there be for the 
ongoing war that some elements are waging gainst 
both Copts and the regime? The symptoms cannot be 
much different from those in Algeria, Tunis or 
elsewhere in the Muslim world. The Egyptian regime 
is both bankrupt and la cking in economic and political 
directions. The reasons for this failure can be found in 
the feudalism of the pre-1952 Egyptian society and 
extending through J amal Abdul Nasser’s inflated and 
corrupt bureaucracy and ending with Anwar Sadat’s 
policy of “openness” which has been followed, though 
without much vision, by Hosni Mubarak. The country 
.enters the 21st century with a population explosion, a 
widening gap between the haves and have nots and a 
dwindling respect for Egypt’s regional role and 
economic performance. Muslim fandamenfaKsm has 
of course replaced all other “revolutionaries” of the 
1950s and 1960s . But just as Nasser’s socialism failed, 
Mubarak’s association with the West is in no way 
promising a better future. So the Egyptian regime has 
a formidable security force: And its brutality and 
clumsiness are only driving the fundamentalists into 
more radical and violent position. Only a few days ago 
the regime has introduced new measures to repress its 
opponents. 

- It seems to be of no use preaching the Egyptian 
regime that more democracy, rather than repression, 
will ease the violence. 

We realise that it is not our doty to tell the Egyptians 
what to do. But what happens in Egypt or in any of the 
countries of the region is bound to have its effect on ns 
and everybody rise. We also know that Egypt’s 
so-called intellectuals are aware of the problems and 
their solutions. However, we watch with dismay 
Egyptian media moguls and leading writers rallying 
behind the regime and only parroting its rhetoric. 
With its nearly 60 million population, grave poverty 
and brutal security apparatus, Egypt seems to be 
heading towards an indeed scary future. Some Egyp- 
tians most somehow jump to its rescue. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ARAB- Israeli conflict can only be solved through the 
implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 and not 
through invitations or visits as the Israeli premier suggested, said 
Al Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday. The paper said that it would do 
no good for Mr. Rabin to conceal his real intentions or to test 
Arab countries 1 intentions because the Arabs realise all the facts 
about the situation and are well aware of the underhand dealings 
which the Zionists resort to, the paper said. By issuing invitations 
to the heads of Arab states to visit Israel, Mr. Rabin is trying to 
improve Israel's image before the world at large and before the 
U.S. in particular. The Arabs have misted in the U.S. spon- 
sorship of the peace process and are committed to a comprehen- 
sive peace based on U.N. resolutions, hoping to restore Arab 
rights in Palestine and achieve Israeli troop withdrawal from the 
occupied lands, said the paper. The Arabs are dealing directly 
with the U.S. and with its president and secretary of stare who 
have initiated the negotiations and not with the Israelis who have 
rejected ah bids of peace with Arabs; therefore, it is up to the 
U.S. to find a way to force Israel to comply with the international 
legitimacy, the paper pointed out. What the Arabs demand of 
Israel, said the paper, is compliance with the will of the world 
community and implementation of resolutions that can restore die 
Arab people’s rights in their homeland. 

THE ARABS are concerned over the achievement of peace and 
consider U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s visit to tbe region 
■as a step in the direction of achieving that goal, said Al Dnstonr 
-daily. The paper said that Mr. Baker’s visit is timely in fight of the 
results of the Israeli parliamentary elections and the new poficies 
of the Labour government. It is hoped that Mr. Baker will 
overcome tbe present difficulties and give momentum to the 
peace process winch has long been obstructed by the likud 
government, said the paper. But the Arab countries hope at tbe 
same time that the U.S. administration would not be reken in by 
■any false promises on the part of Israel and would embark on 
practical steps that would eventually lead to a comprehensive 
.settlement, said the daily. Mb'. Baker’s visit to tbe region in the 
■coming week, said the daily, is obviously to stimulate the peace 
process and urge the two sides to move forward- But, said the 
ipaper, it is to be understood that it is Israel that has been delaying 
;any move towards the achievement of genuine peace in the 
■region. 


‘A democratic process not consensually 
underpinned by democratic values will foi 


Following are excerpts from His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan’s address at the British Society for Middle Eastern 
Studies. Tbe address , “ Democracy in the Middle East,” was 
delivered last week at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. 


A hundred and fifty years ago, 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson penned 
the classic lines: 

“Forward, forward let us 
range. 

Let the great world spin for 

ever down the ringing grooves of 
change.” But if Tennsyon felt the 
nineteenth century to be a time of 
unprecedented change, what 
might he have said of our own 
times? The last three years alone 
have marked changes more 
momentous than all those of the 
Victorian age. A great empire has 
irrevocably fragmented, and now 
a new system seems to be 'rising 
before our eyes. Across the 
world, old structures, evolved to 
accommodate now moribund su- 
perpower ideology, are breaking 
down tinder the weight of social, 
political, economic and religious 
pressures. Despite the caution 
that must inevitably accompany 
the abrogation of sovereignty, in 
their stead we see the beginnings 
of wider associative units, char- 
acterised by a willingness to 
cooperate for wider interests. 

Democracy most of all is seen 
as fundamental, presumbly be- 
cause the other ingredients are 
held to be inevitable consequ- 
ences of democratisation. Yet 
clarity is vital to the coherence of 
this discourse; so before examin- 
ing tbe history, realities and re- 
sults of these concepts for the 
Middle East, I would like briefly 
to consider democracy itself. 

Modem Islamic scholars have 
identified a number of early Mus- 
lim practices that may be broadly 
characterised as democratic. 
Among these are Shura, or con- 


sultation; and “Ijmaa,” or con- 
sensus. Consultation and consen- 
sus lie at the heart of democratic 
institutions of accountability and 
power sharing. Selection and 
public acknowledgement of rulers 
existed in the early Muslim com- 
munity as Al Bay ’a. an oath of 
allegiance epitomising a contrac- 
tual relationship binding ruler 
with ruled. There are no specific 
provisions in the Holy Koran on 
the nature of political systems; it 
specifies instead principles, such 
as tire primacy of societal and 
individual well-being. Given also 
the well-known injunctions to 
tolerance and social responsibil- 
ity, early Muslim tribal culture 
was characterised by egalitarian 
social and political philosophy 
and procedures. 

In the centuries that followed, 
the demands first of empire and 
then Ottoman rule circumscribed 
tbe democratic spirit in the Mid- 
dle East. But towards the end of 
the 18th Century, following the 
Napoleonic invasion of Egypt and 
the consequent mingling of cul- 
tures, a period of change swept 
the Muslim World in which the 
philosophical premises of the 
European Enlightenment were 
assimilated. These developments 
were later to find their fulfilment 
in tiie ideas of the Arab Renaiss- 
ance; but even in the mid-l9th 
Century, tbe process of re form 
had progressed so far that all 
citizens, irrespective of ethnicity 
or religious affiliation, were held 
equal before the law. The result 
of this process was the secularisa- 
tion of politics, bringing constitu- 
tional government, freedom of 



political thought and parliamen- 
tary democracy. 

The Arab sense of national 
intergrity and tbe drive towards a 
pluralistic system of government 
were shattered after World War 
by the division of tbe Arab 
national domain into states and 
zones of influence. The peace 
settlement transformed dkflln- 
sion into hostility and outright 
rejection of Western values and 
structures. The vital elements of 
accountability and public choice 
were undermined by tbe control 
exercised by the mandatory pow- 
ers. The anti-Western mode of 
thought was such that gov- 
ernmental institutions adapted 
from Western practices were re- 
jected as the embodiments of 
Western domination. 

At this stage, social reformers 
of two types could be identified. 
On the one band, political elites 
throughout the Middle East were 
attracted to an essentially Marxist 
position, holding that liberal 
democracy was a mere formality. 


created by the bourgeoisie to 
cement its class domination. In 
contrast, a number of religib- 

polit jcal organisations, among 

them the Salafiyya school, de- 
manded independence and a con- 
stitutional system. 

Democracy is a concept which 
depends on .a certain degree of 
socio-economic development. In 
this respect, industrialisation, 
urbanisation and mass com- 
munications in tbe Middle East 
present something of a two-edged 
sword. For while such conditions 
are in general vital to democracy, 
in the absence of relative socio- 
economic equality, such factors 
may be the catalyst for political 
alienation, favouring the “popu- 
lar” exp r es si ons of extremism 
and tbe politics of despair. In the 
present day, the crippling debt 
problem of many Middle East 
states — fuelled by the linkage 
between energy and arms — has 
combined with toe presence of 
serious material disparities to en- 
gender the latter expression, 
alongside renewed efforts to- 
* wards a pluralistic and democra- 
tic mode of government. 

Bearing these factors in mind, 
the successful integration of the 
democratic tradition into Arab 
society, compromising neither 
the cultural and religions roots of 
the latter nor the intellectual and 
political prece pts of the former, is 
at present most vigonronsly pur- 
' sued in Turkey, Egypt and Jor- 
dan. 

Jordan has committed itself to 
the path of democracy and poli- 
tical pluralism. Free parliamen- 
tary elections were held in 1989 in 
winch candidates from all strands 
of the ideological spectrum par- 
tiepated. The growth of multi- 
party politics in Jordan builds 
constructively upon tile tradition- 


al Islamic categories of consulta- 
tion and consensus. Jordan’s 
National Charter was ratified in 
1990, and embodies the democra- 
tic values to which Jordan, people 
and leadership, is committed. 

The National Charter enunci- 
ates p r in ciples of human and civil 


men women alike, _ and a 
broad range of democratic free- 
doms. In his address following 
the endorsement of tire charter by 
the Jordanian National Congress, 


vital distinction: 

“Democracy does not consist 
merely of institutions. 

It is a tradition and a way of fife 
that characterises society.” 

This distinction is vital to a full 
understanding of tbe means 
whereby democracy may take 
root in the Middle East. A demo- 
cratic process not consensually 
underpinned by democratic 
values will soon founder. Thus 
cultivation of liberal and pluralis- 
tic values must go band in band 
with tiie evolution of democratic 
institutions. In this respect, tbe 
roles of education and the 
communication-media in foster- 
ing a rfimafe of open and tolerant 
discourse are central. 

This is not to argue that an 
institutional framework in itself 
lacks value, so long as it is intel- 
ligible to the populace. On the 
contrary, a wide range of pnblic 
freedoms must be institutional- 
ised, including tiie freedom to 
form political parties, trade on- 
ions, associations, educational 
establishments, information 
media and other app ar atus of tiie 
democratic state. It is likewise 
essential to enshrine tiie rights of 
the individual; for con st i t uti onal 
guarantees of rights are integral 
to any democratisation process. 


Sncb institutions are present in 
Jordan. Their viability — ^ 

their ability to traoscened issues 
of personality when underpinned 
by pluralistic values — is evi- 
denced by the recent voting on 
electoral law and parties in tbe 
Jordanian parliament. 

One may therefore conclude 
that change in the Middle East 
moss be gradual and sensitive to 
the political, cultural and social 
needs of tiie population. 

The pace of democratisation 

must likewise vary according to 
cultural and sodo-econonric de- 
velopment. However, to return 
to the three credos of the new 
international order outlined ear- 
lier, human rights are truly uni- 
versal principles. I would suggest 
that the world’s attention in this 
uncharted era of international re- 
lations should be focused primari- 
ly in this direction. 

The welfare of the individual k 
♦he cornerstone of liberal philoso- 
phy, and it is the individual for 
whose benefit democratic systems 
are devised. I would therefore 
suggest that tbe interests of the 
individual should always take 
precedence over the exigencies of 
power politics, and that tbe suc- 
cessful growth of democratic 
practice depends largely upon be- 
lief in the primacy of the indi- 
vidual. Even an ecological thesis 
must acknowledge this: for who is 
ultimately responsible for the en- 
vironment, if not individual hu- 
man beings; and what is our 
greatest renewable resource, if 
not their diversity? 

In this spirit, I would call on. 
you all when evaluating tiie fa-' 
tore of democracy in the Middle 
East to consider tiie individual as 
both tiie means and tiie end; and 
to consider tolerance and plural- 
■ism as the most potent forces in 
the arsenal of the democrat 


Labour and Likud — similarities and differences 


By Israel Shahak 


The key to understanding Israeli 
politics is Jewish .arism. The 
Western media usually fail to 
realise that racism in Israel is not 
confined to legislation. True, it 
exists in ali too many laws, grand 
and petty, which discriminate 
against non-Jews in all walks of 
fife, especially in tiie occupied 
territories, where it assumes 
more pernicious forms. But 
Israeli politics is also decisively 
affected by the extern of people’s 
secularism as opposed to their 
faith in Jewish traditions. Tbe 
similarities and differences be- 
tween Uknd : and Labour are de- 
termined by the interplay of these ■ 
two factors. 

Both parties are racist, but 
Labour more so. Arab members 
of Likud are treated as equals, 
whereas in Labour they are segre- 
gated in the party’s so-called' 
‘Arab district.” The Likud gov- 
ernments and particular ministers 
have on average treated the' 
Palestinian holders of Israeli 
citizenship with more considera- 
tion than their Labour opposite 
□umbers. 

Both parties alike are unin- 
terested in any real peace, or the 
peace process. All they want is a 
stable ceasefire. Concretely, they 


want peace neither with the 
Palestinians nor with any Arab 
country, unless it is on Israeli 
terms, or as a way out after a 
botched war. Contrary to what 
Western commentators usually 
believe. Labour’s goals have been 
even more militaristic than 
Likud’s. This is shown by its 
readiness to go to war with Syria 
over the Golan Heights, and in 
the past by its support for the 
invasion of Lebanon, at least 
during its initial weeks. During 
this last election campaign Mr. 
Rabin repeatedly said Israel- 
should not withdraw from any 
part of the Golan, even in cx- 
chage for a binding peace treaty 
with Syria. This is tbe true he, 
together with Mr. Peres, has 
reiterated since May 1991, and I 
think it it can be taken at its face 
value. There are also no reasons 
to assume that Labour on the 
average bas any more humane 
attitudes than likud towards the 
tynchings of Arabs, nowadays 
common in Israel, or towards the 
abhorrently racist treatment of 
the Palestinians in the territories. 

The real deferences 
However, there are also real 


differences between Likud and 
Labour which reflect the deeper 
differences in the world views of 
their respective rank and file. 
They can be located in three 
crucial areas. likud leaders and 
the rank and file believe that only 
what the. Jews do, say or believe 
has any political significa n ce. 
Hence they attack an overriding 
importance to Jewish morale and 
unity, while minimising tbe im- 
pact of factors in tiie outride 
world. In fact, the latter hardly 
registers in their minds, except in 
sofar as it affects the Jews. Con- 
sequently, if anything goes wrong 
in Israel, or with Likud’s policies, 
■the responsibility is invariably 
attributed to “bad Jews,” or 
“Jewish traitors” who “stab the 
Jews in the back,” either out of 
sheer pleasure or because they 
are “Arab lovers” or “Westemis- 
ers," or degenerates of some 
variety or other. Such attitudes, 
hardly reported by tbe Western 
media, are held by about half of 
Israel’s Jewish population. 

While such attitudes are shared 
by Likud, which has many reli- 
gious rotors, they are not shared 
by Labour, neither in the past nor 
now. In Labour’s view, Israel 


should take the aims and interests 
of other states into account. Nor 
has Labour ever believed that a 
failure of its .policies, must neces- 
sarily be due to Jewish traitors, as 
Mr. Sharon claimed (I think ge- .. 
. mrinely) after his Lebanese policy 
collapsed. 

Since in Labour’s world view, 
the external world does exist, the 
performances of military or eco- 
nomic institutions and the con- 
duct of states can be, at least in 
principle, rationally analysed and 
decision taken accordingly. This 
is why in Labour’s view, policies, 
indudmg racist ones, need to be 
adapted to circumstances. For 
Likud, however, Jewish policies 
be de finition cannot be wrong by 
virtue of being Jewish. AD they 
need is to be “explained.” Once 
aU tire Jews accept tbe correct 
‘‘explanation,” everything wffl be 
fine. 

The settlements 

The way Labour adapts its rac- 
'ism to circumstances is best Dlns- 
trated by tbe approach of Colonel 
Avigdor Kahalam. who ranked 
31 on Labour’s Knesset election 
fist. He is often chosen by his 
party to reassure the erstwhile 


supporters of Likud that (as 
phrased by Aiyeh Dayan in 
Ha’aretz on May 29), Labour was 
programming its* 'electoral cam-' 
paign “around an image of itself 
as a party capable of im- 
plementing Likud’s polities bet- 
ter than likud.” For example. 
Col. Kahalani explained the 
Labour programme for the terri- 
tories to tiie settlers as follows: 
“Settlement should continue in 
order to tightly surrounded die 
concentrations of Arabs to be 
granted autonomy. But in Jaba- 
liya or Nablus we have both 
nothing to seek.” 
likud and its allies genuinely 
believe that afl Eretz Yisrael be- 
longs to the Jews. But there is 
more to it than that. They believe 
that its restoration to tbe Jews 
depends to a large extent on 
repeated symbolic gestures, in- 
tended “to prop up Jewish hon- 
our.” For example, settlements 
need to be established on every 
conceivable site, regardless of 
whether they serve any purpose. 
The whole dispute over whether 
Israeli troops should be stationed 
inride Palestinian- localities or 
merely control them from outride 
dearly reflects different attitudes 
towards the symbols. There are 


respects in which tiie same differ- 
ence can manifest itself in directly 
observable behaviour. For exam- 
ple, supporters of Likud and the 
parties to their right are passion- 
ate flag- wavers, whereas Labour 
supporters seldom are. Likud is 
quite ready to sacrifice real Israeli 
interests as it perceives them to 
symbolic considerations, espe- 
cially if they involve “matters of 
honour.” 

These differences, however de» 
’ cisive in determining the way 
actual politics are implemented, 
ultimately revolve around the 

means rather than the end. Furth- 
ermore, tiie impact of these dif- 
ferences is discernible in domestic 
affairs but so much in foreign 
affairs, including tiie occupied 
territories. Historically the 
ground .rules of Israel’s grand 
strategy were set by Labour. Thb 
is why, in regard to matters of 
principle or in regard to Israeli 
strategic aims, the two parties can 
be counted as one, not-with- 
standing all tbe difference be- 
tween them in other respects. In 
m a tt ers of overriding importance, 
they jointly represent a dear 
majority of Israeli public opinion 
— Middle East International. 
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By Thomas Wagner 

The Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — Now that Rus- 
sia and the United States are! 
dismantling their midear aisen- 1 
als, Asia is the world's nud ear 
flash point, with a widespread, 
secretive arms race. 

India and Pakistan appear to. 
have become die only enemy 
nations in the world with the 
ability to produce nodear bombs 
on short notice. 

China, concerned about 
mjg U.S. power after the 
of European co mmunism 
conducted what the O.S. State 
Department called its largest 
underground nuclear test. 

North Korea, China's Com- 
munist ally in Asia, recently 
signed tbe Nuclear Non-Prolif- 
eration Treaty and allowed an 
inspection, but U.S. officials be- 
lieve it concealed evidence of a 
secret nndear weapons prog- 
ramme. 

Japan, which is not developing 
nuclear weapons, is being criti- 
cised for plans to import a kind of 
plntomum that can be used for 
nndear weapons. Experts say 
other nations in tiie region have 
tried to obtain this kind of pluto- 
nium. 

Troubling trends are evident is 
a part of the world where 
Washington has weak relations 
and tittle influence. Some Amer- 
ican disarmament experts now 
refer to Asia as their top priority. 

“If yon look around toe world, 
the greatest risk of nndear rtar 
today is in South Asia, because 


Nuclear arms race under way in Asia 


India and Pakistan could lose 
control of the border situation 
and end up fighting,” said Gary 
MUhollin, director of tbe Wiscon- 
sin Project on Nndear Arms 
Control in Washington. 

“If they did. neither side knows 
what would happen to the nuclear 
arms; whether they would be 
used, whether they would be 
targets -or whether India and 
Pakistan figure out some way to 
have a small war without using 
them.” 

The two countries have gone to 
war three times since Britain par- 
titioned the subcontinent in 1947 
to make two nations — India, 
predominantly Hindu, and Pakis- 
tan, officially Muslim. They re- 
main at odds over Kashmir, 
which was divided and is claimed 
by both countries. 

India denies conducting a nuc- 
lear weapons programme, 
although it exploded a nndear 
device in 1974, but is thought to 
have such arms or be capable of 
making them. It puisnes adv- 
anced balfistio-missfle and space- 
launch programmes, and has said 
it must keep the nuclear option to 
deter Pakistan and China. 

Pakistan’s foreign secretary, 
Shahryar Khan, admitted to 
Washington in February what his 
government had long denied, that 
it has the components and tech- 
nology to assemble a bomb. 

Both countries have refused to 
sign the Nndear Non-Prohfera- 
tion. Treaty. 

Although tbe Indian subconti- 
nent is the most volatile region of. 
Asia, proliferation watchers wor- 


ry about others. 

In May, North Korea allowed 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the U.N. nndear watch- 
dog, to make its first inspection. 
It reported no evidence that 
North Korea was close to build- 
ing a bomb, bat agency officials 
said one facility under construc- 
tion could be uawi as reprocessing 
fadfity. 

U.S. officials and aims control 
experts suspect North Korea has 
nodear arms factories and may 
have stockpiled weapons-grade 
plutonium- . 

“North Korea recently signed 
the Nndear Non-Proliferation 


hidden things and they arc cheat- Endowment for International' 
mg too ” sud Paid Leventhal Peace in Washington, 
idem of toe Nudear Control j . “Despite tteamom 


itote in Washington. 

Iraq showed how a 
programme can be 
inspectors, even after losing a 
war. 

- China’s midear explosion May 
22 was reported to tie 70 times 
more powerful than the bomb 
exploded at Hiroshima in 1945. It 
followed persistent reports that 
Pelting Is seningmissile technolo- 
gy in the Middle East. 

“The Mg problem with China 
bas been toe exports,” said 


A fter irradiated ur anium fuel is 
removed from such reactors, plu- 

ioot thif r-»^ Q ann0 ^? ceine ? t 111 ■ tomura «m be extracted for new 
A V ft 1 w ? uW accede to * reactor fuel It also can be used 
Treaty ...} for bombs, however, and only 13 
Ouna has continued to market to 18 pounds is needed to oro- 
nnclear and missile technology to dace a weapon, 
other nations, indudmg countries Jaran soon will begin import- 

“8 30 to 40 tonnes of sneh^rato- 
IT yearbook of tbe mum made from spent ftiel it sent 
Mock ho hn International Peace to Europe for reprocessing. An 
Rescan* institute reported. escorted freighter is tocarrv the 
Oddly enough, another con- first large shipment from France 


cem about nodear weapons in 
Asia involves Japan, the only 
nation ever attacked with nuclear 


Treaty, but the concern is they’ve weapons expert at tiie Carnegie 


but material created in nudear 
power reactors. 
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Mr. Leventhal said Japan could 
just as easfly use cheap, tow- 
enriched uranium, which is in 
ample supply and unsuitable for 
weapons production. 

Even- though Japan has 
pledged to use afl its plutonium in 
nuclear power plants. North 
Korea has cited the im p ort ation 
to justify its own programme. On 
May 15, a North Korean official - 
confirmed that his conn try has 
Produced weapons-grade pluto- 
nium. - 

. “The Koreans are not going to 
sit by idly when Japan sta r t s 
accumulating all this pnitomum,” 
Mr. Leventhal said. “South 
Kora prt signed a contract with 
toe Bri tish to have spent fuel 
icp*oce«ed, winch means theyi 
f meday get back sepa- 
rated plutonium, just the way tbe 
Japanese are. 

“My point is that' Japan need 
not have any weapons intentions 
today to have a destabfliring. 
effect on the region.” ■ 

India and Pakistan also wmke 
the kind of plutonnna Japan is 
•About to import 
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First Anastasia, now Alexei? 


f By Peter James 
\ Spiehmum 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — For more 
than 70 years , Russian 
monarchists have fantasised 
that Princess Anastasia sur- 
f vived the Bolshevik assas- 
sination of Czar Nicholas H 
and his family and escaped to 
the West. 

Now Edvard Radzinsky’s 
obsession with the last days 
of the' doomed Czar has unc- 
overed a new twist — a 
theory that 14-year-old crown 
prince Alexei lived through 
the hail of bullets on July 37, 
1918, and ended his days in a 
Soviet asylum after World 
^Yar H. 

* “I have strong evidence 
that two of the Romanovs 
survived the execution /* . 
Radzinsky. said in an inter- 


Historian: Prince survived massacre of Romanovs 


view Monday whole in New 
York to discuss his new book, 
The Last Tsar, released this 
month by Doubleday. 

Radzinsky, a playwright 
and historian in Moscow who 
has spent 25 years resear- 
ching the matter, bases his 
conclusions on two areas of 

evidence. 

One is a series of reports 
by the killers — discovered in 
the newly opened archievs of 
the Soviet Union — hinting 
that Alexei may hot have 
died. The other is research 
into the background of a 
Soviet psychiatric patient 
who bears startling similar- 
ities to Prince Alexei. 

Except for royalist roman- 
tics who ding to their belief 
in the survival of Anastasia, 
the czar’s youngest daughter, 
most people believe the 300- 
year Romanov Dynasty en- 


ded when Lenin’s henchmen 
herded Czar Nicholas and bis 
family into a basement room 
and gunned them down. 

Gear Nicholas fell im- 
mediately, followed by bis 
wife, Alexandra Feodorovna, 
their doctor and three ser- 
vants, according to the re- 
ports. 

Prince Alexei fell wound- 
. ed, but the princesses — 
Anastasia, Olga, Tatiana and 
Marie — ran about the room 
screaming as the killers Bred 
volley alter volley. 

“ The bullets from the re- 
volvers bounced off for some 
reason and ricocheted, jump- 
ing around the room nke 
hail , " the leader of the assas- 
sins, Yakov Yurovsky , 
wrote. 

Even Alexei, a sickly 
hemophiliac, would not die, 
though wounded. Yurovsky 


recalled “ the strange vitality 
of the heir.” 

The killers bayoneted the 
girls, but were thwarted by 
their bullet-proof, diamond- 
lined corsets: “The bayonet 
was like a dagger, but it was 
dull and would not penetrate. 


... Later they got (one) with 
their rifle butts,” another 
assassin, AJexei Kabanov, 
wrote. 

The Bolsheviks stripped 
the victims and found 18 
pounds (eight kilogrammes) 
of diamonds sewn into the 
clothing of the children. 

Radzinksy believes Prince 
AJexei and Princess Anasta- 
sia may have been saved by 
their million-dollar garments. 

Another assassin. Andrei 
Strekotin, said that after the 
shooting the bodies were 
brought out to a truck. The 
daughters turned out to be 


alive, he said. 

u We couldn’t shoot any- 
more — with the open doors, 
the shots could have been 
heard in the streets, ” he said. 

Some of the Red Guards 
taking the bodies awav for 
Iburial, knowing the 
approaching white R ussians 
would kill them for their role 
in the affair, may have found 
Prince Alexei and Princess 
Anastasia still alive and slip- 
ped them off the truckload of 
bodies, hoping to barter them 
for their own lives, Radzins- 
ky believes. 

Radzinsky noted that in 
1979, when scientists found 
the grave of the 11 people 
were shot that night, ‘‘only 
nine skeletons were found — 
two of the bodies were mis- 
sing-" 

The legend that Princess 
Anastasia escaped was bom 
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in Berlin in 1920, when a 
depressed young woman 
tried to commit suicide by 
jumping into a canal. 

when she recovered from 
amnesia, she called herself 
Anastasia and continued to 
for years. She lost a legal 
attempt to claim the daugh- 
ter’s name as her own before 
dying. 

Radzinsky believes he may 
have discovered the fate of 
the lltb person — Prince 
AJexei. His research led him 
to testimony from a psychiat- 
rist and 1949 hospital records 
concerning a dignified patient 
who insisted he was the son 
of Czar Nicholas II. 

The man bad noble man- 
ners and knew the rooms of 
the Winter Palace and coun- 
try residences, the czar's rela- 
tives and lineage. 

He claimed, the doctors 


By Hudrey Woods 

The Associated Press 
LONDON — 72ie tabloids 
are in a tizzy over the royal 
marriage , and Prince Charles 
and Princess Diana go about, 
their daily routine under the 
relentless gaze of a curious 
public. 

But is it a crisis or just a 
^ circus ? 

“ Experts seem to agree no 
constitutional crisis is at 
hand. 

“It could be damaging to 
the monarchy if it came to 
divorce said London- 
School of Economics lecturer 
John Barnes. But “ Nothing 
actaaIlytouchez.cn the queen.- 
. herself,” and Charles isprobP**'-' 
• ably 1 many 'years from the 
throne. J ' -* ° r *r' 

If the royal family is discre- 
dited and alienates the peo - 




Royal marriage troubles: A crisis or not? 


pie , “it may spill over into a 
feeling that we shouldn't 
have a monarch at all. " said 
George Jones , professor of 
government at the London 
school of Economics. But it 
hadn't yet reached that pitch, 
he said. “ I don't think our 
monarchy is under threat or 
in any sort of crisis. " 

Oxford historian Colin 
Matthew says , “what we 
ought to be looking at is the 
pathology of the British press 
rather than the state of the 
royal marriage." 

Andrew Morton's book. 
D/ana; Her True Story, tells 
ms Diana is- trapped , hr a 
loveless marriage, but willing 
to carry on. The popular 
press elaborates almost. daily. 

Neither Charles nor Diana , 
nor Buckingham Palace, has 




Of Yarik 


commented on the book, so a 
fascinated public is left to 
examine the evidence offered 
by the newspapers and make 
guess. 

Even the most dedicated 
royalists might agree the 
Waleses don't act like a hap- 
py couple . . 

But beyond sadness or dis- 
may that the royal family was 
afflicted like so many others, 
would a broken princely mar- 
riage have major repercus- 
sions? 

Sunday Times publisher 
Andrew Neil , under attack 
for serialising the book, said 
the serious impJicitions of a 
marriage cris&made it news, 
not cruel tittle-tattle!. The™' 
tabloid Sun shouted constitu- ^ 
tional crisis. .r~ 

“ Divorce isn’t a constitu- 
tional issue in any sort of 
legal sense," said Mr. 
Matthew. 

There is no requirement 
that a monarch be married. 
And there is no implication 
of divorce that would alter 
the rights of succession of 
Prince William. 10. and his 
brother Harry , 7. 

The monarch is temporal 
head of the Church of Eng- 
land. the state church, 

“ which is uneasy about di- 
vorce,” said Mr. Baines, a 
lecturer in government. 

But with a robust 06-year- 
old Queen Elizabeth II on 
the throne, a divorced 
Charles might not present a 


problem to the church for 
many years. 

The Queen Mother Eli- 
zabeth is going strong at 91 
and. like the queen, is very 
popular. 

“I suppose the really 
damaging thing about this." 
Mr. Barnes said, “is the Prin- 
cess of Wales showed every 1 
indication of becoming a 
member of that troika of 
invincible popularity." 

If the Waleses were to di- 
vorce. the sometimes con- 
troversial Prince Charles 
would lose the potential be- 
nefit of a solidly popular con- 
sort when he reaches the 
throne. Mr. Barnes said. 

Sopie pretty acid com- 
ments about Princess Diana 
have been cropping up in the 
newspapers. 

“Not everybody thinks this 
book is of great benefit to her 
popularity," Mr. Barnes said. 
“ although the initial reaction 
was one of sympathy. " 

Edward Pearce, writing in 
the Guardian, said it 
appeared Princess Diana 
cooperated in the writing of 
the book, and “the wife cap- 
able of exploiting * her posi- 
tion to get revenge Through 
mass pubUcity" is destructive 
and emotionally adolescent. 

There is increasing support 
for Britain's small anti- 
monarchist faction, which 
favours a republic, mainly 
generated by continuing cri- 
ticism of the queen's tax-free 



Prince Charles and Princess Diana 


status, Mr. Barnes said. 

“Anything that damages 
the prestige of the monarchy 
could lead to the rise of 
republicanism, which could 
endanger the monarchy. " he 
said. 

“The constitution revolves 
around the monarchy ." Mr. 
Barnes said, and abolishing 
the monarchy at the very 
least would present constitu- 
tional lawyers with a night- 
mare. 

Most of the executive pow- 


ers in the constitution are 
royal prerogatives delegated 
to ministers. Die queen can 
do nothing of national im- 
portance without their con- 
sent. She gives assent to bills 
and chooses the leader of the 
majority party in the House 
of Commons to form a gov- 
ernment. 

“I don’t think the survival 
of the monarchy is dependent 
on one individual’s personah 
marital status, " Mr. .Matthew 
said. 


Monaco doses 
pregnant Print 


ranks behind 
ess Stephanie 


By Marilyn August 
The Associated Press 

MONACO — While marital 
discord among Queen Eli- 
zabeth's brood has ignited 
furour in Britain, Monaco 
bas Hosed ranks behind its 
princely family despite an un~. 
wed pregnancy and a Vatican 
annulment. 

The small seaside princi- 
pality sighed collective relief 
in June at the news that 
Princess Caroline’s first mar- 
triage, to French playboy Phi- 
lippe Junot, had been annul- 
led. • 

Earlier r Monaco was 
shaken by revelations that 
Princess Stephanie , the wild 
chil d of Prince Rainier and* 
the late actress Grace Kelly, 
is pregnant by her 
bodyguard-tumed-boyfriend. 

Though the palace remains 

■ mum, the news came straight 

■ Bom the princcssmouth via an 
; interview with the Sygma 
.' news-and-photo agency. It 

■ •was sold to newspapers and 
; magazines in 43 countries. 

■, The news was gourmet fdd- 

der for professional gossip- 
mongers like journalists and 
; photographers. But Monar 
; gasques , as the 30,000\ 
citizens call themselves , have 1 
been far more discreet. 

Monagasques may gossip 


among themselves, but they 
button up to outsiders. No 
ordinary Monagasques inter- 
veiwed by the Associated 
Press agreed to be identified. 

“No one wants a scandal 
said a wealthy industrialist 
with Biends at the palace. 
“No one wants to do or say 
anything that would destabil- 
ise or upset Rainier in any 
way, because be is the key to 
Monaco ’sfinanrial stability. " 

When he took power in 
1949, Prince Rainier inher- 
ited a virtually bankrupt prin- 
cipality. 

But with the help of multi- 
millionaires like Aristotle 
Onassis and the French gov- 
ernment, he turned it into tax 
haven benefiting both private 
citizens such as Boris Becker 
and businesses that set up 
offshore branches here. 

Of late, the outside world 
has seemed less concerned 
with the 69-year-old Rainier, 
who has never fully reco- 
vered Bom his actress-wife’s 
death in a car crash in 1982, 
than with Princess Stephanie. 

When the celebrity- 
oriented magazine Paris 
Match pnt Princess Stepha- 
nie, 27, on the cover, show- 
ing father-to-be Daniel Due- 
met with his hands on her 
tummy, sales jumped 20 per 
cent. 


People magazine in the 
United States ran several 
pages. British tabloids also 
played the story big, as did 
• their German counterparts. 

In the Sygma interview . 
Priness Stephanie proclaimed 
newfound stability since she 
began secretly dating Mr. 
Ducruet a year ago. She 
pooh-poohed the idea of a 
fancy wedding and hinted at 
eloping. 

JVfr. Ducruet, 27, a French- 
man, Grst worked in Monaco 
as a policeman. He met Prin- 
cess Stephanie four years ago 
while serving as bodyguard to 
Prince Rainier 's heir. Prince 
Albert. 

According to news reports. 
Prince Rainier was so pleased 
with the dark-haired Ducruet 
‘be asked him to guard the 
unpredictable princess.* 

Monagasques say be was 
furious with their. Jove affair 
when he found out. but will 
relent once the baby , to be 
named Jonathan, is bom. 

According to a French 
newspaper reporter who cov- 
ers the palace, Mr. Ducruet is 
persona non grata. He has 
lost his job and is selling fish 
. wholesale . 

Monagasques seemed used 
to Princess Stephanie's flights 
of fancy. Two previous en- 
gagements, to Mario Jutard, 


an American nightclub own- 
er, and Jean- Yves Le Fur, 
ended abruptly. 

She has cut a pop album 
that sold 5 million copies.' 
launched her own perfume 
and designed a line of swim- 
wear. 

“That’s finished." Sygma 
quoted Priness Stephanie as 
saying. 

“I did what I had to do, 
and it taught me a lot, " she 
said. “But now, family life 
will come first. ... We want 
three or four children , and at 
least one gjrl. ’’ 

In Sygma's photos. Princess 

Stephanie and Mr. Ducruet show off 
■matching tatoos, snaggle 
on a motorcycle and cuddle 
stuffed animals. 

Princess Stephanie, who 
has skipped all appearances 
■since the announcement, told 
Sygma she and Mr. Ducruet 
plan to start in Welcome To 
Monte Carlo, a TV iminiser- 
ies to be shot next, year in 
Monaco as “a way of promot- 
ing the principality.'’ 

An acquaintance describes 
Mr. Ducruet as a handsome, 
confident man who is charm- 
ing and popular among 
women. 

And not just princesses. 
Mr. Ducruet’s former gjrl- 
' Biend gave birth to his son 
last January. He says he pays 



Princess Stephanie 

child support and plans to 
participate in the child's up- 
bringing. 

Some Monagasques are 
unenthusiastic, noting he left 
the woman after the baby was 
bom. 

Princess Caroline 's love 
life also remains a source of 
speculation. 

Widowed in October 1990 
when rakish Italian tycoon * 
Sfefeno Casiraghi died in a 
boat-racing accident. Prin- 
cess Caroline has been seen 
frequently with film actor 
Vincent Lindon. 

The 35-year-old princess 
attends few social events and 


public functions. Though 
mourning has officially en- 
ded, Princess Caroline always 
appears in black in public. 

Royal-watchers say Prince 
Rainier likes Lindon , but has 
urged his oldest child to go 
slow before marrying a third 
time. 

Princess Albert is the least 
tumultuous of the Grimaldi 
offspring. Groomed to suc- 
ceed bis father, he has been 
told he must first marry and 
produce an heir. He has been 
photographed with, numerous, 
beauties, but seems to have 
no lasting relationships. 


said, to bavd been rescued 
the night of the slaughter of 
the Romanovs. He changed 
bis name to Filipp Grigor- 
ievich Semyonov, served in 
the Red Army and became 
an economist. He claimed a 
Bolshevik knew his secret 
and was blackmailing him. 

Like the Crown Prince 
Alexei , Semyonov” was 
hemophiliac. 

A Soviet doctor ordered a 
pr i v a t e exam of 
“Semyonov. " 

“It turned out that the 
patient had a cryptorchidism 
(one testicle had not de- 
scended). which the consul- 
tant knew had been noted in 
the dead heir Alexei," the 
doctor said. 

“Semyonov" was given a 
choice of accepting a diagno- 
sis of paranoia and being sent 
to a labour • camp, or facing 
further interrogation Bom 
Moscow. 

“If they announced that he 
is not crazy, he would have 
been immediately shot. It 
was S talin ’ s time, "Radzinsky 


said. He accepted the label of 
'‘psychotic’^ and was in- 
terned. 

Labour camp inmates 
wrote Radzinksy to say that 
“ Semyonov ” was released in 
1964 and died shortly after- 
ward, asserting to the end 
that he was the Crown Prince 
Alexei. 

More fight may be shed on 
these mysteries later this 
month. 

American forensic experts 
plan to examine the remains 
found where the assassins 
said they dumped the bodies 
of the Romanovs. 

In October, American sci- 
entists plan to compare the 
skulls with photographs of 
the Romanov children when 
their beads were shaved a 
year before the iriUings to 
relieve the symptoms of 
measles. 

The eerie pictures of the 
shaven heads of the children 
may provide more evidence 
of whether Anastasia and 
AJexei were buried with their 
family or not. 


BOOK REVIEW 
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Living the intifada 

By Andrew Rigby 

Zed Books , London 1992, £32.95 (£10.95 p/b) 

Andrew Rigby bas arranged the familiar catalogue of 
intifada atrocities in a Besh and inventive fashion. 
Although his conclusions , on the whole, are profoundly 
pessimistic, be observes at least two hopeful signs: the first 
concerns the intifada's success in transforming Palestinian 
society and achieving a hitherto unimagined cohesiveness: 
second he speculates that the resolute determination of 
almost the entire population might , in the end , force a 
mutually acceptable outcome to the conflict. His book 
makes an intelligent and extremely welcome addition to the 
mass of writing on the Palestinian-Israefi dispute. 

Rigby’s theme is the intiff da as an example of unarmed 
civilian resistance. For the Palestinians, this bas various 
aspects which revolve around notions of survival and 
defiance, and also encompass the creation of the necessary 
conditions and infrastructure for a future Palestinian state. 

It is important - s Rigby suggests, “to appreciate 

something of the emotions and the psychoses that both 
parties bring to the fight. " Thus, he devotes a portion of his 
book to the effects of prolonged occupation, and particu- 
larly of the horrific repression of the intifada, on the Israeli 
population. They cope by ignoring it, justifying it on 
ideological grounds, reluctantly participating in it or 
protesting against it. The peace movement in Israel, 
although not large, is vociferous and muiti-ffeeted. 

■ The book is aptly named. It describes the day-to-day 
living "of the intifada in careful detail, including its 
objectives and the ways in which these, very often, fail to 
■be realised. From the overloading of the health care system 
and effort to build a “home economy, ” to larger issues such 
as the growth of “a shared sense of purpose and a common 
experience of oppression and suffering at the bands of the 
Israeli state.” 

For mass-bassed civilian resistance to succeed, several 
elements need to be present. To begin with, the struggle 
should be non-violent to better highlight the brutality of the 
oppressor. But the Palestinian intifada , as Rigby notes, 
“has not been non-violent , but rather predominantly 
unarmed. ” 

Secondly, the resistance must be perceived as having 
some impact on the civilian population — and thus the 
public opinion — of the occupier for, as Rigby suggests, 
“ even if the occupier is immune to moral qualms, 
expediency or self-interest can undermine their political 
will. ” Although “shame power ” has gone some way to 
achieving this, the intifada has clearly not been able to sway 
the Israeli public to the extent that they choose to apply 
uncomfortable pressure on their government. Neither has 
the outside world , although frequently shocked, been 
sufficiently moved to render Israel’s position untenable. 
Here, as Rigby points out , the role of the international 
media is of cruciai significance. 

Lastly, the participants themselves must possess some 
sense that their struggle is not in vain and here, to date, the 
intifada has failed. Palestinians, increasingly, are succumb- 
ing to despair. They view the dramatic escalation in 
settlement activity together with the Israeli government’s 
adamant refusal to exchange land for peace as a sign of 
total defeat. 

The costs of the occupation, and specifically the intifada , 
have been enormous, for Israelis as well as Palestinians , 
and an eventual happy ending is by no means assured for 
either side. What seems more likely is an upswing in the 
level of violence, with appafing consequences for all 
concerned. As Rigby soberly concludes, “ the nightmare 
that must concern aU is the way in which fear and hatred, 
and the urge to retaliate, could become the accepted norm 
on both sides of the conflict — with each side using the 
outrages of the other to justify its own pursuit of revenge ... 
the damage in terms of the brutalisation and traumatisation 
of whole generations would cast an even darker shadow 
over future prospects for peace between Palestinians and 
Israelis — as peop/e, let alone as states” Middle East 
International. 

Maria Haft 
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Strauss Family Monday at 10:20 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, July 16 Saturday, July 18 


830 The Simpsons 
Eye On Springfield 
9:10 N.B.A Basketball 
10:00 News In English 


830 Soper Bloopers 
9D0 Encounter 
930 Varieties 
10:00 News In English 


10:20 Movie Of The Week 10:20 Feature Film 


Opposites Attract 


Starring: Barbara Eden and 
John Forsythe. 

A love story about two 
politicians running against 
each other. 


Friday, July 17 

830 Please Don’t Eat Tbe 
Daisies 

Dinner On The Rocks 

Dinner is lost and then 
found near the sea shore. 

9:10 E.N.G. 

1030 News In English 

10:20 Inspector Morse. 


COLUMBIA, South Caroli- 
na (AP) — It took nearly 50 
years — after a world war 
erased their first engagement 
— but Ray Vasby finally mar- 
ried his sweetheart, Patsy 
Holmes. 

"‘Patsy and I. it’s like we Ve 
been together forever. It's 
crazy/’ said Mr. Vasby ; tak- 
ing a break from trying on bis 
tuxedo before the ceremony. 

Mr. Vasby, a 68-year-old 
retired yacht builder from 
Baltimore, travelled to South 
Carolina by bus two months 
ago to see the British woman 
he proposed to all those years 
■ago when Europe was in tbe 
midst of World War U. 

Things went so well that he 
returned home, sold bis be- 
longings and made the trek 
back to bis sweetheart’s 
South Congaree home for the 
wedding. 

“1 bad no intention of get- 
ting married again - I was 
perfectly happy with my life 
as it was , " said Ms. Holmes, 


Running 


From Sand To Coral 
10:00 News In English 
10:20 Midnight Caller 

Old Friends 

Did Jack’s friend die of a 
heart attack? 


Monday, July 20 


Starring: Michael Douglas 830 Close To Home 


Michael’s life dream comes 
true when he participates in 
tbe marathon race in the 
Olympic Games. This is done 
at the expense of his family 
life. He is tom between 
achieving bis dream or meet- 
ing the needs of his family. 


Sunday, July 19 

830 Wings 

Friends or lovers 

Jo hires a young pilot to 
take his place until he recov- 
er. He also tries to put some 
fire into bis social life. 

9:10 Docamentary-Inside Tbe 
Reef 


A customer invited Helen 
to a party. 

9:10 A Perfect Hero 

10:00 News In English 

1030 Strauss Family 


The . first, episode starts 
with the marriage of Johan 
Strauss to Anna. She delivers 
Johan Jr. Tbe family lives in 
poverty which is clearly man- 
ifested in the sad music 
Strauss writes. 


Tuesday, July 21 

8:30 Acropolis Now 


Key To Her Heart 
930 Mr. Bean 
9:30 Tecx 
Deep Water 

A wine importer, a drifer 
and a Brusseles-based law 
firm are tbe ingredients 
which get the Tecx detective 
agency under ways. 

10:00 News In English 

1030 Feature Film 

The Heart Of Bernards Alba 

Starring: Glenda Jackson 

A lady who lives in a Span- 
ish village is in long mourning 
over her dead husband and 
her daughters suffer because 
of that. 

Wednesday, July 22 

830 Saved By Tbe Ben 
9:00 Wednesday Forum 
930 Man Of Tbe People 
10:00 News In Fjt gUsh 
1030 IW We Meet Again 


Wartime 
sweethearts 
marry after 
nearly 50 years 


65, and retired from K Mart. 

“ It’s just that I bad that 
same feeling that I bad when 
he hugs me and kisses me. I 
still had that same feeling 
that I had all those years ago. 
I know it sounds crazy, but I 
really do. ” 

Mr. Vasby was 19 when be 
met and fell in love, with the 
ginger-haired Olga Patricia 
Dulcibul Sewell in a little 
town near London where he 
was stationed with the army. 

They planned to marry, 
but Mr. Vasby was sent to 


France .to help prepare for 
the allies’ invasion. After not 
hearing any word from him, 
Ms. Holmes said she began to 
believe be wouldn't' marry 
her. She says she panicked 
and wrote to tell him she was 
marrying someone else. 

After the war, Mr. Vasby 
married, moved to Baltimore 
and had five children, Ms. 
Holmes married twice, 
moved to the United States 
and had four children. 

But she said she never 
stopped thinking about or 


loving him. He said tbe same 
about her. 

This past Easter Ms. . 
Holmes tracked him down in 
Baltimore and learned that 
bis wife bad died last year. 
Ms. Holmes was twice 
widowed. 

“She thought she was 
going to call me up and say 
hello to an old friend, " Mr. 
Vasby said. “But it didn’t 
work out that way for either 
of us. We both hadn’t plan- 
ned to get married again. 
But , boy, here we are.” 

Tbe two plan to honey- 
moon in Iowa, Mr. Vasby’s 
boyhood home. Soon, they 
would like to visit the village 
and bouse . near London 
where Mr. Vasby used to visit 
tbe girl be called “ginger- 
bead. ” 

“ It’s like tbe end of the 
road. We’ve had an almost 
50-year trek and this is tbe 
end," Mr. Vasby said. “Ev- 
erything seems to be going 
right in place. ” 






Now, Russia auctions 


bachelors 


By Fiona Fleck 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — Nearly every- 
thing is for sale in changeable 
Russia these days including 
the right man for a girl. 

But Moscow’s first 
“ Bachelors’ auction ” fell Bat 
— fewer than 100 women 
turned up to view tbe charms, 
of tbe 10 eligible men on 
offer. 

Two of the bachelors suf- 
fered the indignity of having 
to appear a second time in 
the sa/e before any woman 
would bid for the chance of a 


going, going, gone 


night on the town with them. 

Tbe idea was dreamed up 
by a Russian services com - 
pany, largely as a publicity 
stunt t and succeeded in draw- 
ing almost as many journal- 
ists as punters. 

The serious buyers sat in a 
small cluster close to the 
stage, pictures of each “lot” 
clutched in their hands. 

Most had come equipped 
with lists of questions, note 
pads and some with mother- 
of-pearl opera glasses. 

All 10 lots were unattached 
and willing — more or less — 


to find a steady partner , aged 
22-52. Bids started at 200 
roubles ($1.50). 

Each potential “Mr. 
Right” was expected to keep 
20 per cent of tbe final price, 
spend 30 per cent on a pre- 
sent for bis “buyer" and take 
her out for the evening on the 
rest. 

Each tot was introduced in 
turn , by a thunderclap trum- 
pet fanfare and a booming 
voice over a crackJy louds- 
peaker. “This is the bache- 
lors' auction. " 

As multi-coloured disco- 


lights swirled, and each man 
bounded across the vast stage 
of Moscow’s Izmailovo Con- 
cert Hall, the predominantly- 
female spectators » ogled , 1 
nudged their neighbours, gig* 
gfed and applauded. 

The bachelors sat with tbe 
compere beneath two giant 
red hearts and answered 
questions from die audience. 

Some displayed their ta- 
lents — singing hve songs or 
playing tbe accordion. Two 
who were lawyers gave legal' 
tips and one, a doctor, medic- < 
ai advice. 


JULY BIRTHSTONB 

time mm , 


Family — Corundum. 

Colour — From pale rose-red to deep carmine. 

Geographical sources — Burma, Thailand and Ceylon. 

Legendary background — The glowing colour of the 

ruby was likened to an enduring fire by the Hindus. They 
thought its power was so meat that if a ruby were placed in 
water, its inner beat coaid make the water boil. During tbe 
Middle Age it was believed that tbe ruby could protect the 
wearer from drowning, relieve pain, and cure rheumatism. 
A legendary ruby, the size of a man’s band, said to belong 
to the King of Siam , in the 30th century, was thought to 
prolong youth. Each night and morning tbe king rubbed 
this priceless ruby over bis face and neck. When he died, at 
the age of ninety, his complexion was like a young man’s — 
unblemished and unwrinkled. 

Qualities — Contentment, love and devotion. 


Jewellery interpretations — One of the most famous 
pieces of Renaissance jewellery is the Canning Jewel. This 
baroque pearl pendant, shaped like a merman, has rubies 
set in the tail, and another group, gold-set, bang from the 
bottom of tbe pendant. Henry V wore a magnificent ruby 
at the crucial Battle of Agincourt, and it proved to be a 
stone of success for him. Among the Crown Jewels of 
Fiance that survived tbe French Revolution are the 
celebrated rubies of the Royal Collection. These were 
redesigned and set with diamonds in 1816. Early Victorian 
jewellery bad a Gothic influence , and this can be seen in 
examples of heavy gold necklaces, ornamented with rubies. 
Hie ruby has always been chosen by kings and emperors 
for their Coronation zings. 

Today Modem designers use carved rubies to give a 

richer effect to tbe finished piece. 


’ . By Marilyn August 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — Tbe Gallic tradi- 
tions of romance, artistry and 
secrecy in the boudoir may be 
a thing of the past, according 
to tbe most comprehensive 
study of French sexual be- 
haviour in 20 years. 

The - younger they are, the 
more the French tend to 
change partners, skip fore- 
play and talk freely about 
what goes on behind dosed 
doors , according to tbe gov- 
ernment-sponsored survey. 

“Sex has become visible," 
said Alfred Spira, a govern- 
ment epidemiologist who led 
the dime-year study. “ People 
are talking, and admitting to 
certain lands of behaviour 
that were once unmention- 
able. That’s die big change," 
he toid tbe daily Liberation. 

That's good news to the 
Health Ministry and tbe 
National AIDS Research 
Agency, which launched the 
$2.5 million study of the sex- 
ual habits of 20,000 people 
between the ages of 18-69. 

“How can you develop 
AIDS prevention strategies if 
you don’t know anything ab- 
out people’s sexual habits," 


French study 
finds romance 
on the wane 


said Dr. Qaude Got, a gov- 
ernment researcher whose 
1988 report on AIDS sparked 
die study. 

Dr. Got contended it was 
urgent to track sexual, be- 
haviour, especially among 
high-risk groups, in order to 
develop effective AIDS pre- 
vention campaigns. 

The researchers, who came 
from various government 
agencies, said some of then- 
findings are astonishing. 

Teenagers, most of whom 
have sex for the first time 
between the ages of 17 and 
18, said they fear AIDS. But 
80 per cent said they do not 
use condoms regularly be- 
cause they’re too expensive. 
A box of six costs about 
S5.50. 

According to tbe National 
Agency for AIDS Research, 


about 150,000-200,000 peo- 
ple in France carry the AIDS- 
causing HIV virus. 

“ Tbe problem is that 40 
per cent of men and 60 per 
cent of women with several 
partners stiD never use con- 
doms, ” Dr. Spira was quoted 
as saying. 

As is common with French 
polls, no margin of error was 
given . 

Despite their reputation 
for maintaining mistresses, 
French men seem to be . 
cheating less than might be 
expected, tbe survey found. 
Only about one-third of the 
men questioned said they 
look for sex outside tbe 
home. 

Only 4.1 per cent of tbe 
men questioned admitted to 
having had homosexual ex- 
periences compared to 5 per 


cent in 1970, the study said.. 

Researchers said that fi- 
gure probably does not re- 
flect reality , but matches 
similarly low figures from 
surveys in other European 
countries. 

Tbe sun’ey was surprising- : 
ly easy to conduct — 77 per . ' 
cent of those contacted byr 
telephone agreed to be inter- 
viewed, researchers said. 

Only three per cent bung • 
up before tbe questioning 
was over — usually foliowing, 
a question about homosex -. 
uality. 

The study also showed tbe - 
French aren’t having sex any .. 
more than they did a century 
ago. 

“Tbe frequency of sex re- 
mains hopelessly stable — .* 
about twice a week." said 
Andre Be jin. a research- 
director at tbe government’s 
National Centre for Scientific-;. 
Research who participated in” 
tbe government survey. * 

He said the survey found ^ 
that tbe younger the person ’ 
interviewed, the less time 
they said they spent on fore- 
play. He called for a “re-; - 
erotisation of lovemaking. ” 

“Sex should become (he - 
art it once was," be said: 




THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday, July 16 

1644 — Parliamentarian 
forces take York from royal- 
ists in England. 

1809 — Revolt breaks out 
in upper Peru against Spanish 
authority. 

18S5 — Britain’s parlia- 
ment establishes responsible 
government throughout Au- 
stralian states, except for 
Western Australia. 

1918 — Russia’s Tsar 
Nicholas Hand his family are 
executed by the Bolsheviks. 

1921 — Greek forces de- 
feat Turks at Kutania in 
Turkey. 

1925 — Fust elected parlia- 
ment in Iraq opens in 
Baghdad. 

1941 — • German forces 
pierce Soviet Stalin Line and 
take Smolensk in World War 
XL 

1945 — First atomic bomb 
is exploded over desert in 
New Mexico, USA, daring 
World War IT, heralding start 
of atomic age. 

1949 — Chinese national- 
ists organise Supreme Coun- 
cil under Chiang Kai-Shek 
which begins to move forces 
to Taiwan. 

1951 — Belgium’s King 
Leopold m abdicates and is 
succeeded . by his son 
Baudouin. 

1966 — India’s Prime 
Minister Indira Gbandi ends 
visit to Moscow with promise 
of $1 billion in Soviet aid for 
her country. 

1969 — U.S. ApoBo 11 

S icecraft is launched fro m 
pe Canaveral, Florida. To 
attempt Gist manned landing 
on moon. 

1989 — Campos dispute in 
Abkhazia in Soviet Republic 
of Georgia leaves 11 dead 
and 127 injured. •! 

1990 — More than 1,600 
people kfflefLasjnajor earth- 
. quzkcstrikcs tbe Pbihppines. 

1991 — US. tentatively 
decided to give up Clark Air 
Base in Philippines after that 
base was damaged in erup- 
tion of Mount Pinatnbo ear- 
lier in the year. 

Friday, July 17 
1603 — Sir Waiter Raleigh 


is arrested for suspected com- 
plicity in plot to dethrone 
England’s King James I. 

1762 — Peter HI, Tsar of 
Russia, is assassinated and is 
succeeded by Catherine XL 

1791 — Massacre of 
Champ De Mars by Marquis 
De Lafayette restores order 
in Paris. 

1880 — New penal code, 
based on that of France, is 
approved in Japan. 

1890 — Cecil Rhodes be- 
comes premier of Cape Col- 
ony in Africa. 

1894 — Italian forces take 
Kassale, Sudan, from the 
Dervishes. 

1936 — Spain’s civil war 
starts as General Francisco 
Franco leads army forces in 
revolt against Spain ’s govern- 
ment. 

1961 — New constitution 
goes into effect in British 
Guiana. 

1956 — U.S. B-52 bombers 
from Guam make their first 
strikes in Vietnam in support 
.of allied ground operations. 

1973 — Afghanistan is 
proclaimed republic follow- 
ing palace coup which ends 
40-year rule of King Moham- 
mad Zahir Shah. 

1975 — U.S. astronauts 
and Soviet cosmonauts in 
Apollo and Soyuz spacecraft 
link up while in orbit and join 
bands. 

1987 — France breaks di- 
plomatic relations with Iran. 

1988 — Police impose 
“shoot-on-sight” curfew in 
Hyderabad, Pakistan, after 
gunmen attack the mayor. 

1990 — German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl says ail ma- 
jor obstacles to muted Get- \ 
many have been swept away 
and says elections for united 
German parliament will 
probably take place in De- 
cember. 

1991 — Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. 
President Bush announce a 
treaty to make historic cuts in 
intercontinental nuclear 
weapons and announce a 
summit in Moscow at tbe end, 
of the month. 

Saturday, July 18 

64 — Great Ere of Rome 
begins, and legened is that 


Emperor Nero set tbe blaze 
and played his fiddle as 
Rome burned. 

1536 — Authority of Pope 
is declared void in England. 

1792 . — France declares 
war on Sardinia. 

1812 — Britain, by Treaty 
of Qrebro, joins Sweden and 
Russia against France. 

1872 — Britain introduces 
voting by secret ballot 

1912 — Tewtik Pasha be- 
comes grand vizier of Persia 
following fall of Said Pasha’s 
ministry. 

1923 — British Matrimo- 
nial Causes Act gives women 
equality in divorce suits. 

1925 — Tbe Druse begin 
insurrection in Syria. - 

1962 — Peru government is 
overthrown by military lead- 
ers, and United States halts 
military aid to that country. 

1966 — South Africa de- 
clares it wiB continue control 
of South West Africa after 
World Court dismisses suit 
brought by biadt-ruhef Afri- 
can states. 

1969 — Car driven by U.S.' 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
plunges off bridge on Chap- 
paquiddick Bland. And pas- 
senger Mary Jo Kopcchne 
drowns. 

1972 — Egyptian govern- 
ment orders Soviet Union to 
withdraw military advisers 
stationed in Egypt 

1974 — Archbishop 
Makarios, ousted president 
of Cyprus , arrives in New 
York to seek support at Un- 
ited Nations. 

1988 — Iran announces 
acceptance of United Nations 
resolution for ceasefire in 
Gulf war with Iraq. 

1990 — Iraq warns OPEC 
members it views violations 
of cartel's production quotas 
as virtual ads of war, and 
accuses Kuwait of stealing its 
oB for past decade. 

Sunday, July 19 

m 1688 — Spanish armada is 
sighted off Cornish coast of 
England. 

1712 — Britain and France 
sign truce. 

1870 — France declares 
war on Prussia, opening 
Franco-Prusaan War. 


1918 — German armies 
begin retreat across Marne ? 
River after being defeated in ; 
their last great offensive in - 
France during World War I. 

1928 — King Fuad stages 
coup in Egypt and parliament 
is dissolved. 

1943 — Allied air force 
stages first raid on Rome. 
Italy, in World War XL 

1956 — United States and ; 
Britain inform Egypt they 
cannot participate in financ- 
ing Aswan Dam project. 

1960 — Soviet Union pro- 
tests to United States over 
plan to equip West Germany ' 
with Polaris missile. 

1975 — U.S. and Soviet . 
astronauts and cosmonauts 
end their two-day linkup in . 
space. 

1979 — Nicaragua’s Sandi - 
nistas claim revolutionary 
victory. 

1991 — Kurds protesting 
Iraqi rule light government 
soldiers in Gist major clashes - 
since withdrawal of allied 
forces. 

Tuesday, July 21 

, 1361 — Pope P*ul H estab- 
lishes the Inquisition in 
Borne. 

1773 — Pope Clement XIV 
dissolves Homan Catholic ; 
Jesuit order. ■ 

1798— - France's ‘Napoleon \ 
Bonaparte wins Battle of ^ ! 
Pyramids and becomes mas--.} J 
ter of Egypt. .. / 

1920 — — Sinn Fein and »n-.,- 
ions riot in Belfast, Ireland; 
King Feisal recognises . 
French mandate in Syria. j 

I960 — ■ Mrs. Sirimavo A - > ! 
Bandaranaike becomes pre-„- ) 
mier of Ceylon after elections ^ I 
"7 first, woman premier in;.- 1 * 
history of British Common- »■, ! 
wealth . “ i 

1962 — Indian and Chinese ^ 
troops clash in two disputed** j 
areas of Kashmir. ! 

1974 — United States Z j 
announces that Greece and 
Turkey agree to ceasefire in < i ! 
war on island of Cyprus. , 

1988 — Ayatollah.cl 
Khomeini calls for Iranians to .? 
accept truce with Iraq, in best, 
interests of . Islamic Revolu- 
don. . f ^ p -| 

By The Associated Press ' 1 
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blonde , beautiful , and a genius 







j 

i 


Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — When 
. actress Geena Davis enters a 
room , heads torn. She is tali, 
boautifu], composed. ' 

She is also a member of 
& Mensa, the so-called “genius 
* society.” 

To qualify for Mensa re- 
qoires two rigorous mental 
tests to establish an intelli- 
gence quotient above 150. 
Davis took the tests on a 
whim. 

“I beard about, them and 1 


decided to have a go, and I 
was luckyenoogh to qualify, ” 
she said. . 

Did she End being brainy a 
liability in Hollywood, where 
blondes were supposed to be 
dumb? 

“Absolutely not, ” she said 
with a laugh- I heed all the 
ioteUigence I can muster to 
keep my wits about me in this 
town. ” 

Davis does not attend 
Mensa meetings — and she 
does not do her own taxes. 

“ That's one thing being 
intelligent docs for you, it 


gives you the sense to hire an 
accountant ” she told Reu- 
ters. 

» Davis won an Oscar for 
Best Supporting Actress in 
1989 for her role as an animal 
trainer in The Accidental 
Tourist and was nominated 
for the prize this year for 
Thelma And Louise. 

In her latest movie, A 
League Of Their Own, she 
« plays a baseball player in the 
true story of the All Amer- 
ican Girls professional Base- 
ball League , which lasted 11 
years from World War II 
until 1954. 


The tilm also stars Madon- 
na as a teammate and Tom 
Hanks as their booze-ridden, 
disillusioned coach. 

Davis , who is thirty-some- 
thing, put in six weeks of 
rigorous baseball training 
with the coaching staff of the 
University of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

“I bad to work very hard. I 
played a catcher and it is a 
very difficult position and 1 
was supposed to be the best 
player, so it was pretty chal- 
lenging, " she said. 

During shooting of the film 


she sacrificed lunch hours to 
practise with her coaches and 
kept a net in her hotel room 
so she could throw baseballs l. 

She got a lot of bruises. 

“As the catcher, all the 
balls were coming at me. I 
bad big round baseball- 
shaped bruises ail over my 
body,” she said. 

But she was luckier that 
some of her fellow actresses 
who broke ankles , fingers 
and noses — often while slid- 
ing too vigorously into base. 

“I declined to slide because 
J saw what was happening, 
and being in Mensa I knew 


that I should avoid sliding,” 
said Davis , laughing. A 

stunt woman did her sliding. 

Davis is also co-staning 
with Dustin Hoffman in 
Hero. 

Working with Hoffman, 
she said, brought back fond 
memories. As an aspiring ac- 
tress and successful model in 
New York in 1982 she was 
spotted by an agent and cast 
in Hoffman's movie Tootsie. 

Dustin hasn't changed. 
He was a wonderfully sup- 
portive actor in Tootsie and 
he was the same way in 
Hero” 



Gmmna Davis 


Japan culture vultures splurge on night at opera 




By Gareth Jones 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Japanese con- 
noisseurs of the arts, feeling 
^te cold pinch of recession, 
may no longer be rushing to 
snap up antiques and old 
masters in the world's auction 
houses. 

But, with this month's 
launch of a multi-million dol- 
lar operatic extravaganza 
stretching over four years, 
they are showing that they 
are still ready to splash out 
generously on high-class cul- 
ture in their own backyard. 

Over 2,000 opera-lovers , 
including Crown Prince 


Naruhito, packed into a 
Tokyo theatre on July 9 for 
the first kg of this cultural 
marathon - — a lavish per- 
formance of Mozart's Don 
Giovanni by Britain's Royal 
Opera. 

“ This is one of the most 
amazing cultural spon- 
sorships ever,” said Paul 
Findlay , chief executive of 
the company based in Lon- 
don’s Covent Garden. 

“It's a remarkable cultural 
investment to make over a 
four-year span at a time of 
world recession.” 

The Royal Opera, which is 
also performing Mozart's 


Marriage Of Figaro and Cosi 
Fan Tutte, is being paid over 
£2 million (nearly $4 million) 
for its four-week tour- to 
Tokyo, Osaka and Yoko- 
hama. 

u The Japanese are among 
the world's most discriminat- 
ing audiences. They have 
very high standards,” Mr. 
Findlay said. ‘They're such 
perfectionists, it's a bit like 
going into an examination 
room . " 

Over the next few years, 
three of Europe's other lead- 
ing opera companies — Ger- 
many's Deutsche Oper of 
Berlin, Austria's Staatsoper 
of Vienna and Italy's La Sea- 


la of Milan — are to tour 
Japan. The main sponsor of 
this operatic pageant is Asahi 
Beer. 

Organisers put the total 
cost of bringing the four 
European companies to 
Japan to stage 14 different 
operas at over 20 billion yen 
($161 million). 

'‘(But) in Japan, too, times 
have changed said Isao 
Hirowatari of the Japan Per- 
forming Arts Foundation , 
which organised the festival. 

“ Three or four years ago , 
most Japanese companies 
were enthusiastic about spon- 
soring cultural events for 


publicity reasons. 

“Now, with the bursting of 
the ‘bubble economy ’ (in- 
flated land and stock prices), 
there’s much less money 
around for the arts.” 

Japan rarely gives out sub- 
sidies to the arts, and the 
Japan Performing Arts 
Foundation relies entirely on 
corporate sponsorship. 

Seats on July 9 cost from 
12,000 yen ($97) to 40,000 
yen ($323), though they 
would have been much high- 
er without generous spon- 
sorship, Mr. Hirowatari said. 

Mozart is a sure winner in 
Japan, however. His music is 
regularly performed here. 


and the composer's birth- 
place at Salzburg, Austria, is 
a shrine for tens of thousands 
of Japanese pilgrims every 
year. 

The Royal Opera's un- 
usually sombre interpretation 
of Don Giovanni may appeal 
to the Japanese aesthetic 
penchant for ill-fated pas- 
sion, tragic denouements and 
unhappy endings, Mr. Hiro- 
watari said. 

In one dramatic scene, a 
naked woman rises from a 
banqueting table to be 
embraced by the eponymous 
hero, who is portrayed as a ' 
demonic libertine, cruelly in- 


different to the feelings and 
fate of his female conquests. 

“ This is not a pretty choco- 
late box performance, but 
aims to bring out the darker 
side, showing real people 
with real emotions, ” said Mr. 
Findlay. 

For all their appreciation 
of Western opera , the 
Japanese still lack a national 
opera company of their own. 

“It is rather disappointing 
that Tokyo still has to rely 
entirely on foreign imports in 
opera, though of course the 
exotic foreign element adds 
to the attraction, ” Mr. Hiro- 
watari said. 


The Royal Opera’s tour is 
the latest example of a 
burgeoning cultural exchange 
between the two island coun- 
tries. A six-month Japan fes- 
tival staged in Britain last 
year featured Kabuki 
Theatre troupes and sumo 
wrestling in the largest : 
celebration of Japanese cul- 
ture ever staged overseas. 

For Covent Garden 's Find- 
lay. there is just one draw- 
back about coming to Tokyo 
— the shopping. 

“ Japanese electronic goods - 
are actually more expensive 
here than they were back 
home,” he says. 




Trashy western films and TV score in entertainment- hungry Russia 


w By Wendy Sloane 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — After teaching 
gymnastics all day and then 
waiting in line to buy food for 
her husband and teenage son, 
Yelena Andryukova loves to 
come home, turn oh the TV. 
and watch her favourite soap ‘ 
opera. 

“If I'm home, I watch it all 
the time,” Mrs. Andryukova 
said , a loyal fan of The Rich 
Also Cry — an awkwardly 
dubbed Mexican melodrama. 


For decades , the Soviet 
Union was short on consumer 
goods but long on culture. 
Entertainment had to be 
approved by the state, and 
Muscovites with the clout to 
obtain tickets could relax at 
classical music concerts, 
opera, theatreT)r~ballef. ’ ~ 

* Now that the Soviet state is. 
only a memory , private en- 
trepreneurs have taken over, 
the entertainment industry 
and are importing more fore- 
ign fare. 

But with aspiring enter- 


tainment moguls strapped for 
cash, the imported entertain- 
ment is often not the best of 
the West. Russians, who for 
years craved anything West- 
ern, often can't always tell 
the difference or do not care. 

Mrs. Andryukova, 49, who 
- watches her soap opera as she 
does chores, says she likes 
the programme. “Because it's 
a melodrama 1 and shows 
things how they really are.” 

In a recent episode, a man 
decides to divorce his wife — 
who is being blackmailed by 
her gynecologist — to many 


his adopted sister. 

The show has become so 
popular that a group of Rus- 
sian farmers recently asked if 
it could be shown only at 
night because it was interfer- 
ing with spring planting, the 
daily newspaper Moskovsky 
Komsomulcts reported. 

.Staid Sovier television 
^-programmes have been re- 
placed not only with im- 
ported soap operas, but also 
music videos, religious 
broadcasts and outdated 
Western sitcoms and dramas. 


Downtown Moscow is dot- 
ted with privately run video 
salons showing iow-grade im- 
ported movies , including soft 
pom or blood-and-guts thril- 
lers. Videos were If owned on 
by former Soviet censors who 
wanted to control what the 
public was watching. 

Some theatre and movie 
directors — strapped for 
money due to a cutoff of state 
funding — are seeking a 
broader audience with light 
entertainment, rather than 
the politicised dramas of the 
Gorbachev era. 


“People now want to see 
performances that are in- 
teresting to watch, ...and that' 
don’t try to spoil their 
moods, ” said Director Grig- 
ory Gurevich, whose popular 
cabaret The Bat provides a 
mix of political parody and 
sentimental humour. 

It's the same in the movie ~ 
business. 

Mr. Goskino, the once- 
monolithic tilm giant that 
doled out cash and dictated 
what filmmakers could do, 
recently disbanded after six year of 


shrinking state subsidies. The 
country’s tilm import and ex- 
port monopoly was elimin- 
ated last year. 

As a result, about half the 
129 cinemas listed in the 
weekly “ entertainment in 
Moscow” are relying on 
Western sex and violence 
flicks to attract customers. 

But Anna Lawton, a for- 
mer Georgetown University 
professor who writes fre- 
quently on Soviet and Rus- 
sian cinema, said she believes 
Russians are tiring of bad 


imported movies. “The trend . 
is at an end,” she said. 

“What’s going on now is a „ 
natural process. I'm not sur- 
prised. ” said filmmaker Tofik 
Shakhvardeyev, whose tilm 
Stalin Is With Us won first 
place Golden Gate Award at- 
the 1990 San Francisco Film ' 
Festival. 

“ This should stimulate 
filmmakers to do better, to 
make better films. I’m the 
one who ' s guilty if fewer peo- ■ 
pie see my films than Amer- 
ican ones,” he said. 



worries Italy’s Festival of Two Worlds 


By John Follain 

Reuter 

SPOLETO, Italy — While 
naked dancers writhe to U.S . 
ghetto rhythms in a deconse- 
crated 14th century church. 
Opera buffs revel in a five- 
hour marathon in the main- 
theatre of this picturesque 
Umbrain hill town. 

Spoleto's yearly Festival of 
Two Worlds is in full swing. 

The jamboree of European 
%nd U.S. culture — about 150 
events including two operas, 
27 concerts and seven plays 
— which this year runs from 
June 24 to July 12, pulls in 
some 100,000 spectators and 


another haff-mrllion tourists. 

But Italian composer Gian 
Carlo Menotti worries about 
the success which has made 
his creation one of Europe’s 
top performing arts festivals. 

“Spoleto .and its festival 
' are at bursting-point,” he 
says. 

Back in 1958 , Menotti was 
dubbed “B matto” (the mad- 
man) by locals convinced he 
would fail' in bis plans to 
forge a platform mainly for 
American • playwrights and 
musicians. 

He had to rally big names 
including American play- 
wright Tennessee Williams 
and British ballerina Margot 


Fonteyn to hlep his forum for 
young talent get off the 
ground. 

Today , Menotti, just 
turned 81, is struggling to 
keep it ail under control. 

“We're forced to do re- 
hearsals in gyms. We need 
more room for the public and 
for the artists , ” he told Reu- 
ters. He spoke during an 
interval of a five hour per- 
formance of German com- 
poser Richard Wagner's 
opera. The Mastersingers Of 
Nuremberg, which Menotti 
has directed. 

Menotti has long had his 
eye on a new venue — the 
daunting Rocca Albomo- 


riana, a mediaeval fortress 
which was a maximum secur- 
ity jail ‘until be led a cam- 
paign to dose it down. 

“It's being restored now 
but it looks as if we’U only get 
part of it. The local author- 
ities want a museum there. 

* Tm still righting to get the 
space I think I deserve after 
35 years,” said Menotti’ 
whose operas have won him 
two U.S. Pulitzer Prizes and 
numerous awards in Europe. 

Like an army on the move, 
the Spoleto artists have to 
commandeer churches , halls 
and gyms and juggle tight 
schedules to hold their re- 
hearsals. Each production is 


allowed a week-long run at 
the most to keep the festival 
fresh. 

Black American choreog- 
rapher Bill T. Jones re- 
hearsed bis Last Supper At 
Unde Tom's Cabin in a con- 
verted church hall. 

Loosely-based on the anti- 
slavery novel by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, the dance 
show is a protest against rac- 
ism and discrimination. 

Within earshot, an all- 
American choir prepared a 
classical music concert in the 
Church of San Domenico. 

The festival's two operas 
alternated in the town's main 
theatre. The Duke Of Alba 


by Gaetano Donizetti fea- 
tured the original sets of the 
1882 first night. 

Over 32 years. Menotti has 
largely rebuilt Spoleto’s Ro- 
man Amphitheatre, erected a 
theatre inside the 14th cen- 
tury Church of San Nicolo 
and restored several churches 
to host concerts and plays. 

“ There are stiU one or two 
beautiful churches we could 
use but we need two or three 
billion lire ($1.7 million to 
$2.4 million) to restore 
them, ” he said. 

“On the other hand, I do 
prefer having small spaces 
which are full to having emp- 
ty big ones. ”■ 


New audio system to lure buffs , boost disc sales 


By Sebastian Moffett 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Perplexed music 
lovers might shudder at the 
prospect of new audio sys- 
yfems about to hit hi-fi stores , 
but record companies are 
rubbing their hands in glee. 

The world's consumer elec- 
tronics giants are hoping to 
revive their Sagging audio 
businesses later this year with 
new portable recording 
gadgets with sound quality 
close to that of compact discs 
(CDs). . 

Philips Electronics of the 
Netherlands, with help from 
the world's biggest consumer^ 
electronics maker Matsushita* 
Electric Industrial Co, wBl 
launch in September its digit- 
al compact cassette (DCC), a 
^version of the conventional 
■ analogue audio cassette with 
crystal-dear digital sound. 

A few months later, Sony 
Gup- plans to release the 
minidisc, a seven-cm (2.7- 
htch) wide recordable and 


shockproof version of the 
CD. pi keeping with the com- 
pany's flashy image, this will 
be a far more radical product 
than the DCC. 

Record companies hope 
.that when consumers have 
bought a new DCC player, • 
they wBl go on a spending 
spree in record stores as they 
did when the CD arrived on 
the market in 1982. 

“It happened like this in . 
the past, and we think it will 
happen again this time,” said 
Hhvyuki Takei International 
Repertoire director in Japan, 
of Polydor, pari of the Poly- 
gram Group. 

The CD arrived just hf 
time for the music industry. 
World sales of conventional 
long-playing (LP) records 
had declined sharply from 
their 1978 peak of around ( 
one million, and though cas- 
sette sales were rising they 
were not making up the dif- 
ference. 

But CDs, which took off 
sharply from 1986, revived 


the industry, pushing total 
album sales to over two bil- 
lion in 1991, according to 
estimates by Polygram. 

“CD sales are past their 
peak now, so we need some- 
thing else to boost sales,” 
said Masao A finco, classical 
repertoire manager for Poly- 
dor in Japan. 

Industry sources say pre- 
recorded DCCs will cost 
more than pre-recorded, ana - 
logue cassettes to begin.with, 
but prices are expected to 
c ome down as sales increa se 

The bCC should trigger a 
new boom, and might take 
the cassette's place alongside 
the CD to provide a “dual 
carrier ” market. 

But muse executives are 
concerned about Sony's 
minidisc. With the CD’s 
digital sound and random 
track access, and a cassette's 
recording functions and por- 
tability, it seems to have ev- 
erything wrapped up in a" 
pocket-sized format. 

The world's six major re- 


cord companies — EMI, 
Warner, BMG, Sony Music, 
MCA and Polygram — have 
all pledged their support for 
the DCC. But so for only 
Sony Music and EMI have 
said they would produce pre- 
recorded minidiscs , with 
Warner thought likely to join, 
them but still uncommitted. 

Part of this reflects the fact 
that electronics companies , 
the hardware side of the 
music business , have stakes 
in record companies, the soft- 
ware side. Sony owns the 
Columbia, Epic and Sony 
Music labels , while! Phono- 
gram and MCA are sub- 
sidiaries of Philips and Mat- 
sushita respectively. 

It also reflects the hopes 
and fears of what the new 
hi-S gizmos will do to record 
jxdes. • 

Yoshiaki Shirono, spokes- 
man for Sony Music Enter- 
tainment (Japan), says the, 
minidisc • is aimed at port- 
able use, not quality home 
listening and that Sony is 


already improving the CD. 

But the rest of the music 
industry is worried that the 
minidisc is too good and 
could edge out CDs as well as 
music cassettes. 

“The minidisc is the best of 
both, so you don’t need two 
different system, "said Takei. 
“The dual carrier market is 
much better for the software 
industry. ” 

Limited music industry 
support means there will be 
no minidisc titles from such 
phonogram stars as Dire 
Straits , U2 and Bryan 
Adams, nor classical titles on 
the Deutsche Grammopbon, 
-Archiev and London labels, 
and this could be crucial in 
the early days of the new 
systems. 

Lack of cooperation from 
the software industry caused 
the Bop of an earlier digital 
recording product, the digital 
audio tape (DAT), touted for 
success in the late 1980s. 

But the minidisc is thought 


to be too good to die off as the 
DAT did. “In the future the 
minidisc might dominate 
said Takei. “ But it’s too early 
for us now. * 

Even if the minidisc is slow 
to take off in the West, 
analysts say the gadget-loving 
Japanese , who make up the 
second biggest music market 
after the United States, are 
likely to warm to the minidisc 
more - than to the DCC. 

Japanese music sales are 
dominated by CDs, and tape 
sales have declined sharply . 
Analysts say Japanese con- 
sumers are unlikely to want 
to go back to tapes. 

More conservative Euro- 
peans and Americans, who 
still buy more tapes than 
CDs, should be impressed by 
the DCC's “backward com- 
patibility” — A can play old- 
style analogue cassettes as 
well as new digital ones. 

Analysts say DCC 
machines should replace au- 
dio cassette players there in a 
few years. 


Writers, artists 
toil to nurture 
Sarajevo’s souls 


By Terry Leonard 
The Associated Press 

SARAJEVO — For the price 
of a loaf of bread, there is 
now food for the soul. 

At a small printing press 
battered by artillery . 
Sarajevo's writers and artists 
produce the magazine Zeml- 
ja, which means country or 
earth. Publisher Fuad Muslic 
said the proceeds will be 
given ro the widows and fami- 
lies of slain Bosnian soldiers. 

“7 his is our way of resist- 
ance. 1 can’t carry a gun,” 
said Predrag Find, a writer 
and philosophy professor at 
Sarajevo University. “ I’m 
not in the army. I don’t know 
how to use a gun. 

“But sometimes your pen- 
al is mightier than weapons , * ’ 
he said. “ Shells do not leave 
traces for long, bur literature 
does.” 

The first issue of Zemlja 
came outlast week. The price 
of a single copy is pegged to 
the price of bread that day. 

Some of Sarajevo's most 
prominent writers contribute 
essays on the search formean- 
' ing in war, the state of an in 
Sarajevo and their impress- 
ions of a capital under siege. 

The magazine also offers 
tips on siqge cooking — such 

as how to make nettle soup, 
prepare a cake from oil, wa- 
ter, flour and sugar or make 
noodles without eggs. 

“It is helpful, but it’s also 
son of a joke,” said Find. 
“This kind of poverty cook- 
ing was always associated 
with starving artists. Now we 
can share the recipes.” 

“Even though we are in the 
middle of the war, amid the 
mo/tar and the shell fire, we 


have managed to prove to- 
ourselves and to others that 
there are still people who 
care, intellectuals who will do 
something,” he said. 

In a shrapnel-scarred 
studio, 10 artists struggle to , 
convey the futility and emo- 
tions of war in surrealistic or 
strangely erotic paintings. 

Sead Cizmic paints nudes a 
deathly gray inside rooms 
with broad strokes of vivid: 
reds and glossy blacks. 

“ Maybe in five or 10 years. 

I can paint the war,” said 
Cizmic. “To get something .• 
you have to chew on if-.. 
awhile. Now it’s too con -: • 
fusing. ” 

“It’s very difficult to paint - 
the war, ” added artist Musta- 
fa Ibrulj. “ Picasso could not’, 
paint Guernica until 10 years •. 
after the civil war' in Spain. *■_, 

Painters suffer from the 
confusion , but writers be- 
come better “become shar- 
per, clearer and perhaps 
tougher Find said. 

“1 think the closeness of 
death bring s some maturity. 
That is what is happening to 
our writers. The aging pro- 
cess is very quick for all of 
us. ” 

When they are not working 
on the magazine, many of the \ 
writers and artists congregate 
in a small, crowded, smoky 
and bullet-pocked cafe in the-, 
dty centre. 

Jazz blares from a stereo as • 
intellectuals mingle with off- 
duty soldiers, talking over.- 
glasses of beer, whisky or..' 
brandy. 

“We have only two topics. 
First, how to stay alive, 
Second , how to stay who we:- 
are, bow to keep the war. 
from changing us too much,” . 
said Find. » 




Health & Medicine 


Test confirms existence of gene that influences learning 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Researchers have discovered 
a specific gene that influences 
learning. Laboratory mice 
lacking the gene — which 
also is present in humans — 
cannot get through a water- 
shed maze as well as their 
nonna/ kin. 

Researchers confirmed the. 
influence of the gene by stu- 
dies using engineered mutant 
mice that lack a specific part 
of tie genetic pattern in the 
brain. 

Losing the gene is like clos- 
ing the gate to one type of 
learning . said Charles 
Stevens , a neurobiologist of 
the Howard Hughes Insti- 
tute. In most other ways , the 
mutant mice are nonna/. he 


said. 

Two studies , involving 
three different research 
groups, were published in the 
journal Science. 

Jeanne M. Wehner. a Uni- 
versity of Colorado resear- 
cher who tested the effects of 

tie missing gene, said tie 
mutant mice appear to lack 
much of the normal ability to 
relate their location within a 
maze to objects visible out- 
side. This type of memory is 
called spaDa/ learning. 

The mutants, she said, 
seem to be very much im- 
paired in remembering bow 
to return to a specific spot in 
the maze. Mice that were 
related to the mutants but 
had normal genes had little 


trouble returning to a target 
location, time after time, and 
were adept at using outside 
cues. 

In other forms of learning, 
said Dr. Wehner, the mutant 
mice appear to be normal, 
though testing continues. The 
mutants, iowever, are more 
fidgety and continued to ex- 
hibit a “ startle ■ effect" that 
normal mice overcome. Both 
' these reactions are thought to 
be related to the missing 
gene. 

The mutants are missing a 
gene that causes the forma- 
tion of a specific chemical. 
Called a Caldum-Calmodu- 
Un-Depedent Kinase II, or 
CAMKII, the chemical is 
abundant in parts of the 


brain. Earlier studies, in both 
humans and animals , had 
shown that damage or disease 
in these brain parts could 
cause a loss of spatial learn- 
ing ability or of memory and 
that experimental drugs 
blocking CAMKII had a 
similar effect. 

Pursuing this . Alcmo J. Sil- 
va and Susumu Tonegawa, 
Howard Hughes Medical In- 
stitute researchers at Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, removed the CAM- 
KII gene from a line of 
laboratory mice and then 
bred several gen era Dons of 
the mutated rodents. 

Since a single gene is artifi- 
cially removed, or knocked 


out, animals genetically en- 
gineered with this change are 
called “ knockout mice." 

Once the breed was estab- 
lished. Dr. Stevens and Ya- 
nyan Wang , Howard Hughes 
Investigators at the Salk In- 
stitute, tested the brains of 
tie mice for tie physiological 
effects of the missing gene. 

Dr. Stevens said that ex- 
cept for tie missing CAM- 
KII, the mice appear to have 
normal brains. Electrical sig- 
nals seemed to speed normal- 
ly through the nerve struc- 
tures of the brain, he said. 

To test the mutant mouse. 
Dr. Wehner and Richard 
Paylor of the University of 
Colorado used what is called 
a Morris Maze. This is a 


water- filled device that forces 
mice to swim until they find a 
platform that is just beneath 
the water surface. 

During training sessions , 
the mice find the platform 
through chance. But once a 
normal , mouse has found the 
platform, it can return to it 
time after time, using points 
of reference that it can see 
outside the maze. 

In a typical test, said 
Wehner, normal mice could 
find the platform within 10 
seconds, while the mutant 
mice took much longer. 

Later, the platform was 
removed and the mice were 
again put into the maze. This 
time, the normal mice swam 


directly to the former loca- 
tion of the platform mid then 
searched tie maze , returning 
frequently to that one spot. 

Mutant mice , however , 
wandered aimlessly. 

“The mutant goes to a 
number of points, hoping to 
find a platform , but they 
don’t have any clear idea,” 
said Dr. Wehner. “They 
seem very much unpaired. ” 

Both Dr. Stevens and Dr 
Wehner emphasised that the 
missing CAMKII gene is not 
the only one involved in the 
brain’s ability to learn spatial 
relationships. 

“ The process is a cascade 
and there are many steps,” 
said Dr. Stevens. “But this 
shows that this is one of the 


control points for storing in- 
formation. ” 

% k 

Though the study has no 
immediate application to hu- 
man brain disorders . Dr. 
Stevens said it is the first time 
that a specific gene has been 
connected to a type of learn- 
ing and is the first step ro- 
wards discovering the entire 
repertory of genes that affect 
brain function. From such 
studies, he said, science may 
be able to develop specific 
therapies for such disorders 
as mental retardation and 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Science, which published 
the studies, is the journal of 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. 


Baboon liver transplant highlights shortage of organs 


By Patricia Zengerie 
Reuter 

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylva- 
nia — The world's first ba- 
boon-to-buman liver trans- 
plant, which took place here 
this week, highlighted what has 
become a huge obstacle to 
the field of surgical trans- 
plants — a critical worldwide 
shortage of donor organs. 

; Doctors at the University 
of Pittsburgh Medical Cen- 
tre, the world’s largest organ 
transplant centre, took a liver 
from a living baboon and 
implanted it into a 35-year- 
old man who was dying of 
Hepatitis B. 


After long discussion with 
the recipient, who has asked 
not be identified and con- 
sultation with the centre's 
board of ethics and other 
authorities, doctors opted to 
perform tie experimental op- 
eration, which they hope will 
pave the way for more life-saving 
cross-species transplants ' 
later. 

While transplantation from 
animals is considered a radic- 
al approach to the shortage 
crisis, doctors here said such 
transplants may prove a valu- 
able resources for sick 
people. 

’The biggest problem is we 
have more transplant patients 


than we have human 
organs,” liver transplant 
pioneer Dr. Thomas Starzl 
told a news conference this 
week. 

Tt is a social calamity now. 
We need to use other organs 
to meet the supply and de- 
mand” said Dr. Strazl, who 
directs the Pittsburgh trans- 
plant programme. 

He said be believed trans- 
plants with organs from ba- 
boons or other animals would 
offer a predictable, ready 
supply of organs, meaning 
fewer human patients would 
die waiting. 

Six to 10 people on Pitt- 
sburgh's liver-transplant 
waiting list die each month. 


Nationally , more than 10 per 
cent of the 3,000 patients 
waiting for liver transplants 
will die awaiting donor 
organs. 

Dr. Starzl and other 
surgeons at Pittsburgh said 
they believe they have a com- 
bination of drugs, including 
the nromising new drug 
FK506, which will combat tie 
body’s natural rejection of 
animal organs. 

Rejection is also a major 
problem in human-to-human 
organ transplants. Some 
transplants, such as those of 
small intestines, were not 
possible before the discovery 
of FK506, a drug manufac- 
tured by Fujisawa Phar- 


maceutical Co. Ltd. of Japan 
that has been in use only 
since 1989. 

But even though new drugs 
and other advances have 
vastly improved survival rates 
in recent years — today more 
than 80 per cent of organ 
transplant recipients live 
more than a year — many 
people whose lives could be 
saved by transplants will not 
get that chance because of 
the shortage of donor organs. 

,r What's happening is that 
we're gradually having to 
give organs to obviously the 
sickest patients first, but be- 
cause waiting time is increas- 
ing ... there are more and 


more of tiose sicker pa- 
tients, ” Dr. Robert Kormos , 
a heart transplant specialist , 
told Reuters recently. 

“Probably very soon what’s 
going to happen is we'll only 
Jbe able to transplant the sick- 
est patients, and people wait- 
ing at home won't have a 
chance for a heart transplant 
until they get very sick and 
have to come to the hospit- 
al,” be said. 

Dr. Kormos has been in- 
vestigating the use of artifi- 
cial heart pumps to help pa- 
tients survive while they are 
waiting. 

According to tie United 
Network for Organ Sharing 
(UNOS) in Richmond, Virgi- 


nia, which oversees the pro- 
curement of organs in the 
United States, transplant 
waiting lists grow every year, 
but the number of donors has 
Battened out 

There are now T7J391 peo- 
ple waiting for transplants 
compared with 24,796 at t be 
end of 1991 and 16,034 at the 
end of 1988, said UNOS 
spokeswoman Mary Ann 
Wirtz. But there were only 
4^34 donors last year, down 
slightly from 4,461 in 1990, ■ 
but up from 4,012 in 1989 and 
4,081 in 1988. 

While a donor can contri- 
bute more than , one organ, as 
the field advances waiting 
lists are certain to grow lon- 


ger, transplant experts said. 

“More and more patients 
who didn't consider this as an 
option previously now see it 
as a viable option, ” Dr. Wirtz 
said. 

The U.S. government has 
attempted to address the 
problem, passing a 1984 law 
meant to expand the pool of, 
available organs. Appropri-'. 
ate donors typically are vic-\ 
tims of head injuries, motor; 
vehicle accidents and strokes, ; 
Dr. Wirtz said. ; 

But every hospital does not; 
follow the law, and the fami-* 
lien of many potential donors \ 
choose not to allow Dans-* 
plants. 
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Germany adds ®M age care to Bismarck's health system 


By Nao Nakanishi 
Reuter 

BONN — With growing 
numbers of old people, Ger- 
many . has decided to add 
long-term health insurance 


for the elderly to a welfare agreed that they would back 
network introduced iast.cen - a proposal to include nursing 

tury by legendary German care for the elderly and dis- 
Chancellor Otto Von Bis- abled in health insurance 


marck. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
three coalition parties have 


from 1996. 

The move should end a 
20-year wrangle in Germany , 


where a low birth rate and 
increased life expectancy 
have made affordable old-age 
care an increasing problem. 

It could also set a trend for 
other Western countries, 
which face the same problem 
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BLARNEY 
By A1 Becker 

ACROSS 
1 The Greatest" 

4 Skimmer or 

boatw 

7 Llama's cousin 
13 Fr. coastal town 
17 OUneu "way 
IB Pub potable 

19 — a 
Chiychmouse 

20 EvBa 

21 Start Of question 

24 Proverb 

25 Caesar, a.g. 

20 Makes zoo muss 
27 Gmrp of seven 

29 “—Yankee 
DOOOO..." 

30 Boring routines 
32 ■- Lay Dying" 

(Faulkner] 

34 Organic 
co mpounds 


DOWN 

1 M 

2 One not of me 

3 Sioux Cay's here 
a Linden or 

Holbrook 
5 Banff's words 
8 Western range 

7 Imitators 

8 Clark'S co-work or 

9 — favor (please 
hSp.) 

iQOnassts 

11 Money hangers 

12 Tennis great 

13 Composed 

14 Swapped, as * 
car 

15 Diary 

16 Small M 

20 Touches 

tenderly 

21 Court ensm 

22 Rlgnt of entry 




37 Lengths ot 
service 

38 — at the switch 

41 Mb Adams 

42 Continue question 
(with 460) 

47 Diamonds 

48 and Consent'' 

51 of Eden ' 

52 Mao — tung 

53 Of an arm bone 
55 Kofefea session 
58 Eastern 

giitara 

58 Compass selling: 
abbr. 

5fl Concerning 
80 Mannar In wtsen 
something i# 
made 

62 Less fresh 
66 Hsura 


23 Owned 
28 Melon 

31 Dream in Dieppe 

32 Residue 

33 Vogas money 
eaters 

35 Costa - 
38 Vattttaator 

38 Jota 

39 19 Boni- 

40 Somme summer 

43 Pluck from peril 

44 Lures 

45 River outlet 
48 Last word ol 

Question 

48 Surrounded by 

49 Star m Cygnua 

50 Jules of science 
fiction 

54 Garland 

57 Stretch skyward 

58 "Desire Under 
The — “ 


67 Serpent-haired 
lady 

B8 Scares 
70 Tbetan gazeOe 
72 Start of answer 
74 Ramoves sen 
from a case 

76 Raise 

77 Connector 

78 FtetMoua 

79 OodoesS of 
peace 

80 Aesopmn tale 
83 Cota soinf 

85 Autnor Victor 

86 Used a gtscianum 

87 Ocean: abbr 

88 Continue answer 
92 “Windy City site 

94 Papal rune 

95 B4i Mauldin 
oaanon 


80 Protracted quarrel 

81 Com m erci a ls 

82 Team pat 

63 Mmerai earth 

64 Plumed wader 
85 Arfadge of TV 
67 PaWar Edouard 
69 Dramatist 

Ptrandetto 
71 Very Impressed 
73 Coondge to 
friends 

75 ■' — Frame” 

76 Lawn co*er 
78 "West Skle 

Story name 
79"— Not" (Jack 
Paar phrase) 

80 Presidential pup 

81 Pamela 

82 Errors 

83 Rower or bunk 
64 Concorde, a.g. 

66 Wood strip 


19 x 19, By June, Birriek 


ACROSS 
1 Curved letter 
4 Loony 
7 Kaila s capital 
9 hh with the open 
hand 

13 Actor Andr e w s 

14 Choose by ballot 

18 The ends of the 
earth 

16 Rrtfc abbr. 

19 Spreads for 
breed 

21 Ooze 


DOWN 

1 Before 

2 Without 
ac com u Bitimem 

3S8wty tab 
4 Ttihiss cat 

5bdgo 
B Point of Urns 

B Sharp-txstlng 
9 Grand show 

10 Smoked salmon 

11 Anastrtrnent 

12 Bfcyde part 


“22 Wheel shaft 
23 — of Cancer 
25 Feminine title 
27 Consecrated 
28 Beer 

30 Plata of mixed 
greens 
32 Saltpeter 
34 Kitchen gadget 

36 Furnish 

37 Unadorned 

38 Desire 

• personified 


13 Line through 9 
circle 

15 Implements 
17 Kind of chair 
20 JaveBn 
24 Long Island etty 
«3 Uka a gymnast 
29 Nevada city 
31 US CSpJomat. 
Bias 

33 Paved way* 
Sbbr. 


40BeittmaMy 
42 Weight 

46 Long-plumed bird 

49 — Park, Colo. 

51 Fleur — 

53 Misstep 
55 Lobster 
restores 
57 AraBgton 
59 Not at off spicy 
61 Dreaded 
63 wa» pier 


35 Crest 
38 Care for 

41 Made stony 

42 Owned 

43 Energy type: 
abbr. . 

44 Something fa 
reserve 

45 Ordeal 
47 Concise 

50 Kind of ecOpae 
52 Wat land 


99 Lacking ethics 

101 Circuit 

102 Symbol ot 
mm 

105 calendar abbr. 

106 Bolivian dty 
106 Columbus' 

birthplace 
109 Western 
ill Queen at — 
113 End of answer 

117 Temptress 

118 Taka beck 

1 19 Susan of "LA. 
Law” 

120 Nightfa* to 
Keats 

121 Hardy (?n 

122 Hearn family 
shrubs 

123 Have being 

124 Pan of a race 


89 Smny dmie 

90 Top 

91 Metal (05 Kr 
S3 (mrestigams 

96 Oarrwnt of Eng 

97 Saying key word: 
vo* 

98 Corrtposer 
Jerome 

100 — Impasse 
Ideaolacked) 

102 Nudraks 
103— and outs 
104 Metro/ 

Israel 

107 Oned up 

108 Actress 
Rowlands 

110 Cain staling 
lit 84D 
112 Hurry 

114 601 

115 Varnlsn rash 

116 Color 


68 — gras 

68 Kind of race 

70 Secular 

71 Do a gardening 

72 Actors' parts 

74 m the — 
fhealthyj 

75 Minced oath 

76 Tidy 

77 crafty 

78 Upperclassmen: 
ab Or. 


54 Less common 
58 Trap 
58 Casaba. a.g. 

60 Narcotic 

62 Vafeys 

63 Rargp In Europe 

65 wee 

67 Genetic letters 
89 Twelvemonth 
73 Paved wavs: 
abbr. 


bbb abb Manila aaaa 

i HBB HBB UBflflBB HBBBB 
aflBflilBflBaflBBBBB aBBflfl 
Jim Jim aiaiii 
HBB - HBBBBB - HOB HflflflHH 
HBBHBBB HBBBHB 4IBBB 
aBBBHHHflBBBflfla HI 
HHHBBB BBBB HBB HHBBB 
HBflflB ' HBBBHB HBB ■ 
HBBB HHBBBBB HHBIBhJ 
HBB HBBBBB HHBBBB HBH 
BHBHBBBB HHBBBBB HBBB 
■ HBB ' HBBBBB HflBBB 
HHHBB HHfl HBBB HflBflBH 
HBB HHBBBHBBBBHBBB ■ 
HBBH HBBBBB HBBBHHH 
HBBBBB HBB HHHBBB HBB 
■ HBBBHB HBflBB Ulfl I 
HHBBB HBHHBBBBBHBBBm 
HBBBB HBBBBB HBB HBB 
HBBB HBBBBB HBB HBB 


Last Week’* Cryptograms 

1. la half-Ught, Uie filigreed doodad casts aa eerie shadow oa while ceUiag. 

2. Some good little girls warmed cold snowman with their own coal*. 

3. Our active toddlers have readied ass wbcsx old gaxta should be thrown in 
garbage bag. 

4. Garden story: Tbe snapdragon snapped at tbe pansy. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. JXP-EBTAH LHJT VJHED KSHJXBV6 
HATATQAHN EDA PSCN JL CJHA SE KJVAC 


BNX9VP QASKD. 


— By Earl Ireland 


2. OYXTOLF QBYTIEK WTO YH ' YT YOBXI 
HOES YN LF 1 VESQSLSZI BN 1 TW 
XFSZBGEJH TE BTH BN I K 9 TX 1 Z.FIY. 

—By Gordon Miller 

3. SWNOU WEI SHOO H MIGHTYHYPER 


IHCYLUNHZI ON P T I 

IHCYLTLHZPEE JGIEY? 


BCIHY 
-—By Ed HndtOeaon 


4. TSF PILOT TjS PX LSPXQ; “PYT1 YG, OPXQ 
PTX OPGQSQI YG’Q GNS PLYING GNYTI GH 
XHT —By Engcn* T. Malaga 
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LAST NBK1 PUZZLE 
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of fewer young workers help- 
ing to support more and more 
old people. 


Tbe spiralling cost of 
health care has also been’ an 
issue in tins year's U.S. pres- 
idential elections. Some U.S. . 
politicians see Germany as a 
possible model for an Amer- 
ican national health system. 

Germany’s social welfare 
system already guarantees all 
citizens comprehensive be- 
nefits and a free choice of 
doctor, regardless of ability 
to pay. But it does not : cover 
many who need nursing but 
cannot pay ibr it 

Officials estimate that 1.65 
million people, most of them 
elderly, need long-term care 
today and their numbers will 
rise by a quarter of a million 
by tbe year 2010. 

Around a quarter of these 
are in nursing homes, but 
most of them are unable to 


afford fees : averaging 3,100 
marks ($2,000) a month. 

Under tbe government 
proposal, which must be> 
approved ’by 'parliament, 
monthly tpntzfimtions to the: 1 
.long-term', nursing care sys- 
tem are set at 1.7 per cent of 
employees’ gross income. 

Shared equally between 
workers and employers, this 
should generate enough 
funds for the state to pay 
monthly fees of up to 2,100 
marks ($1,360) m nursing 
costs. People can buy addi- 
tional private insurance if 
they wish. 

To avoid a further increase 
in the already heavy burden 
employers face in welfare 
contributions, the govern- 
ment aims to raise some of 
the money by obliging work- 
ers to forego pay tor die first 
day of sick leave or forfeit a 
days holiday. 

This has . provoked an 


angry response from unions. 

Toe powerful IG MetaH 
metal workers union called 
for nationwide protests 
saying: “Workers should 
: make it clear immediately 
that they cannot accept a loss 
of wages wiien they are tick.” 

Industrialists are worried 
that tbe new insurance sys- 
tem could undermine their 
competitiveness. 

“ Industry is deeply con- 
cerned by tbe decision Of tbe 
government's coalition par- 
ties on nursing care,” tbe 
Federation of German Em- 
ployers (BDA) said in a 
statement. “ A further rise in 
labour costs must be avoided 
at all costs.” 

Volker Hansen, a senior 
BDA official, said the con- 
tribution rate would probably 
need to be doubled before 
2030 because of demographic 
changes as well as high 
wages. 


Hansen noted that the 
Netherlands, one of the very 
few countries which has a 
national nursing cans system, 
baff more than doubled con- 
tributions oi tier 1 the last two 
dd&ades. 

The government's proposal 
has also raised concern about 
an explosion in *hc cost of the 
cradfe-to-grave welfare sys- 
tem, which has its roots in Vf 
benefits introduced by Bis- 
marck in tbe 19th century to 
help quell worker unrest. 

“Our social welfare system 
has been constantly fighting 
with tbe problem of finance. 

We can predict that the nurs- 
ing system will face similar - 
problems," said Bemd 
Huegle, of the Hartmann- 
bund Association of German 
Doctors. 

“It would have been better 
to opt for a compulsory pri- ■’ 
vatety-ftmded system.” 


Researchers target borrowed killer 
cells to destroy virus infections 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — In a 
therapy that may eventually 
be used against ADDS, scien- 
tists have proven that bor- 
rowed white blood cells can 
be targetted to seek out and 
kill cells that are infected 
with a dangerous virus. 

Researchers reported in 
tbe journal Science that three 
patients whose immune sys- 
tems were destroyed as part 
of their cancer therapy were 
all protected from an often- 
fatal virus by injections of 
Lymphocytes, or white blood 
cells, from healthy donors. 

Dr. Phillip D. Greenberg , 
head of labs at tbe Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Centre and at the University 
of Washington in Seattle , 
said that though tbe clinical 
research used only a few pa- 


tients, it is the first step to- 
wards a new technique of 
conquering viral infections in 
patients who have no natural 
immune protection. 

Patients in tbe study were 
all being treated for cancer by 
receiving powerful radiation 
doses that destroyed their 
bone marrow. Bone marrow 
transplants would .restore 
their blood and immune sys- 
tem over several weeks. 

But, until the bone marrow 
graft is fuIJy functioning , 
these patients are virtually 
defenseless against infection. 
And one of the most serious 
threats is the Cytomegalovir- 
us, or CMV, which can cause 
a vicious and usually fatal 
pneumonia in patients with 
weak immune systems . . 

“CMV has been a major 
cause of mortality in bone- 
marrow transplant patients , ” 


said Dr. Greenberg. “And it 
has become a major problem 
in HIV (the AIDS ■ virus) 
patients. '* 

In the study. Dr. Green- 
berg said 'that researchers 
took from bone-marrow 
donors a type of lymphocyte 
called CD8 cells. These CDS 
cells are sort of tbe immune 
system enforcers. Their job is 
to seek out other cells that 
are infected by virus and then 
kOl both die cell and tbe 
virus. This stops tbe spread of 
Jbe virus. The Cpt8 cells used 
in the study were all targetted 
to attack tbe CMV virus. 

After nurturing the CD8 
cells in the lab for weeks and 
allowing them to increase, 
the cultures were injected 
into patients' who had re- 
ceived bone marrow trans- 
plants from the samehonors 
who contributed the CDS 


cells. 

Dr. Greenberg said each l 
patient received four injec- _ 
Dons, with an increasing c 
number of CD8 cells. - 
In the following weeks, ~ 
blood teste showed, that the ■’ 
transplanted CD8 cells pro- 1 
tected the patients from _ 

CMV infection. 7 

“It very effectively recon- 
stjtuted their immune re-^l 
muse to the virus” Dr.%, 
Greenberg said. “ The magni 
tude of tbe response was even 
higher than that detected in c 
(healthy) people.” »■ 

None of tbe patients, in the 
study developed CMV virus ? 
infections. ** 

To prove tbe true worth of ^ 
the therapy. Dr. ■ Greenberg . 
said it will have to be tested 2 
in a much larger number of ? 
patients. That is under way. ^ 




Tests show hope for new diabetes treatment 

4 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
researchers have said diabe- 
tics may soon receive long- 
lasting insulin implants, 
freeing them from daily in- 
sulin injections, based on suc- 
cessful experiments in dogs. 

Dr. Robert Txrrm pf 
Harvard Medical School and 


colleagues said the dogs were 
successfully implanted with a 
kind of artificial pancreas, 
holding capsules that release 
insulin-producing cells. 

“As soon as tbe’sugar goes 
op they immediately release 
the insulin. Then when the 


sugar goes down they shut 
off,” Dr. Lanza said in a 
telephone interview. 

The experiment was re- 
ported 4n the July issue of 
Diabetes, the medical journal 
for the American Diabetes 
Association. 

While not a cure for di- 


abetes, Dr. Tjtrrra said 
could become the prefer . n 
treatment if it proves succa 
nil m tests in humans th 
may start within a year. 

_ Their work marked ti 
first time the method .worki 
in a larger animal, although 
has worked before in ok 
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No U.N. team to visit Jordan 
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(Cotfned from page ]) 

sores, including preparing de- 
tailed manifests of the goods and 
providing exact weight and type 
of each imported product, exact 
.extra time and money from their 
dealings. 

. In fect, some investors in the 
-Zarqa Free Zone who com- 
plained about these measures. 


■-V 

r~ 

| 


intolerable and trade with Iraq 
has almost come to a halt 

*Tf things continue at this level 
we are thinking of far ming g 
committee of investors to 
tins problem with the finance 
minister,” one of the investors, 
who asked he remain anony- 
mous, told the Jordan Times. 

Mont of the traders and in- 
vestors interviewed said they 
understood- the reasons behind 
the ministry’s move to tighten 
procedures at the free zone but 
said the move would hit them 
badly. “We understand that Jor- 
dan is under pressure to behave 
this way, but we are also losing 
our business and some of us are 


thinking of packing and leaving 
the free tone,” another- investor' 
said. . 

Apart from the need Go back up 
Jordan’s declared position of im- 
posing sanctions on Iraq, the 
Zarqa Free Zone has also been 
witness to two cases of smuggling! 
of cigarettes and whiskey so die 
local market in Jordan. One of 
die oases is pending in court and 
involves a well-known business- 
man. Reaction to that case was 
quick: and firm from tbe responsi- 
ble authorities, especially that it 
■ unveOed trades in die system of 
' operation at the free zone. 

“We cannot tolerate smuggling 
and cheating in onr midst.” a 
senior official told the Jordan 
Times in response to the inves- 
tors’ complaints. 

“At tins particular stage of our 
history where we are trying to 
institutionalise democracy and 
proper legal procedures we are 
also falling under pressure from 
all sides to ensure the proper 
implementation of sanctions 
(against Iraq),” the senior official 


Israelis hope for loan guarantees 


ft 1 




(Continued from page 1) 

both prime Minister and defence 
minister. 

“With die change of govern- 
ment and the messages conveyed 
from the United States there is 
now a positive, better atmos- 
phere mat did not exist until 


now,” new Finance Minister 
Abraham Shohat told reporters 
after fa>n« with Mr. Rabin. 

“I hope it will be posable to 
advance die matter of' the loan 
guarantees,” he said. “I have an 
optimistic feeling on this sub- 
ject.” 


Advertisment 





The British Bank of the Middle East 
holds trade service seminar 
for some of its top customers and guests 


Yesterday the British Bank of 
die Middle East held a trade 
services seminar at die Mar- 
riott Hotel in Amman. 

The seminar was attended 
by over 30 of the bank’s top 
customers and geests. The 
seminar covered all. trade sggp 
vices that are of interest ; to. 
im porter s and exporters, sucj^. ( 
as documentary credits, collec- 
tions, treasury and forward 
dealing, trade -finance, marine 
insurance and shipping. 

Speakers at the seminar 
/ » , were Mr. Load Marar, mana- 
T gpr trade services, Mr. Nabs 
Bitar, trade finance executive 
and Mr. Waleed Jadoun. man- 
ager treasury, from the British 
Bank of the Middle East. 

Also, Mr. Rudain Kawar 
and Mr. Jamil Said from Amin 
Kawar and Sons Cj., spoke 


about shipping wide Mr. Nabfl 
Akkawi from Middle East In- 
surance Co., spoke about 
marine insurance. During 
these sessions there were a lot 
of discussions about afl the 
issues that are of interest to 
Jordanian importers and ex- 
porters. r- • ••. ■ y. ’ \ . — 

Mr. Derek Kelly, the area 
manager of the British Bank of 
the Middle East, said: “This 
seminar supports the bank’s 
commitment to provide an ex- 
cellent and increasingly com- 
prehensive sendee to its cus- 
tomers. The bank will hold 
more of these seminars urtbe 
futnre to bring the global capa- 
bilities 'of British Bank of the 
Middle East and its parent, the 
Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Banking Group, to die Jorda- 
nian market” 


Conference urges returnee investments 


(Continued from page 1) 


countries employing Jordanians 
to offer the expatriates, perma- 
nent employment status. 

' It streessed the need for setting 
up projects which would offer 
increased employment opportu- 
nities within Jordan and in the 
industrial sector wife a view to 
increasing national self-reliance 
and reducing imports. 

Edudatkra at all levels should 
be oriented towards meeting the 
labour and technology needs of 
Jordan, whether in universities, 
community colleges or technical 


institutions, it said. 

The conference called for de- 
fining a national strategy on the 
local labour movement with tbe 
objective of including policies foi 
absorption and employment with 
special focus on returnees. 

It also emphasised fee need for 
all programmes to be compatible 
with the goals of the national 
economic revival and restructur- 
ing programme of the govern- 
ment and for new avenues to 
invest savings. 


ALIA HOTEL /HA ajLcJai^ 



Night 5pBci$i 


Time 


every Saturday night, 


Pick-up 


from your hotel stay, or any place in Amman. 

Tour 


Sight-seeing Amman by night including 
.Roman theatre, down town and the 
Desert highway to ALIA Hotel. 




B.B.Q. 


at ALIA Hotel Swimming Pool Terrace. 
A Selection of oriental food & desserts. 


VU 


Live entertainment. 


. enjoy the traditional dances, songs and 
- instrumental music of Jordan's provinces 
by the famous Royal Jordanian Folklore Troupe 
in colourful costumes based on traditional 
regional, dress, along side with oriental band. 


Price 


J.D. 10.000 per person, inclusive. 


for information &. reservation please call 
ALIA HOTEL SALES DEPT. 0851000 


5 doctors held in Zarqa death 

(Continued from page 1) 


dation (JMA), told the Jordan 
Tunes Wednesday feat the asso- 
ciation was closely following up 
fee Zarqa cases and its first prior- 
ity was to free fee detained doc- 
tors. 

“The law has to take its own 
coune, bm in the meantime there 
is little justification for detaining 
the doctors," Dr. Maraqa said. 


“After all they have not commit- 
ted a murder and I believe feat 
their detention is an oveireaction 
(by the authorities)." 

Dr. Maraqa said JMA repre- 
sentatives would be meeting the 
district attorney in Zarqa Thurs- 
day seeking the immediate re- 
lease of fee doctors. “It is not as 
if the doctors would run away 


from the country. Enough 
guarantees could be provided 
that they would be available for 
questioning and for all phases of 
the procedures involved.” 

Under fee law, fee district 
attorney is empowered to remand 
suspects in custody for 14 days 
pending questioning and inves- 


tigations. 

Dr. Maraqa lamented the abs- * 
ence of insurance for practising ■ 
doctors in Jordan. “If insurance . 
was available for Jordanian doc- . 
ton. then it would be much easier ( 
to handle cases of alleged mal- ' 
practices and genuine mistakes- " 
made during the course of prac- 
tising madidrie.” . * 


APPLY FOR THE 
AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD 
AT UNION BANK FOR 
SAVINGS & INVESTMENT. 


MOT TRANSFERABLE 









THERE'S NEVER 
BEEN A BETTER TIM 
TO APPLY. 



Union Bank For Savings &. Investment 
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Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

ambassador of my inability to 
meet Mr. Baker’s invitation,” 
Mr. Bweiz added. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwiler said Tuesday the site of 
Mr. Baker’s meeting with 
. Lebanese officials had not been 
set. 

Mr. Bweiz said “a positive de- 
velopment has occurred in Leba- 
non in recent months which war- 
rants a change in fee attitude 
towards Lebanon at all levels.” 

Commenting on Mr- Rabin’s 
invitations to Arab leaders, Mr. 
Bweiz said: “I don't think any 
Arab official would respond to 
such a proposal as long as Israel 
does not dearly commit itself to 
implementing U.N. resolutions 
regarding the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict.” 

He did not elaborate, but his 
stand mirrored comments Tnes- 
" day by Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Shaxaa, yrho said 
Israel must first implement U.N. 
resolutions that call for an Israeli 
pufioot from the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Palestine liberation Oxgamsa- 
^tion (FLO) faction on Wednes- 
day urged next week’s leadership 
meeting in Tunis to improve 
terms for Palestinian participa- 
tion in Middle East peace talks 
after Israel's new cabinet took 

office. 

Tayseer Khaled, the Democra- 
tic Front for fee liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) member cm the 
PLO’s Executive Committee, 
also blasted Mr, Rabin’s recent 
on . Middle East peace. 

“At the Tunis meeting we shall 
posh towards a declaration that 
the Palestinian Middle East peace 
delegation is a FLO team and 
that it represents all the Palesti- 
nians from inside and outside the 
occupied territories and Jeru- 
salem,” he said in Amman. 

$ An enlarged meeting of die 

Palestinian leadership is due to be 

held in Tunis on Tuesday to work 
out the PLO’s response to Mr. 
Rabin’s peace overtures and 
chart strategy for the eight- 
month-old Middle East peace 
talks. . 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TCL. 604676 604696 




CROWN 

„ INT’L EST, 
Packing, shipping, i 
forwarding, storage, 1 
clearing, door-to-door j 
service . £ 
Air. Sea and Land 


4JABEE1 





liB 6 QTU MIS OKS SERBS 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

■fr Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 
•ir Shoes repair * Engraving 
■* Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches al YOUR Sconce 

Mecca Street behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 121 656, Fax 
826163 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Horn; Service 
Develop your colour film at 
pur shop and get:- . 

* JUMBO photo 
$iz* 3D% istrgmr 

oni otro- 

20 m JO 


Shmosaan' - Opp- Crindlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefich tdb 823891 


4 RENT 

Super deluxe villa, two 
storey building with base- 
ment, 5 bedrooms, 5 bath- 
rooms, office, big living 
area and big basement for 
services. 850 sq. metres.. 
Location: Um Utheina 
opposite the residence of. 
the Saudi Arabian ambas- 
sador. 

For further details please call: 
Abdown RmI Estate 
TaLr 810605, 810609,810520 
Fax: 810520 


P.(XBck 2206 Amman, Jordan 
Off the 2nd Qrcte.Jabal Amman 


AQABA 


■/ 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daOy 

12*0 -15M & me -23-JO 

. Tel: 03-314415 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyahfiirls School 

Tafcc-anwaaf stwvica 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3Q-Midnight 

■ TeL 638968 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
. Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight y 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


❖ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



TAIWAN TOURISMS 

New management by] 
Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

Labaf Amman-3rd Circle 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 1 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[Opcn H..nt-j._Vi it ti-yii-Il.So iLxfr] 

Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear P hiladelphia Hotel 
fret. 661822, Amman 

Cittt Tasted 

ftfowusuved 




±£lil 





The Ffrat Spa fa fllft Riddle East based on bot Saffiaws mineral Water 
Springs of tfgti ■fcienf Concentration for tbe Cue of 
1 Rhmnatinn , ■ Arthritis ■ Sinusitis • ■ Digestive diseases 
Or Jnst far blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

I On Room Rates 

1 For Non Jordanians " Residents " 

* — t 60837112 . 008Z79 . 088510 • l-ocHaa i 08 5*5500 



Terrace 
Restaurant 
I Tafias Bar 

IrriprnatinTial Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebel Armnan - 2rd Orcds 
For Basana&Bii TBl H5060 A 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
_ Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


UAKOTEL 


Amman - Tel 668193 
PO Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Idea! Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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King 

receives 

Jordanian 

world 

champion 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday re- 
ceived at the Royal Court Musta- 
fa Hasanien, Jordan's 1986 body 
building champion currently liv- 
ing in Austria, who last month 
won the World Body Building 
Championship. 

His Majesty conferred upon 
Mr. Hasanien the A1 Hussein 
distinguished medal in apprecia- 
tion of his achievements. Present 
at the Royal Court was Minister 
of Youth Saleh Irsheidat. 

Mr. Hasanien began his body 
building career in 1986 at Ai 
Hussein Body Building Centre in 
Amman. He won Jordan's body 
building championship the same 
year. He later went to Vienna, 
Austria, where he worked and 
concentrated on body building 



His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday confers Al Hussein medal to 
world body budding champion Mustafa Hasanien in the presence 
of Minister of Youth Saleh Irsfaeidat (Petra photo) 
techniques and participated in was winning the World Cbam- 


European championships. pionship in Frankfurt, Germany 

He won the 1988 European on June 12, 1992. 

Championship and 6nWw»d 11th in The Jordan Weight-Lifting and 
the World Championship in Body Building Federation w31 
France in 1989. He won the Ger- hold an exhibition contest for 
man Championship the same -year Hasanien and Jordan’s top body 
in the 90 kilogramme category, building champions on Saturday 


In 1990 he won the Austrian 
Championship. 

His latest and best achievement 


building champions on Saturday 
when the Jordanian public will 
have a chance to see the Jorda- 
nian world champion. 



iVe decided r am 

DEFINITELY NOT GOINS 
TO SUMMER CAMP! 



INSTEAD, l f M 60IN6 
TO HOLLYWOOD! IT'S 
MORE MY STYLE.. 



I HAVE TO LEAVE ? 

NOULI'M FLYING ON / 1 ACE ' 
^"AIRLINES.. { AIRLINES': 



New nations cast among 
sharks of European Cup 



LONDON (R) — European 
champions Barcelona begin the 
defence of their European Cop 
soccer title against Norwegian 
part-timers while previous cham- 
pions AC Milan and PSV Ein- 
dhoven were pitted against teams 
from new nations in Wednesday's 
draw. 

Barcelona, who beat Samp- 
doria at Wembly and followed up 
by winning the Spanish League 
title again, were matched against 
Viking Stavanger in the first 
round. 

PSV Eindhoven, champions in 
1988 but early-round casualties in 
the last two season, should now be 
troubled by opponents Zalgins 
Vilnius from the new Baltic Re- 
public of Lithuania — one of 
seven nations taking part in the 
three European competitions for 
the first time. 

AC Milan, European cham- 
poins in 1989 and 1990 but ban- 
ned last season, return to the 
competition they both graced and 
disgraced, against either Olimpija 
Ljubljana from Slovenia or Nor- 
ma Tallinn of Estonia who play 
off in a preliminary round. 

Many of the teams from the 
new nations have been put into 
preliminary rounds as the Euro- 
pean Cup and Cyp Winners' Cup 
welcome sides from Slovenia, 
Israel, Ukraine, Baltic states, 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
and the Faroe Islands. 

German champions VFB Stutt- 
gart, UEFA Cup finalists in 1989, 
were pitted against Leeds United, 
who snatched the English title 
from Manchester United with a 
late surge. 


First round matches are on 
Sept. 16 and 30. 

Leed’s last foray into the Euro- 
pean Cup ended m defeat at the 
bands of Germany's Bayern 
Munich in the final in Paris in 
1975 — and in disgrace when 
their fans rioted. 

Milan, banned for a year from 
European competition after their 
players refused to return to the 
pitch in their semifinal defeat by 
Marseille in 1991 when lights 
failure forced players off, were 
seed and return as one of the- 
favourites after winning the Ita- 
lian League without losing a 
game. 

Marseille, beaten finalists in 
1991, face a first leg trip to 
Glen to ran in Northern Ireland as 
they resume their quest to be- 
come the first French chib to win 
a European trophy. 

The European Cup, which in- 
cludes four of the last five win- 
ners with only Red Star Belgrade, 
from banished Yugoslavia mis- 
sing, will be played on the same 
. mini-league format introduced 
last year. 

The last eight teams remaining 
after knockout rounds will be 
divided into two leagues for a 
rond-robin semifinal series with 
the winners contesting the final. 

UEFA precluded teams from 
Albania, Croatia and Georgia 
from the competitions because of 
fears players’ safety. 

CSKA Moscow in the Euro- 
pean -Cup, together with Spartak 
Moscow in the Cup Winners’ Cup 
and Torpedo Moscow and Dyna- 
mo Moscow in' the UEFA Cop, 
make history as the first sides to 


represent Russia in the competi- 
tions after the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union. 

Former Soviet giants Dynamo 
Kiev, Cup Winners’ Cup winners 
in 1986 and 1975 and now car- 
rying the main hopes of Ukraine's 
first tentative steps into Euro- 
pean soccer history books, play 
Rapid Vienna of Austria in the 
UEFA Cup. 

The Cup Winners’ Cup threw 
up a cruel pairing when holders 
Werder Bremen were drawn 
against fellow-German side Han- 
nover in, the first round. 

Four-times European cham- 
pions Liverpool start their 23rd 
European campaign in the Cup 
Winners’ Cup — the one trophy 
they have never won — a home to 
ApoDow Limassol of Cyprus. 

UEFA Cup holders Ajax Am- 
sterdam , in the competition again 
-as Dutch League runners-up, 
were drawn against Salzburg of 
Austria. 

Real Madrid, cast into the 
UEFA Cup for the second suc- 
cessive year after losing the tide 
to Barcelona on the last day of 
the season and the cup final to 
Atletico, meet Politehnica Timi- 
soara of Romania. 

Manchester United play Tor- 
pedo Moscow while another En- 
glish side, Sheffield Wednesday, 
have an easy return after 29 
years’ absence for their -third 
European campaign against 
Spora Luxembourg.' 

Slov enia's sole representative 
in the UEFA Cup, Belvedur Izo- 
la, face a fierce baptism against 
Benfica, European Cup runners- 
up twice m the last five years. 


Spain beats Belgium in Federation Cup 


FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— Winning the Federation Cup 
for the second year in a row 
would be quite an achievement 
- for Spain, but there’s a bigger 
prize ahead at home and that’s 
what the team is aiming for: 
Barcelona Olympics. 

Spain upset the United States 
last year to win the Federation 
Cup for the first time and Tues- 
day it began the defence of the 
title with a 2-1 victory over Bel- 
gium. 

Coochita Martinez and Arant- 
xa Sanchez Vicario cruised to 
straight-set victories in the singles 
to assure the Spanish victory, 
while Belgium posted a consola- 
tion win of foe doubles. 

“We are happy to be bade to 
defend the title and I am glad that 
the team stayed together. But of 
course we are looking ahead to 
the Olympics,” said Sanchez 
Vicario, who beat Sabine Appel- 
mans 6-1, 6-2. 

“We’ll cry to win it again, but 
it's not going to be easy. But it’s 
good practice for foe Olympics,” 
said Martinez, a 6-1, 64 winner 
over Dominique Mon ami. 

Spain is seeded second behind 
Germany, which is led this year 
by Wimbledon champion Steffi 
Graf. 

Spain’s second-round oppo- 
nent will be Canada, which beat 
Sooth Africa 2-1 on come-from- 
behind singles victories by Rene 
Simpson- Alter and Patricia Hy. 


Simpson-AIter beat hard- 
hitting Marian De Swardt 2-6, 
6-2, 6-2, while Hy defeated 
Amanda Coetzer, also 2-6, 6-2, 
6 - 2 . 

Sooth Africa is making its first 
appearance in the Federation 
Cup since 1977, following years 
of international boycott because 
of its government's apartheid 


policies. 

Before foe match started, three 
German policemen showed up at 
tbe outride court as additional 
security, but there were no inci- 
dents or hecklers. 

“We have no experience as a 
team, we haven’t played as a 
team since 1977,” said South 
African captain Etna Reinach Sr. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JULY 17, 1992 

By Thomas S Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
direct and outspoken in le tting 
others know your wishes and be' 
sure to make the changes you are 
considering at tbe present time. 
Use the philosophy of life that best 
coincides with your own mind. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) By 
noon you should have some task 
behind you and then be able to 
meet with an associate to find out 
just what is wrong in that rela- 
tionship and get on better terms. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 
Arrange future amusements in de- 
tail in the morning then you will be 
able to get into the problems fating 
you in activities that requite much 
effort on your pan. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A * 
family matter should have your 
focus in the morning but theu-you - 
wDl find that there is some misun- 
derstanding' with your mate that 
needs to be cleared up. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well tbe various 
talks that get more understanding 
with allies in tbe morning while 
later its necessary not to confuse 
family members. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Pay 
those pending bills in the morning 
and get rid of them then you will be 
able to seek out and uncover some 
information to eliminate some 
muddle thinking. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Put into motion your own plans 


: of action in ihe morning then later 
,- tnake sure you are very careful 
about anything that has to do with 
property finances. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can easily handle a private 
concern in the morning leaving you 
with time to get into your own 
goals and find bow to eliminate 
^obstacles in your path. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You ran wind up a personal 
problem during the morning but 
then make sure you get into that 
mystifying situation for the real 
truth' can be revealed now. 

■SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Do an outside chore 
early for you wiD soon want to get 
'into making a personal goal a part 
of your life and it will require much 
concentrated effort. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A message from after 
solves a problem in the morning 
and then you arc free to use your 
rime at those worldly vocational 
activities feting you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Look for ways to attend to 
an account so its back of you in tbe 
morning after which you will be 
able to get into a new plan of 
action and iron out the wrinkles. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March ' 
20) A public interest can be pur- 
sued in the morning but then you 
find that there are aspects to 'car- 
rying it through that use all your 
ingenuity and cleverness. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HtftSCH 
etttl Ttfena in a » wm. Jr*. 



SOUND ADVICE FROM DOWN UNDER 



WHEREVER 1 GO 1 ) 
SEE BEAUTIFUL |l 

girls following \ 

ME!7HEVlR£ALW«SJ 
AFTERMgf THEY 4 
WANNA KISS ME J" 
t SEE THEM 
THE TIME. 1 


OH, YOU 
ONLY 

IMAGINE 
vTHAT/ r 




Neither vulnerable. South desk.' 
NORTH 
4 K 6 
V92 

0 A K 9 7 3 
* A J 10 6 

WEST EAST 

*10 963 * J 8 4 

v A Q 8 5 3 V 10 7 4 

6 10 2 0QJ65 

*54 4 Q 98 

SOUTH 
4 A Q 7 2 
VKJO 
084 
4X732 

The KiA4rr>y 

South Wart North Kart 

14 Van 10 Pm 

14 Pm 20 Pm 

2 NT Pm 3 NT Pm 

Pam Paaa 

Opening lead: Five of 9 
Tia the season far cmng. end if 
partner's bidding and pby havsrt 
b*en up to miff lately, yon could do 
a lot worse than stuff his stocking 
with Bon KHngar's Guide to Better 
Sridgi (Hougaton ftfiffin’a Master 
Bridge Sows, 192 pp, pa pmh a cfc 
tin oc i.nijj. 


Wodd, 39 W. 94th St, New York. 
N.Y. 10025). Kfinger, an Aistrshan 
mtemrtaoaaKst, is an aceonmUied 
te ache r, and the book contests bun- 
dnds of mteirsling p^bim s 


Many, tike tins one. feature both 
bidding and phy. - - • 

When South rebids ana 
North has no de a r-cot action— in 
modem bidding methods a jump to 
three dobs would not be forcing. 
The bid of two hearts is " fourth -amt 
forcing." It says nothing about the 
heart suit — responder is simply ask- 
ing far a farther de sc r ipti on of part- 
ner's bolding. With a heart stopper. 
South bids no trump and North goes 
on to g rnim . 

, Aftrt a heart opening lead, won 

the jack, declarer can const eight 
tricks. The obrioas jdace to find tbe 

game-going trick is in dobs. (If yon 
Wo thought about Hfag ifa- 
mem ds, boy an extra copy of th e 
book for yomsdl!). As a ratter of 
net, you can set up an extra dub 
trick even if the fawum i bm. 

You can t«b die Aifr «n — « f g£_ 
fort w«y. Does that mean it’s a 
guess? 

Only if you tike going down half 
foe time. As long as yen can keep 
East off lead, your king of hearts 
cannot be attached. Socraee to the 
ace of ctnbe and run the jack. When 


, , — 4UH1 

cams, you r thon^rtful play mU an 

overtook. 

Tbwe you are. Touts learned 
bow to execute an “avoidance oWy” 

aewdL 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JULY 16, 1 992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Although a certain communication 
can cause you to wonder whether 
you are doing things just right, you 
need to doable check your com- 
ments and writings to one in an 
important position ... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
person or condition from a dis- 
tance can be the means by which 

you feel it is necessary to leave 
whatever you are doing for this 
new activity but remain steadfast- 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) A 
well thought out pleasure has some 
complications connected with it 
that makes a revision of your good 
time essential to go along with a 
different outlet. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Maintain a friendly aspect to your 
relations with those at your home 
despite a situation there that has 
confused and too apt to make you 
sulk. ’. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) It is a must today that you 
do nothing reckless on a highway or 
m motion since carelessness or 
another fault can cause an acci- 
dent. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you have in mind where 
money or property is concerned 
requires very astute handling or 
you could many of the things that 
you enjoy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the day for you to avoid 


any son of a mdcc at your resi- 
dence even though there is a good ■ 
reason to be upset but don’t show 
it at this time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A private matter and an out- 
ride concern dash and you will 
have ro schedule your time very 
carefully in order to handle each of 
them properly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You think things are going 
along fine but soon a condition 
with an acquaintance over money 
or property can give you pause to 
think and act with caution. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to be 
most aware of anything you do in 
the public eye that could be criti- 
cised as it would arise intermittent- 
ly for sometime to come. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) If you allow a trouble- 
some situation to keep you from 
expanding your activities in new 
directions you lose out where you 
can make considerable gains. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you have in mind 
where you attachment is concerned 
should be carried through despite 
requesting of friends to go off on a 
jaunt. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have a good feeling to- 
wards a partner early but some 
circumstance is apt to arise later 
that makes you question this per- 
son but don’t. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 

~HARgi5 J 



‘Last time I mowed the lawn I could 
swear 1 heard the grass 
screaming in pain.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


IT WAS 50 HOT, 
THE THERMOMETER 
. WAS THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- - 
Bested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: KITTY TACKY UNFOLD VACUUM 
Answer What he - was when he reafaad he had enough • 
gas to finish Ns trip^—TANK-FUL" 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James E. Hi rush Jr. 


Orkneys Met 
6 Pub drinks 
,10 Catamaran 


15 Diva PonseBe 

16 Salmagundi 

17 On the toft aids. 
16 Throw out 

IS ttito queen, tor 
short 

20 Melissa of song 

22 Epee hands 

23 Maui 

' musfanafcars 

24 Corrects 
28 Hackney 

30 Fat farm 

31 Lancet or ogee - 

32 Prank 
35 Seethe 

39 Bug feeder 

41 Certain dock 

42 — incognita 

43 Honkers 

44 Talon 

46 Disturbance 


49 Nod • 

5T Rneswofd .. 
54 Enjoy toe sun - 

gBuSdhgptocs .. 

57 TraOope’s “ — . 
Towers” . 

va—nvu. 

64 SRy chatter. . ' 

65 Entke . 
66klKKMon 
67 Daly Planet . 


aaaa 

IIM 


■ aaaa aaaa 

■a in aaaa 
ibb aaaa ami 
aaaa aaaaaa 


OIMBTOnn* Mad, 8 
MMMinmnM 


68 Industries* 
Cyrus 

69 SocW Ugwta 

70 Loose and fighi 

71 Lyons’ river 

DOWN 

1 Pretense , . 
2— pi* (from 
hud to foot) 

3 Dramatic 
contact . 

4 Ft playground 

5 Whitt House's 

’ ‘Chester 


8 Being: LaL 
. 9 Petty nier 
lONYaridMkm. 
cries . 

11 Pooped 

12 Meadow 

-13 Btows shorn 

28 PhyBs Drier's 

ax - 

“Dies — 

28 FMd measure 

29 father B rown’s 
erector 

30 Chesterfield 

33 Move slowly 

34 Btue HensL 
Berio s County 

37 EMe mkfcSo 

nsme 

3® Qweter's boss 
40 Msrtfuarta 
45 Lotion 
49 Hotstdad stone 


nnnn rannnn nnnr? 
nnnn nnninn nnnn 
mnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnr:, nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnrjnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnncnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn annnr 


50 Barbecue hem 

51 Thai money 

52 Script symbols 

53 Rope 

54Mwkhaww 
55 Yearns 
58 King 


.69; Ayrto6qh‘ s 
predecessor 
60 In — 

- 

91 NC coasts ■ 
62 Ctafe- or / 

■ Ooty . *' 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

1 leading world currencies and gold against 

the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.9200/05 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar .1.1914/19 

Canadian dollar 

1.4842/47 

Deutschemarks 

1.6735/40 

Dutch guilders 

1.3440/50 

Swiss franca 

30.64/66 

Belgian francs 

5.0100/50 

Ffencfa francs 

1124/1126 

Italian Htf. 

125.24/29 

Japanese yen 

53910/60 

Swedish crowns 

5.8360/410 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7210/60 

Danish crowns 

(tee ounce of gold 350.85/35135 

U.S. dollars 
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HEAL ESTATE UVUIUIT 

HATidtu portfolio secbrittes 
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jobdav mates nsonnen 

BOLT LABS IASOTAJK* 

AKABZAN MAS I6SUWUKE 

THE RATJ0SAL ABUA mSORAXCE 

JQAMKZM ELECTRIC P<JWP» 

aaab inmnncBAz. hotels 

uwnz 6 reavTKf 

XBHZB Manner SWCTRICITX 

JtSUUUf PRESS P00HSATT0B / ALBA' I 

mins tnnnt w wf a comhodom hotels 

jorOmi im«. ccworahoh 

WArfmiABT equip. marrua 4 haistb«arcb 

mum xkrprxses e E Qo m mua leasing 

JORUM BOLT REAL XSTAZE lUVESTMEUT 

ARAB PAHA COHVERTZM fi TRADING 

JOtOUfl DAUCI 

THE PUBLIC KLRZM 
ARAB ALUKWXB* UCKMTRT 
ARAB PKUMACXOXraUta MAIIBPACTaBJNC 
THE ZKD09XRXAL COMtERCIAL G AGRICULTURAL 
ARAB CHEMICAL OETEROZHTS IBDOBTRIES 
RATIONAL REEL IB0CSTRT 
OAR AL DAM DEPSLOPHEBT E XHVRSTTfEET 
ZEE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 
JORDAN CERAMIC IN D U STRIES 
JORDAN GLASS WOO STATES 
JORDAN PAPER S CABO BOARD FACTORIES 
JORDAN TANNING 

ARAB CM 1EM FOR MARK. G CHEMICALS 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL I N D U STR I ES 
UNIVERSAL CBAKTCAL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
ftAPXA INDUSTRIES 


JORDAN ZHDUSXRIXS G KftTCH/JlKCD 
SPZBNZNG 4 REAVING 
JORDAN MOOD INDUSTRIES / JV3CO 
NATIONAL CABLE 4 MIRE MANUFACTURING 


BE JORDAN CSME 
JORDAN ROC K WOOL ZNOUS TRIES 


UNIVERSAL MOOERN IMNIftSS 

ARAB INVESTMENT 4 ZNEBNATXONAL TRADE 
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WORLD STOCK MARKET 


SINGAPORE — Bank and marine stocks fell on poor sentiment 
and liqmdation of positions, brokers said. The Straits Times 
Industrial index slipped 2.63 "points to 1,481.15. 

BOMBAY' Brokers resumed trading ending a monthlong 
boycott but share prices fell broadly. The BSE index fell 167.62 
points to 2J912.92. 

FRANKFURT — German share trade slowed to a crawl ahead of 
a Bundesbank meeting on Thursday. The Dax index ended 0.52 
points higher at 1,734.62. 

ZURICH — Shares closed firmer after a moderately active 
session. The SPI index gained 7.0 points to finish at 1,1643. 

PARIS — Paris shares edged lower on speculation the Bundes- 
bank might tighten monetary policy. The CAC-40 index eased 
6,18 points to 1,853.66. 

LONDON — Stocks edged higher at the close but trading slowed 
to a crawl ahead of the Bundesbank meeting. The FTSE 100 index 
rose 2.4 points to dose at 2,486.4. 

NEW YORK — Stocks held a slightly easier tone in moderately 
active midday trade, pressured by weakness among ofl shares. 
Hie Dow was about five points lower at 3354. 


H 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Khilda, Amman 
Now Registering for September 1992 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-11 years and we 
are the only school in Amman to offer the full British curriculum 
adapted far the international community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support for 
non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. qualified and music. P.E. 
and drama are taught by specialists right through the school. 
French and Arabic are also offered. 

The school provides a pleasant stimulating environment — care 
is taken to meet the needs of each individual child. Visits 
encouraged. 

Registrations are now being taken for the Autumn term 
Monday morning between 

hi throughout July and August 
141070, tec 847109 


every 

9 sm. and 12 noon 

Telephone: 8411 




CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


PARAMEDICS 

Shows: 3:30. 6:45. &30. 1030 pun. 

S ho wd ow n ftn Uttte Tokyo 

Show: 5:10 p-m. on ly. ; . 


Zl 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




Tel: 675571 


\ 


Mat Delon... in 

A Kiss Befdre Dying 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 p.m. 

The Bugs Bunny Road Runner Movie 

Show: 11:00 a.m. 


Tel: 625155 



As of Wednesday July 22 
a play for all the family 

SHAHRAZAD AND SINEAD 

Prepared and directed by Hakim Harb 

Dally thorn at 5 pjn. and special shorn for schools. 


The former Rainbow Cinema 
Watch for... 
the permanent . 
Nabeel and Hisham Theatre 
in 

Ahlaxt New World Order 

as of July 15, 1992 
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Lebanese lira falls 
to 1,805 per dollar 


Taiwan 
foreign 
reserves 
hit record 
$84.6 b 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan's foreign 
currency reserves, the largest in 
the world, surged to a record 
S84.6 billion at the end of May. 
the central bank said Wednesday. 

It said the increase was mainly 
due to the rise of the mark and 
the yen against the U.S. dollar, 
which increased the value Of the 
reserves expressed in U.S. dollar 
terms, and to interest income 
from the foreign currency hold- 
ings. 

Reserves totalled S82.8 billion 
at the end of April and S73.8 
billion in May 1991. Hie previous 
month-end record was $83.2 bil- 
lion in February this year. 

The reserves, most of them 
held in major financial institu- 
tions in the United States, 
Europe and Japan, have been 
boosted by years of big trade 
surpluses. The surplus totalled 
S5.26 billion in the first half of 
this year. 

The central bank has in recent 
months begun to use the reserves 
more actively to support Taiwan’s 
economic development. 

In February the central bank 
said h would allocate $10 billion 
from the reserves to finance ma- 
jor development projects and 
overseas investment by local 
companies. It has so far allocated 
over $1 billion. 

Taiwan's accumulation of re- 
serves has drawn fire from the 
U.S. government. Washington 
said in May their huge size indi- 
cated Taiwan had been manipu- 
lating the value of its currency to 
•gain an advantage in trade. 
Taiwan denied the charge. 

Iran reports 
10% growth 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) grew by 
about 10 per cent in the year to 
March 20, led by large growth in 
utilities, industries and mines sec- 
tors, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA has said. 

Quoting figures from a report 
the central bank governor 
Mohammd Hossein Adeli sub- 
mitted to the cabinet, IRNA said 
GDP, the value of ail goods and 
services produced in the country, 
stood at 46.8 trillion riyals for the 
year. 

It was impossible to give a 
dollar equivalent because of three 
different exchange rates — 
65,600 and 1,439 riyals per dollar. 

Mr. Adeli said the GDP figure, 
based on preliminary reports, 
constituted a growth of about 10 
per cent in fixed prices. 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
lira hit a record low against the 
dollar Wednesday amid fears 
government measures announced 
a day earlier would fafl to rescue 
the sinking economy. 

The lira lost 2.8 per cent of its 
value against the dollar to dose at 
1,805, compared with Tueday's 
dose of 1,755, the central bank 
said. The lira last hit a record low 
of 1,790 on June 8. 

Economists said foe lira's fall 
apparently reflected fears thar the 
government measures would fail 
to help foe economy. 

The Lebanese government said 
Tuesday it was cutting public 
spending and studying plans to 
sell off. some state services to 
rescue a sinking economy. 

Information Minister Michel 
Samaha said public spending for 
1992 would not exceed 1,930 bil- 
lion tires ($1.1 billion) while re- 
venue was expected to be 1,200 
billion liras ($684 million). 

“Bringing bade financial and 
fiscal stability is very vital to 
regaining confidence in the eco- 
nomy and currency,” Mr. Sama- 
ha said. The previous govern- 
ment was toppled on May 6 riots 
against foe economic crisis. 


MOSCOW (R) — Parliament 
passed a law Tuesday formally 
allowing Russians to receive 
wages in hard currency, ending a 
legal limbo that barred citizens 
from earning dollars but left them 
free to spend them. 

The law legalises an already 
common practice — at least 
among foreign firms, and joint 
ventures in Moscow — of paying 
Russian employees in hard cur- 
rency. 

People have been effectively 
allowed to own and spend hard 
currency for more than a year but 
could not earn it legally inside foe 
country. 

“We have lifted discriminatory 
restrictions on Russian citizens by 
passing this law,” Igor Ivanov, a 
leading member of parliament, 
told Interfax News Agency. 

Hard currency shops, display- 
ing plenty -of goods, have been 
mushrooming in Moscow and 
other Russian cities as foe coun- 
try moves from a planned to a 
market economy. 

Currency holdings confer high 
status on ordinary Russians and 
the weak ruble makes almost 
anyone with dollars far richer 
than the average citizen. 

On July 2, the parliament gave 
President Boris Yeltsin a pay 
rise, bringing his earnings to 21 


In a draft 1992 budget recalled 
from parliament by the cabinet in 
March for more spending cuts, 
foe government had forecast its 
revenues at 867 billion liras ($494 
million) for the year. 

Speaking after a four-hour 
cabinet meeting, Mr. Samaha said 
the government had decided to 
reduce the public sector deficit 
from 56 per cent of overall spend- 
ing in 1991 to 38 per cent this 
year. 

Public sector deficits averaged 
80 per cent of expenditures be- 
tween 1984 and 1991. Servicing 
the increasingly large public debt 
has meant since 1985 interest 
costs have exceeded budget re- 
venues. 

Mr. Samaha said that the gov- 
ernment planned to slash the 
deficit to 20 per cent of total 
spending in the second half of 
1992 from 54 per cent of total 
spending in the first half of this 
year. 

He said foe cabinet was study- 
ing plans to privatise services 
such as electricity and telecom- 
munications partially or totally 
and would discuss with foreign 
organisations setting up a fund to 


times foe minimum wage — or 
about $150 a month. 

The government, striving to 
prop up foe battered rouble, had 
originally said the circulation of 
hara currency in Russia would be 
banned from foe start of July. But 
it backed down, saying that it was 
technically impossible to impose 
such a ban. 

Mr. Ivanov said an immediate- 
ly ban on bard currency could 
simply push it out of shops and 
onto the blade market, depriving 
foe state of tax revenues. 

But he told Interfax that a draft 
decree had been sent to Mr. 
Yeltsin that would require hard 
currency shops to sell at least half 
their stocks for roubles. 

As economic reform gained 
ground, Mr. Ivanov said, restric- 
tions on foe dFcnlation of hard 
currency would be imposed 
according to rules worked out by 
foe government and foe central 
bank. 

By the start of 1993, he said, 
internal convertibility of the rou- 
ble would be introduced. 

That would mean that all enter- 
prises earning hard currency 
would be obliged to sell it at a 
market rate, putting an end to 
direct trade for hard currency. 

The rouble rate, now 130 to a 
dollar, is set by foe central bank 


support foe Lebnanese lira. 

The government had also de- 
cided to reschedule payment of 
its internal debt of 3,000 billion 
liras ($1.7 billion) over foe next 
three years and restrict its bor- 
rowing from the central bank to a 
maximum of nine per cent of total 
public spending, Mr. Samaha 
added. 

Beirut, the Middle East's busi- 
ness capital before the start of 
civil war in 1975, began steps 
toward setting up new financial 
markets for trading stocks and 
commodities Monday with the 
first meeting of a ’ committee 
charged with planning the expan- 
sion. 

Despite the end of the civil war 
in 1980, Lebanon has foiled to 
attract sufficient foreign aid and 
investment so for to bring foe 
economy back to life and repair 
war damage estimated at £15 
billion. 

But the government hopes that 
foe Telease of foe last Western 
hostages in Lebanon last month 
and economic reforms suggested 
by the International Monetaiy 
Fund will revive the economy this 
year. 


on the basis of trading in the 
Moscow Interbank Foreign Cur- 
rency Exchange. 

Convertibility on foreign mar- 
kets, essential to Russia's integra- 
tion into the world economy, 
remains a distant goal. 

Meanwhile, a leader of Rus- 
sia's increasingly influential in- 
dustrial lobby has warned Presi- 
dent Yeltsin on that his govern- 
ment’s radical economic reform 
programme was heading for 
catastrophe and must be revised. 

Alexander Vladislavlev, who 
heads the powerful Renovation 
Political Grouping backed by 
most managers of state-owned 
enteiprises, made his attack in 
foe liberal Nezavisimaya Gazeta 
newspaper. 

It rang warning bells for Acting 
Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar, 
architecct of the shock economic 
reforms designed to switch Rus- 
sia from communism to capi- 
talism. 

Western enthusiasm for Mr. 
Gaidar’s programme was proved 
last week when rich nations gave 
Russia $1.5 billion of credits — 
foe first instalment of a promised 
$24 billion of reconstruction aid. 

But Mr. Vladislavlev said the 
price of reform was proving too 
high. 


Russian parliament approves 
law on hard currency regulation 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Three bedrooms apartment in Daheyat Al Hussein. Tele-, 
phone, extra water reservoirs, central heating, excellent 
furniture. 

Call 665064 or 825770 


. FOR RENT 

Super deluxe floor and basement hall, suitable for U.N. 
and embassies staff. Two kilometres west of Mecca 
Street Pizza Hut. 

Please contact 821501 - Wael Samain 


COMPUTER FOR SALE 

Notebook 386SX/20MHZ, 4MB RAM, 80MB/15ms HD., 
built-in fax/Modem, MS Ballpoint mouse & other accessor- 
ies. JD2.100 Cannon BJ-IOex portable printer & acces- 
sories. JD400. 

Call 811370 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes Benz 200 model 1982, duty unpaid, excellent 
condition, only*/ 12,300 kms. Reasonable price. Customs 
authorities’ approval for sale is ready to any potential 
buyer. 

Please contact tel. 671526/671530 
between 8:00 a.m. and 13:00 pjn. 

& 15:00-17:00 p.m. everyday except Fridays. 
Home tel. 829793 any time. 


ENJOY... 

NIGHT AFTER NIGHT.. 


THE NEW BAND... 

THE COZY GARDEN ATMOSPHERE... 

AT 



Shemessani Tel. 680185 
Daily Business Lunch for J.D. 2.5QO 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company 
announces that it has been decided to 
extend the closing date of tender No. 
2/92 (Upgrading of Irbid LPG Station) 
until 12 hrs of Sat. August 29, 1992. 
Hoping this will be convenient for ali. 
contractors. 

Chairman Board of Directors 
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Serb leader agrees to land 
corridors for Bosnian aid 


: LONDON (R) — The leader of 
; Bosnia's Serbs, Radovan Karad- 

• zic, said Wednesday he had 

• accepted the principle of land 
! corridors for humanitarian aid in 
; Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Karadzic told reporters after an 

• hoar of talks in London with 
I European Community mediator 
; Lord Carrington that the Serb 

- community was also ready for an 
! unconditional ceasefire. 

“We have accepted to grant 
; ground corridors for humanita- 
rum aid and an airlift for huma- 

nharian aid, Mr. Karadzic said. 

; “There are good signs we will 
: strike an agreement here," he 
■ added. 

An international airlift- of sup- 
. plies to the besieged Bosnian 

• capital Sarajevo is already under 
way. Western leaders last week 

! also discussed a land route de- 
tided they would need U.N. au- 
' thority to give it armed protec- 

- tion. 

Asked whether a further oease- 

- fire in the fighting between pro- 
independence Muslims and 

;; Croats and Serbs who oppose 
secession would be different from 
j many others, Mr. Karadzic said: I 
): can only talk on behalf of the 
i. Serb side. We are ready to ensure 
'l a ceasefire as far as we can." 

He said that a ceasefire should 
’• cover “all points” in Bosnia and 
•: not just Sarajevo. 


He also criticised the interna- 
tional community, accusing it of 
putting pressure only on the 
Serbs in Bosnia. They “must put 
pressure on all three sides and not 
just the Serbs,” he said. 

Mr. Karadzic was the first of 
the leaders of the three warring 
factions in Bosnia to meet Lord 
Carrington for EC peace talks in 
London. 

As Mr. Karadzic walked out of 
one door at Christie’s au- 
ctioneers, the venue Iot the talks, 
Bosnia's Foreign Minister Haris 
Silajdzic entered by another door 
20 metres away. 

Mr. Karadzic said be was ready 
to meet Mr. Silajdzic and Croa- 
tian community leader Marte 
Boban in London at any time for 
face-to-face talks. 

“We are not in favour of war 
because we are the minority in 
Bosnia-Herzegpvina. We want to 
achieve our goals and legitimate 
rights,” he said. 

Leaders of Bosnia’s three war- 
ring factions opened peace talks 
in separate meetings in London 
Wednesday and the Serb repre- 
sentative said his forces were 
ready to lay down their arms in a 
unilateral ceasefire. 

Mr. Karadzic said he would 
propose an unconditional cease- 
fire to European Community 
mediator Lord Carrington 
“which should last longer to give 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shooting stops in Georgia enclave 

" MOSCOW (R) — A joint Russian-Georgian peacekeeping force 
appeared Wednesday to have dampened fighting in the Georgian 
‘ rebel region of South Ossetia. “Surprisingly, not one single shot 
has been fired during the operation,” a spokesman for the city 
council in the Georgian town of Gori, bordering South Ossetia, 
said by telephone. Success of the action, the first joint effort to 
' enforce a peace plan since the collapse of the Soviet Union, could 
: raise hopes of ending other conflicts that have killed thousands. 
Hundreds of Russian paratroopers and Georgian National Guard, 
their helmets ringed with a United Nation s-style blue hoop, were 
deployed Tuesday in a security zone separating South Ossetia 
.from the rest of Georgia. Four people had been killed in fighting 
the night before the troops moved in. 

. Lithuania sacks premier 

VILNIUS, Lithuania (R) — Lithuanian Prime Minister Gedind- 
nas Vagnorius, accused by his opponents of bungling economic 
reform, was sacked by parliament in a vote of no-confidence. 
Parliament voted by 69 votes to six to remove vagnorius, a dose 
ally of President Vytautas Landsbeigis during the Bathe state’s 
king battle with Moscow for independence. Mr. Vagnorius 
blamed bis downfall on ex-Communists whom he accused of 
trying to seize back power in Lithuania. “We were forced to 
resign not by new, progressive political forces but by a determined 
last attempt to halt the changes in Lithuania,” be told the 
Lithuanian News Agency ELTA. Pressure for his dismissal had 
come largely from the majority leftist faction in parliament, which 
. includes Liberals and Labour and Social Democrats. 

29 die in Nakhichevan plane crash 

MOSCOW ( AP) — An aging military plane carrying the families 
of Russian soldiers crashed during takeoff Tuesday from the 
troubled Nakhichevan area, killing 29 people, news sendees 
reported. Five of the 34 people aboard the four-engine AN-12 
survived the crash, the cause of which could not be determined 
immediately, ITAR-TASS said. It was undear whether the 
families were being evacuated from the area or were aboard for 
some other purpose. A Defence Ministry spokesman in Moscow 
said be had no information about the crash. A special commission 
headed by Russian Air Force Commander Petr Deinekia will fly 
. to the region to investigate, ITAR-TASS said. The crash occurred 
at the airport in the dty of Nakhichevan, the capital of the region, 
the news agency said. Nakhichevan is surrounded by Armenia. 
Iran and Turkey. The plane was bound for Rostov in southern 
Russia. 

Russian media, parliament clash 

MOSCOW (R) — Liberal Russian media chiefs accused the 
parliamentary leadership Wednesday of trying to impose tighter- 
than-Communist control that could pave the way for another 
hardline coup. In an appeal to President Yeltsin, they criticised 
two resolutions drafted by parliament’s presidium, arguing that 
these would re-introduce television censorship and impose direct 
control over a leading liberal newspaper. “The drafts ... will leave . 
the press, television and radio on a tight rein unknown to* 
journalists even during the days of the absolute power of the 
Soviet Communist Party,” said the appeal, published by ITAR- 
TASS News Agency. Among its signatories were the editors-in- 
chief of the liberal Izvestia and Nezavisimaya Gazeta newspapers, 
ITAR-TASS itself and the chairmen of Russian and Common- 
wealth television. 

2 more killed In Pakistan clashes 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — Rival Muslim militants fought 
gun-battles in the northwestern Pakistani town of Peshawar, 
killing at least two people and wounding 20, doctors said. The 
clashes erupted after Sunni Muslim activists pressed ahead with 
.an aijti-Shi’rte rally. Eight people were killed and 20 injured in 
[two days of sectarian battles at the weekend. Police fired tear-gas 
ias militants, urged on by religious leaders using mosque louds- 
peakers to call followers on to the streets, roamed the city and 
.stoned vehicles, shops and cinemas, witnesses said. One group of 
t piKtan is looted an arms shop. The volatile city, capital of the ' 
North-West Frontier Province, was shut down after a strike call 
jjy Sunni militants to protest against the alleged bunting of a 
Sunni mosque by Shi’ites Sunday. 

IS. Korea to offer peacekeepers 

;SEOUL (R) — New United Nations member South Korea 

■ offered Wednesday to supply military observers and medical staff 

■ for file world body’s peacekeeping operations but held back from 
offering its combat troops. “If the United Nations asks us, the 
; government has decided that we would take part in peacekeeping 
-operations by sending military observers and medical teams,” a 
! Foreign Mmistiy spokesman saiiBut a ministry official in charge 
of the peacekeeping issue said the question of sending combat, 
troops was still in the balance, “whether to semi troops... 
-remains to be decided after consulting public opinion and 
discussion between the administration and ruling party legisla- 
tors,” he said. 


us a breath to finish our talks on 
the conference on Bosnia- 
Heizegoviqa." 

Arriving for file talks where 
Lord Carrington is Chairman, 
Mr. Karadzic told reporters that 
his aim was “to get peace.” 

Despite his words, there was 
Httle optimism the talks could 
produce a decisive breakthrough 
in the three-month-old Bosnian 
conflict which has seen a string of 
^ceasefires colipase soon after 
’coming into force. 

Lord Carrington, a former 
British foreign secretory who has 
sought for the past 11 months to 
bring peace to the former Yugos- 
lavia, said the fact that the Bos- 
nian combatants had agreed to 
come to London at all was a step 
forward. 

But he was under no illusions 
that the latest round in bis so far 
unsuccessful diplomatic initiative 
would bear fruit. 

“It would be foolishly optimis- 
tic to say there aren’t some for- 
midable obstacles ahead,” Lord' 
Carrington told Britain’s Channel 
Four Television News Tuesday 
evening. 

United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali told the 
French daily Liberation in an 
interview published Wednesday 
that a solution to the Yugoslav 
crisis “will take years." 

Meanwhile Muslim defenders 


Carter 
sees U.S. 
sponsoring 
needless 
bloodshed 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jimmy 
Carter, a defeated Democrat wel- 
comed home by his party, attack- 
ed his Republican successors 
Tuesday for fostering poverty at 
home and bloodshed in Latin 
America, even expressing doubts 
about the need to make war on 
Iraq. 

“The world cries out for peace- 
ful resolution Of conflict,” the 
former president told the Demo- 
cratic convention, “but our coun- 
try is seen more warlike than 
peaceloving.” 

“Our country should seek 
greatness in peace, not war,” he 
said. 

He portrayed the American 
government, since his tenure, as 
driven by expediency, impatience 
with negotiation, indifferent to 
poverty and callous toward the 
environment. 

“This has got to change." Mr. 
Carter said. He did not mention 
Ronald Reagan or George Bush 
by name in his prepared remarks, 
but his targets were dear. 

Earlier, in an interview with a 
group of reporters, Mr. Carter 
said be believes Ross Perot will 
be a major factor in the presiden- 
tial election and could ensure foe 
election of Bill Clinton or throw 
the race into the House of Repre- 
sentatives. . 

“I have always felt that Ross 
Perot’s candidacy is one of foe 
major factors that makes me con- 
fident the Democrats will win in 
November,” he said- 

He said that as Mr. Perot’s 
support fades Mr. Clinton “has a 
much better chance of regaining 
Democratic defectors than Mr. 
Bush has of regaining defectors 
characterised as Reagan Republi- 
cans.” 

■■ 

Looking back at the two con- 
ventions at which he was nomin- 
ated in Madison Square Garden, 
Mr. Carter said the Democratic 
Party was “coining back to a 
more moderate position” similar 
to foe one he advocated. 

Mr. Carter said he would have 
a “limited role” in the campaign 
because much of his attention is 
devoted to projects of the Carter 
Centre be beads in Atlanta. 

Mr. Carter reviewed the work 
be and wife, Rosalynn, have , 
undertaken since leaving office in 
1981 — building bouses, working 
to immunise children against dis- 
eases, monitoring and mediating 
■world conflict. 

“There is life after file White : 
House,” he said. 

He endorsed Mr. Clinton as “a , 
yum of honesty and integrity” i 
who had endured “false and mis- 
leading political 1 attacks on his i 
•character.” 

He saw Mr. CKnton as the only 
candidate to “free facts with: 
courage and marshal the Amer- j 
ican people to free a difficult- 
future with hope and confi- 
dence." 

Mr. Carter questioned the wil- 
lingness to go to war in Grenada 1 
and Panama and to promote and 
finance war in Nicaragua without 
pursuing negotiation — on the 
.Camp David model — to avoid 
conflict 


of Gorazde in eastern Bosnia 
broadcast an urgent radio appeal 
for outside help Wednesday to 
prevent its capture by Serb 
forces. 

As peace talks resumed in Lon- 
don between leaders of Bosnia’s 
warring communities, a short 
wave radio message from the 
town warned that without im- 
mediate assistance “Gorazde will 
cease to exist.” 

About 70,000 people were 
trapped in the last important 
town in eastern Bosnia to remain 
in Muslim bands since a Serb 
rebellion againsr the former 
Yugoslav republic's impendence. 

Serb guerrillas said they ex- 
pected Gorazde, is communica- 
tions cut and under increasing 
pressure, to fall to them this 
week. 

Bosnian Serbs have captured 
two thirds of the republic’s terri- 
tory since the Muslim and Croat 
majority voted for independence 
in March. 

At least 7,500 people have died , 
in the fighting, according to offi- ! 
dal figures, but the real toll could j 
be several times larger. j 

General Lewis Mackenzie, the { 
Candian general commanding j 
U.N. peacekeeping forces in 
Sarajevo, negotiated with Serb 
commanders Wednesday in an 
attempt to persuade them to 
widen foe demilitarised zone 
around foe airport. 


Pope well 
after 

surgeons 

remove 


Thirty metres from tbe frontline on foe western side off Sarajevo, two 
fighting outside their post. 

ANC wants action not 
words from De Klerk 


tumour 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope 
John Paul was conscious and 
doing well after a successful four- 
hour operation Wednesday to re- 
move a benign tumour from his 
intestine, foe Vatican said in a 
statement. 

Earlier, one of tbe surgeons 
who operated on file Pontiff, 
cardiologist Attflio Maseri, said: 
“Hie operation is over and could 
not have gone better.” 
Gallstones were also removed 
during foe surgery: 

“The Pope withstood the op- 
eration well," foe Vatican said in 
its first official statement on this 
morning’s operation. 

It said the growth removed 
from the Pope’s intestine was of a 
“benign nature." 

Nevertheless, foe material re- 
moved was being subjected to 
further tests, it added. 

The Vatican said the Pope’s 
gall bladder had been removed , 
because it was found to have 
stones. j 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin ! 
Navarro-VaUs told reporters the 
Pope was expected to remain in 
hospital for 10 days. 

Card. NavanthValls said tbe 
Pope had said mass before tire 
operation which began at 6.25 
slid. (0825 GMT). 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
ANC and its labour allies, gear- 
ing up a mass action campaign to 
^mash white rule, said Wednes- 
day they wanted action and not 
more promises from South Afri- 
can President F.W. De Klerk to 
curb violence. 

African National Congress 
(ANC) spokesman Carl Niehaus 
said Mr. De Klerk’s pledge Tues- 
day to meet some of foe anti- 
apartheid movement’s conditions 
for returning to democracy nego- 
tiations contained positive ele- 
ments but was inadequate in key 
areas. 

“There are some positive 
things* ... But his announcement 
is not adequate. We do not think 
De Klerk realises the gravity of 
foe situation,” he told Reuters. 
He said a more detailed ANC 
reaction would come later. 

The Congress of South African 
Trade Unions (COSATU) said it 
was pressing ahead with its mass 
action campaign with the ANC, 
which includes plans to occupy 
police stations, government 
buildings and offices of stale-run 
South African Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (SABC). 

“He has promised actions in 
the past — let’s see what happens 
now,” said COSATU Assistant 
General Secretary Sam Shilowa. 

Acting on the eve of a U.N. 
Security Council debate on 
township violence, Mr. De 
Klerk announced he would dis- 
band controversial security units 
accused of fomenting violence. 

In his most direct response yet 
to ANC charges his government 
was standing by while thousands 
of blacks died in township fight- 
ing, he promised tooonsder fenc- 
ing off migrant worked hostels 
widely seen as fou_ points for 
unrest and to crack down on pos- 
session of dangerous weapons. 

He announced prosecution of 
two policemen accused of in- 
volvement in the kidnap and mur- 
der of a local ANC official. 

But Mr. De Klerk also criti- 
cised the ANC for its mass action 
campaign, saying it could 
seriously escalate violence. 


Police Wednesday reported at 
least three people killed in tbe 
past 24 hours, including an officer 
shot by gunmen with assault rifles 
and a woman “necklaced” with a 
burning tyre. 

A spokesman said police were 
investigating reports that tbe ex- 
treme left-wing Azanian People's 
Liberation Army (APLA), which 
has shunned -peace talks, had 
adopted a new slogan, “kill a cop 
a day,” in its campaign to bring 
down foe government 

Police say at least 106 officers 
have been killed this year and the 
Law and Order Ministry has 
warned of looming anarchy. 

A spokesman of the conserva- 
tive Inkatha Freedom Party 
Wednesday welcomed Mr. De 
Klerk’s statement 

Zach De Beer, head of the 
liberal white Democratic Party, 
said it was dear foe ruling 
National Party was now taking a 
conciliatory line. 

“Not as conciliatory as I would 
like, but conciliatory by their 
standards,” he told Reuters. 

Meanwhile, ANC leader Nel- 
son Mandela said Tuesday it 
would not be necessary to ask the 
Security Coimcfi for help if foe 
South African government satis- 
fied his demands for resuming 
political talks. 

If the government complied, be 
told reporters as he left foe U.N. 
secretariat, there would be no 
need “to have the intervention of 
foe international community,” * 

Mr. Mandela, who arrived on 
the eve of a Security Council 
debate be himself had requested 
to help solve south Africa's poli- 
tical crisis, met briefly with 
Secretary-General .Boutros Gha- 
li. 

His main rival. Chief Man- 
gosuthn Butbelezi of hte Inkatha. 
Freedom Party, saw the 
secretary-general shortly after- 
wards. Both men, as well as 
South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha will participate in 
Wednesday’s council meeting, 
along with nine African foreign 
ministers. 


Muslim sotdkrs monitor the 


Japan 
ieader 
calls 
Russia 
a cheat 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s prime 
minister said be hoped to offer 
large-stale economic assistance to 
a needy Russia but repeated that 
such aid was conditional on the 
two countries signing a peace 
treaty and resolving a territorial 
dispute. 

“I believe that if we can help 
Russia, then we should,” Prime 1 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa told a 
news conference. 

“But apart from humanitarian 
aid, we can’t offer large-scale aid 
until (Japan and Russia) conclude 
a peace treaty. It just wouldn’t be 
right." 

Tokyo has long demanded fire 
return Of four islands in die North 
Pacific — refened to as the 
Northern Territories by Japan 
and tbe Southern Kuriles by Rus- 
sia — as a condition few conclud- 
ing a peace treaty with Moscow to 
formally end wartime hostilities. 

Although Japan has softened 
its stance on humanitarian aid, it 
continues to insist on the return 
of fire islands before offering 
large-scale aid. The islands were 
taken over by Soviet troops at the 
end of World. War H in 1945. 

Shin Kane mam, outspoken 
vice-president of Japan’s ruling 
party, said he opposed any kind 
of aid for Russia, a country he 
described as a liar and a cheat, 

“Tbe former Soviet Union is a 
Bar and I don’t know how much it 
has cheated Japan,” he was 
quoted as saying by Kyodo News 
Agency hi a speech Tuesday. 

“It would be like tossing 
money in a ditch if we gave that 
country aid, ' said Mr. Kane- 
maru, regarded as Japan's most 
influential politician, 

Some experts point out a lack 
of consistency on Japan's part on 
the issue of economic aid. 


Jackson, Carter rouse delegates to Clinton cause 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Democrats from Jesse Jackson to 
Jimmy Carter summoned the 
faithful to Bill Clinton's cause in a 
display of convention unity that 
spanned the party's base. Dele- 
gates approved a platform crafted 
to Mr. Clinton's moderate speci- 
fications. 

“If we reach out, we can win — 
and deserve to win,” Rev. Jack- 
son told cheering delegates. 
“President Bill Clinton,” he sa- 
luted the Democrat’s man of tbe 
hour, “the hopes of many depend 
upon your quest.” 

Mr. Clinton watched the pro- 
ceedings from his hotel suite, his 
nomination secure for Wednes-* 
day night. He said his November 
election chances look good, but 
warned, “it’s not going to be 
easy." 

The Arkansas governor 
showed his command of the con- 
vention at Madison Square Gar- 
den as delegates rejected efforts 
to rewrite the platform. Off 
camera, his last rival, Jerry 
Brown, talked peace with party' 
leaders, but refused a CKnton 
endorsement that would have im- 
proved his speaker's slot 

But Mr. Brown was little more 
than a sideshow as the 45-year- 
old Arkansas governor used his 
convention to rally a party hungry 
for foe White House after 12 
years out of power. 

The platform, with its promise 
of a “revolution in government,”, 
was central to his effort to attract 
support from conservative and 
moderate voters who abandoned 
foe party in recent presidential 
elections. 

It promised a work require- 
ment for welfare recipients, 
spoke of a need for “law and 
order," and raged workers to join 
with management to “increase 


productivity, flexibility and quali- 
ty.” It also declared the United 
States “must be prepared to use 
military force decisively when 
necessary to defend our vital in- 
terests." 

“I think the party has moved 
back to the middle of foe road,” 
former President Jimmy Carter 
told reporters. 

Abortion figured prominently 
in foe convention programme, 
designed to confront President 
George Bush’s opposition to 
abortion rights and help Mz. din- 
ton build a winning coalition for 
' November. 

Six Republican women took up 
the party’s invitation to appear at 
foe podium. One, Kathy Taylor 
of Hershey, Pennsylvania, de- 
clared, “George Bi rib has aban- 
doned us” with his opposition to 
abortion. 1 

Bob Hattoy — A Clinton 
volunteer who recently learned 
he has AIDS — and Elizabeth 
Glaser were on the programme. 
“For me, this is not politics. It’s a 
crisis of caring,” Ms Glaser said 
in a speech that left many of the 
Madison Square Garden floor in 
fears- She contracted the HIV 
virus after a blood transfusion 
and transmitted the virus to her 
children, one of whom died of 
AIDS in 1988. 

Mr. Carter, the last Democrat 
to bold die White House, hailed 
Mr. Clinton as a “friend and a 
fine governor.... He is the only 
candidate who can unite our gov- 
ernment, heal our nation’s 
wounds.” 

Rev Jackson roused the dele- 
gates with his oratory, as he did in 
1984 and 1988 when he was a 
losing contestant for the nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Clinton's occasional anta- 
gonist directed the energy of a 


boisterous crowd to the nominee- 
in-waitmg: “Be comforted you do 
not stand alone.” 

He spoke for foe poor and 
dispossessed, as he always does, 
and urged Mr. Clinton to reach 
out to “those in despair and those 
who care. Teach out across the 
lines that divide by race, region 
or religion.” 

Only Saturday, Rev Jackson 
had issued a lukewarm endorse- 
ment of Mr. Clinton. But in his 
speech to the delegates he said 
firmly, “we will join in defeating 
George Bush in the fell — that is 
a necessary first step.” 

The outcome of the three-hour 
platform debate was completely 
predictable. Delegates loyal to 
former candidate Paul Tsongas 
tried to delete an endorsement 
for a middle class tax cut, but 
failed on a vote on 2,173-926. 

Three other attempts by Tson- 
gas supporters to amend Mr. 
CKn ton’s platform on economic 
issues were shouted down. 

It was shaping up as the most 
peaceable Democratic conven- 
tion in years, and what little 
tension remained seemed to be 
evaporating. 

Jerry Brown, beaten in the 
primary wars bin unbowed, met 
with Party Chairman Ronald H. 
Brown and agreed to ask his 
delegates not to chant distracting 
slogans during tbe convention 
proceedings. 

“He does want to work with us 
for a Democratic victory in the 
fall," said party spokeswoman 
Ginny Terzano, who added that 
Mr. Brown would address the 
convention Wednesday. Even so, 
be made no pledge to endorse foe 
ticket 

While Mr. Clinton sought a. 
.boost from his convention, Mr. ‘ 
Bush was on the west coast. 


defending his environmental re- 
cord at a national forest and then 
drawing some catcalls at base- 
ball’s aS-star game. Ross Perot’s 
campaign manager conceded “a 
bit of dissension” within his orga- 
nisation but expressed doubts , 
that top adviser Hamilton Jordan 
would resign. 

The Democratic platform put ! 
foe party squarely behind ator- 
tion rights, environmental protec- i 
tion, dvQ rights and health care 
reform, and attacked Republican | 
stewardship of the nation for the 
past 12 years. i 

Mr. Ctinton, victor in foe prim- | 
ary war of winter and spring, had 1 
the allegiance of more than 3,200 I 
of 4,288 delegates credcntialed ; 
for the hall, and was gaining j 
support among uncomnritteds ev- ; 
cry day. His formal nomination 
comes Wednesday, and be and 
Sen. Gore will deliver acceptance 
speeches in foe Thursday night 
convention finale. 

A new poll released Tuesday 
showed Mr. Clinton leading the 
fin*e-way presidential race with 
likely independent challenger 
Ross Perot continuing: to slide. 

The poll, conducted for the 
New York Daily News and- tbe 
Hotline political, newsletter,* 
found Mr. Ctinton with nearly 35 
per cent of the vote/ to 31 per cent 
for President Bush and the Texas j 
billionaire faffing to a distant 
third with 24 per cent. 

Tbe survey of 500 people, con- 
ducted Monday night also 
showed Mr. - Ctinton . with the 
most favourable ratings of the 
three candidates. - 

The poll had a emir factor of 
4.S percentage points. 

In a head-to-head race against 
Mr. Bush, Mr. Ctinton led 44 per 
cent to 40 per cent 


Clinton’s daughter 
strains knee at 
Statue of Liberty 

NEW YORK (R) — Arkansas 
Governor Bill Clinton's 12-year- 
old daughter Chelsea has strained 
her knee while climbing the stair- 
case inside tbe Statue of Liberty, 
a Clinton aide said. Chelsea was 
in New York with her parents for 
(he Democratic national conven- 
tion. Chelsea was taken back to 
her parents’ hotel where she was 
wheeled into foe lobby in a 
wheelchair. Victor Fleming, a 
family friend whose 12 year old 
daughter Elizabeth was also on 
the outing and also strained her 
knee, said both girls were able to 
walk down to the bottom of the 
statue where they were joined by 
4 or 5 other youngsters and a 
number of adults. Mr. Fleming, 
chairman of the Arkansas Educa- 
tional Television System, said, 
“they were really muscle cramps. 
Both girls had splints put on their 
knees and they are' both in bed 
laughing about it now.” It was 
expected that Mr. Clinton's 
daughter would be up and about 
to watch her father when he 
addresses tbe convention Thurs- 
day. 

Women take the 
helm in Finland 

HELSINKI (R) — Finland has a 
cabinet consisting entirely of 
women fins week because all 
male government members are 
on holiday, officials said Tues- 
day. Tbe 17-member coalition 
cabinet, which contains six 
female ministers, is headed this 
week by Defence Minister Eli- 
sabeth Rehn of the minority- 
.Swedish Party. She will be helped 
by fonr other women ministers. 
About a third of Finland's 200- 
member parliament are women. 

Olivia Newtc»i-John 
has breast cancer 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Austra- 
lian singer and actress Olivia 
Newton- John has breast cancer, 

: but expects to make a full recov- 
I ery, her publicist said. Newton- 
John, who gained international 
fame for songs tike Let's Get 
Physical, and her co-starring role 
with John Travolta in the 1978 
film Grease, will postpone an 
August tour that was to follow 
foe recent release of her Back To 
Basics album. The cancer was 
detected early and doctors expect 
the 43-year-old singer to make a 
foil recovery, her publicist said. 
She lives in foe Los Angeles 
seaside colony of Malibu. 

Pop star pleads 
innocent to conceit 
riot charges 

CLAYTON, Missouri (R) — 
Rock star Axl Rose pleaded inno- 
cent to charges stemming from a 
riot at a -concert last year, and a 
judge said Rose’s group, Guns N* 
Roses, could begin its U.S. tour 
Friday as scheduled. Rose, 30, 
pleadied not guilty to four counts 
of misdemeanor assault and one 
count of property damage. Atrial 
was set for Oct 13 after the brief, 
nine-minute hearing. Judge Ellis 
Gregory allowed Rose to leave 
Missouri and start a 25-concert 
American tour, scheduled to be- 
gin Friday in Washington. Rose 
was arrested Sunday at New 
York’s John F. Kennedy Airport 
, after St. Louis authorities issued 
fugitive warrants for his arrest. 

Fancy a shower with 
the team for a 
good cause? 

LONDON (R) — Female fans of 
a British rugby team were en- 
couraged to help raise money by 
bidding on a chance to take a 
shower with the players. Furness 
Rugby Union Club, in Barrow, 
northern England, said foot, as 
an added attraction, the winning 
bidder would be allowed to take a 
friend to share foe scrub-down. 
“We hope file girls -will come in 
their thousands to out-bid each 
other and spend seme tune with 
tbe finest men in the north of 
England,” said John Mallinson, 
secretary for the rugby team. “The 

Chippendales are nothing to us,” 
he added, referring to a popular 
me n’s dan ce troupe that performs 
for women. Mr. Maflirtson said 
the dub was talking sealed bids to 
avoid embarrassing would-be 
bathos. Proceeds will go to dub 
funds. 

Too many fish In 
the sea for Russian 
swimmers 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian holi- 
daymakers found there were juft 
too many fish in tbe sea for them 
to take a swim at the holiday resort 
of Berdyansk. Dead fish, shrimps 
and crabs covered inshore waters 
for three days, making it impossi- 
ble to bathe in the southern Azov 
Sea resort, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. The reason for the 
number of dead fish was not 
known and tbe remains contained 
no chemicals or other pollutants. 







